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Sight of God, I ſhall conſider. four 
T hings, principally. er 


: Flrſt, The Matter of ati; 2:07 7 = 
"Secondly; The Manner of it. 
| Thirdly.” The Time of it. And Af 
Fourthly, The Effect of it, wir re- 9 

E to the Soul. And then 

ning In tlie laſt Place / ſhall add 

. f by way of e. 5 ' ſhall wp 

der e 
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Firſt, The Matter of Yuſtification, or --< 
the Matter of that Righteouſn efs;. wheres if 


by a Sinner is made Rightecus in iS - I 
5 3 f God: And this, according 
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to the Scriptures of T. ruth is, the com- 
pleat Obedience of Feſus Chrif; excluſive 
of all the Creature's Works, whether be- 
fore, or after its Regeneration by the Spi- 


Fx Chriſt, to the Divine Law, hath 
' two Branches, which are commonly ſtyl'd, 
" his active, and paſſive Obedience; which 
conſiſt, in his fulfilling all the Law's Re- 


The Righteouſneſs which God's Law re- 
quires, hath two Parts, viz. a negative 
Part, anda poſitive Part. The negative Part 
of Righteouſneſs, conſiſts, in abſtaining 
from, or the not doing of thoſe Things 
which the Law forbids. And the poſitive 
Part of Righteouſneſs, confiſts, in the 
doing of thoſe Things which the Law re- 
-_ And Sin is the Tranſgreſſian of the 
Law, in both theſe Reſpects; on which 


* * 


8 righteouſly due to every Tranſgreſſor- And 
theſe two Parts of the Law's Righteouſ- 


neſs, tho' they may be diſtinguiſhed, yet 
not divided. For 'whoever wants that 


quires, is likewiſe a Tranſgreflor of it, in 
© doing what it forbids; and whoever. doth 


formity to its Precepts, which the Law 
requires, 


Tit of God. The Come Obedience of | 


quirements, and enduring all its Penalties. - 


Account, the Law's Penalty, becomes 


Conformity to the Law, which it re- 


what the Law forbids, wants that Con- 


upon Fuſtiſicationg. 5 
requires, ſo that they cannot be divided; 
but yet they may be diſtinguiſbed. And the 
Tranſgreſſor of the Law, is an unrigh- _ 
teous Perſon, in the Eye of the Law, in 
both theſe Reſpects. And anſwerably, it 
was neceſſary that the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, ſhould conſiſt of two Parts. As, 

1. His active Obedience, to anſwer to 
the poſitive Part of the Law's Righteouſ- 
neſs. And this conſiſts, in that perfect, 
univerſal, and perpetual Obedience, which 
he yielded to the Requirements of God's 
Holy Law, both Internally, and Exter- 
nally, in Heart; Lip, and Life, from his 
Birth to his Death, Whereby he gave 
the Law its Due, even all that Obedience, 
which its extenſive Precepts demanded'; - © 
and fo fulfilled it, as to the poſitive Patt ⁶ 
of its Righteouſneſs. For being made of 

a Woman, he was made under the La-, 

| Gal. iv. 4. And what Things ſocver the 

Law ſaith, it ſaith to them who are under. 
the Law, Rom. iii. 19. Chriſt was un- 
der the Law, and what Things ſoever it 

: faith, in its Requirements, it ſaid to him; 

, and he yielded a perfect Obedience the- A 

to, on purpoſe to fulfil it. Thus he fs 

7 


of himſelf, Matt. v. 17. Ti hink not #hat _ 
T am come to deſtroy the Law or the P . 
„bett: I came not to deſtroy, but to fulfils 1 
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it Honourable, Oh how was the divine 


6e. - A Diſcourſe 
And Chap. ui. ver. 15. Thus it becometh, 


us to fulfil all Righteouſneſs. And he that 
ent me, is with me, (ſays our Lord) the 
Father hath not left me alone: for IT do al- 
ways thoſe Things that pleaſe him, John viii. 
29. He did al the Things which God's Law 


required; he did them perfectly; he did 


them conſtantly, or always did them, in 
ſuch a Manner, that God the Father was 
well pleaſed with his Obedience. By this, 
he ſatisfy'd the Law's Requirements, and 


gave it all that it demanded. Yea, let me 
ſay, he gave it more than it could demand, 


All that the Law demanded, as it was 


given out to Adam, and in him, to all his 


Poſterity, was no more than the perfect 
Obedience of the Creature that was under 
it, And this Chriſt yielded in his human 


Nature; not for all Adam's Race, but for 


all his own, whom he repreſented. And 


the Obedience Chriſt yielded in his human 
"Nature, that Nature being perſonally 


united to his Divine, was the Obedience 
of his Perſon; and ſo had an infinite 


Worth and Glory in it; whereby he gave 


the Law more than it could demand. As 
was foretold of him, J. xlii. 21. The 
Loxp 7s well pleaſed for his Righteouſneſs 
Sake, he will magnify the Law, and make 
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upon Juſtiſication. 74 
Law magnified, by ſo great a Perſon's be- 
ing made under it! How honourable was 


it made by his great Obedience] Let me 
ſay, the Law could not have been ſo 
magnified, nor have had ſo much Honour 


given it, by the moſt perfect Obedience of 
all the Creatures, to Eternity, as it had by 
the Obedience of this one Lord Jeſus! If 
Sin had never entred, the Creatures wou'd * 
have obey'd the Law, Perfectly, and Per- 
petually. But their Obedience could have 
roſe no higher than their Beings, which 
were but Finite; and ſo the Law could have 
had but a finite Honour. But the Perſon 
of Chriſt being Infinite, his Obedience 
was ſuch, and ſo the Law had an infinite 
Honour given it. Oh the tranſcendent 
Glory of Chriſt's Obedience! And how 
well pleaſed was the Lord for this bis Rigb- 
teouſneſs Sake ! How well pleaſed was he 
with this Righteouſneſs! And for this 
Righteouſneſs Sake, how well pleaſed was 
he, with all thoſe for whom it was 
wrought out. For, as our Lord yielded 
a compleat Obedience to all the Precepts Þ 
of the moral Law; whereby he wrought 
out a perfect Righteouſneſs, ſo he did it; 
not for himſelf, but for us. As he Was 
born for us, ſo he was made under the Law 


for us, and obeyed it for us; and thereby 
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73 8 A Diſcourſe | 
W ghe wrought out a Righteouſneſs for us. 
lle needed it not for himſelf, no, it was 
WW to cover his naked Children, All Man- 
kind, had a perfect Robe of moral Righ- 
teouſneſs, in their Repreſentative-Head, 
| Adam, while he ſtood in the State of In- 
= nocence. But upon his firſt Sin, they loſt 


expos'd to the Wrath of a Sin-revenging 
EF God. And this was the Caſe of the Elect 

of God, as well as others, as they ſtood 
related to the firſt Adam, and conſider'd 
in the Fall. But theſe being of old or- 
= gained to eternal Life, it was neceſſary, 
= that they ſhould be compleatly Righteous, 
that fo the Law, and Juſtice of God, 
might not oppoſe their Enjoyment of eter- 


nal Salvation, And in order to make 


them fo, Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, obeys 
the Law perfectly for them, in ſuch a 
= Manner, as they, by reaſon of Sin, were 
= utterly incapable of. Whereby he made 
= them a Righteouſneſs, that was every way 


had in their firſt-Adam- Head, before his 
Fall. Yea, in ſuch a Manner, as to 
make them a Righteouſneſs, that is every 
way anſwerable to his own ſuperior Glory, 
2s the ſecond Adam, the Lord from Hea- 
ven; and to their tranſcendent Relation 
' | unto 


it, and became naked; and as ſuch, were 


as large, and ſpotleſs, as that which they 


ere, Pas 
R's, 


upon Fuſtiſication. 
unto him, their heavenly Head, as ſuch. 
The firſt Adam's Righteouſneſs, was a 
bright Garment, that was every way fitted 
to make Creatures ſtand before God, with 
Acceptance, in the Enjoyment of Eden's 
Bliſs, or the natural Happineſs of an earthly 


paradiſaical State; but the ſecond Adam's 4 


Righteouſneſs, is an out-ſhining, glorious 
Robe, that is every way fitted to make 
all thoſe who are cloath'd with it, to ſtand 


before the Face of God, or in his imme- 


diate Preſence, with the higheſt Accept- 


ance, in the Enjoyment of the heavenly | 


Paradiſe, or third Heaven's Glory. The 


finite Glory of the firſt Adam's Righteouſ- 


neſs, was changeable in itſelf, and might 
be loſt ; and accordingly it was, But the 

infinite Glory of the Righteouſneſs of the 
* ſecond Adam, is abſolutely Unchangeable 
in itſelf, can never fade, or be loſt, but 
endureth for ever. It's a durable, an ever- 


laſting Righteouſneſs, that will abide the © 


ſame, in all the immenſe Glories ,of it, 
thro” all the ſucceſſive Ages of Time, and 
to the endleſs Ages of Eternity. Riches 


and Honour are with me, (ſays our Lord) 


yea, durable Riches and Righteoufheſs, - f 


Prov. viii. 18. And, J. li. 6. Lift 


up your Eyes to the Heavens, (ſays he) and | 
lack upon the Earth beneath: for the Hea- $1 
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10 A Diſcourſe + 
vens ſhall — away like Smoke, and the 
Earth ſhall wax Old as a Garment,” and 
bey tbat dwell therein, | ſhall Die in like 
Manner: But my Salvation ſhall be for 
ever, (here's Salvation in his Righteouſ- 
neſs, and there's none in any other) and 
my Righteouſneſs ſhall not be abohſhed. 
How well, then, are they dreſs'd, who are 
cloath'd with this glorious, unchangeable, 
-everlaſting Robe! And how miſerably ap- 
rell'd are thoſe wretched Souls, who 
ſeek to adorn themſelves with the filthy 
"Rags of their own Righteouſneſs ; which 
can never make any Soul righteous in the 
Sight of God! For as by one Man's Di/- 
obedience, many were made Sinners; ſo by 
the Obedience of one ſhall many be made 
Rrghteous, Rom. v. 19. As by the Diſobe- 
dience of one Man, Adam, many, i. e. All 
his Paſterity, were made Sinners; ; fo by 
the Obedience of one, Lord Feſus Chrift, 
ſhall many, i. e. All his Seed, be made 
Righteous. But thus much ſhall ſuffice, 
as . the firſt Branch o6 Chriſt's Obedi- 


= "ence; or his active Obedience to the 


Law's Requirements; whereby he makes 
all his poſitively Righteous, to the ut- 
moſt Perfection, and higheſt Glory; in 
the Eye of the W Law, and ſtrict 
1 of God. | Nen dB 

2. The 


upon Fuſtification. 11 

2. The paſive Obedience of Jeſus 
Chriſt, is another Part of his Righteouſ- 
neſs, which was abſolutely neceſſary to 


make us compleatly Righteous in the 1 


Sight, of God, with reſpe& to the nega- 
tive Part of the Law's Righteouſneſs. 
Which, as was ſaid, conſiſts, in the not do- 
ing of thoſe Things which the Law forbids. 


And as we were Tranſgreſſors of the Law, 
we had done thoſe Things which were 


forbidden by the Law ; and on this Ac- 
count, juſtly deſerv'd-its Penalty, And 


therefore it was neceſſary, in order to ſet | 
us free from Guilt, Condemnation and 


Wrath, that he ſhould be made Sin, and 


a Curſe for us, and die in our Stead; 


which, in infinite Grace, he ſubmitted 
to. And in theſe Sufferings of his, his 
paſſive Obedience conſiſted : He became 


Obedient unto Death, even the Death f 


the Croſs, Phil. ii. 8. He was made Sin 


for us, 2 Cor. v. 21. And a Curſe for 


us, Gal. iii. 13. And died in our, Stead, 


1 Pet. iii. 18. And being an infinite Per- 


ſon, he was able by himſelf, the Sacrifice 
of himſelf, to purge away our Sins, to 
overcome the Curſe, to endure. all that 


Wrath which was due to us, till he had 


drank off that bitter Cup, evento the 


laſt Drop of it; And, then, he La- 
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12 Diſcourſe 
and Juſtice of God, being fully ſatisfied, 
he was judicially raird from the Dead: 
God the great Creditor, ſet him free, 
when he ſent an Angel from Heaven, as 

the Meſſenger of Juſtice, to roll away 
| the Stone from the Door of the Sepulc hre. 
= For as he had made Peace by his Blood, 
ſo God, as the God of Peace, brought him 
= again from the Dead, thro the Blood of 
the everlaſiing Covenant ; and thereby did 
= openly acquit him, as the great Repre- 
= ſentative of his People, in their Name, 
and Room. For as he was deliver'd for 
dur Offences, ſo he was rais'd again for 
= our Fuſtiſication, Rom. iv. 25. And thus 
by his paſſive Obedience, he made us 
compleatly Righteous in the Sight of 
= God, and in the Eye of his holy Law, 
with reſpect to the negative Part of its 
EF Righteouſneſs, or the not doing of thoſe 
Things which it forbids ; and as ſpotleſs, 
as if Sin had never entred. He lov'd us, 
and waſh'd us from our Sins in his own 
" Blood, Rev. i. 5. His Blood cleanſeth 
us from all Sin, 1 John i. 7. And hence 
we are ſaid to be juſtified by his Blood, 
Rom. v. 9. And to have Redemption thro 
bis Blood, cum the Forgiventſs of Sins, ac- 
cording to the Riches of the Father's Grace, 
1280 1. 7. Inas much asthe Law and Juſtice 
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| 13 
of God, being fully ſatisfied by his Blood, 
here was a Way open'd, in which the ex- 
ceeding Riches of Divine Grace might 
be extended unto us, in the Forgiveneſs 
of all our Sins, with Honour to all the 
divine” Perfections. In this, God can 
be Juſt in forgiving Sins, 1 John 1. I 
9. And, with Reverence be it ſpoken, Þ 


5 Wy ** Fd 
upon Fuſtification. 


God could not forgive Sin without a Sa- 


tisfaction to his Law and Juſtice, to the 
Injury of his infinite Holineſs, his un- 
changeable Truth, and ſtrict Juſtice. 
No; the Glory of infinite Grace, and 


| boundleſs Mercy, might not be advanc'd, 


to the eclipſing of any of the divine Per- 
fections. If it had heen poſſible, that all 
the Perfections of God could have been 
glorified, in the Salvation of Sinners, with- 
out the Blood of Chriſt's Croſs, he had 


never given up the Darling of his Soul, 
_ unto the Stroke of his Juſtice. But it 


was not poſſible; and therefore the Cup Þ 


might not paſs from hin, without his i 


Drinking it. The Kings of the Earth, : 
indeed, to ſhew their royal Grace, do 


ſometimes pardon Malefactors, who are 


juſtly condemn'd by the Laws of the 
Kingdom; and herein, it's true, the 
 Clemency of the Prince is diſplay'd, but 
AM, che Law ſuffers, and the Princes 
Honour 


3 14 4 1 ee : 
E ZHonour too, in relation to it. And this, 


becauſe it's impoſſible for them to find 
out an Expedient, whereby the Law's 


Pisa might be endur'd, and the Life 
of the Tranſgreſſor ſavd. But this kind 


of proceeding, was altogether incompa- 
= tible with the Honour of the divine Law- 
= giver, and with the Dignity of his righteous 
2 oh And therefore his infinite Wiſdom 
interpos'd, and found out a Way, to 
puniſh Sin, and yet to ſave the Sinner, to 
the harmonious Glory of all his Attri- 
butes. And this is the great Salvation, 
we have by Chri/?'s Croſs. By the Croſs 
of Chriſt, we are for ever deliver'd, from 
all that Wrath that was due to us on 
account of our Sin; and that in ſuch a 
Way, which makes us ſpotleſs Creatures 
in the Eye of the Law; fo that it hath 
nothing to charge us with, as waſh'd in 


= Chriſt's Blood, nor can thunder out any 
of its Curſes againſt us, For, being 
= wWaſb'd in this Fountain, we are white as 
Sou, yea, whiter than the Snow, Pal. 
. 7. and have a negative Righteouſneſs, 


as large as all the Prohibitions of God's 
= extenſive Law. And an unſpeakable Pri- 
| vilege this is, unto us, who are Sinners, 


as confider'd i in our ſelves, 


But . if this negative Righteouſ- 
| neſs, 


upon in YPulifeati as.” 15 
neſs, which we. haye by the paſſive 3 J 
dience of our Lord, whereby we are freed. 
from the Law's Curſe, was all the Righ- Þ 
teouſneſs we had, we ſhould not be com- 3 
pleatly Righteous, with reſpect to.'the 


Law's Requirements, or the pofitive Part 


of the Law's Righteouſneſs; and fo could 
not have a Right to the Bleſſings thereof, 
And therefore, the active Obedience of 
our Lord, or that perfect Obedience 
which he yielded to the Law's Require- 
ments, thro' the whole Courſe of his 
Life, is an eſſential Part of his Righte- 
Ses ; which was abſolutely neceſſary, 
to make us perfectly Righteous, and ſo 
fully Blei, according to the utmoſt La- 
titude of the Law. Tis this, that 
makes us poſitively Righteous. Yea, tis 
this, that I look upon to be, in the moſt 
frict and proper Senſe, his Righteouſneſs. 
'Tis this, that makes us beautiful, glo- 
rious Creatures, in the Eye of God, and 
of his holy Law. As beautiful, and 
bright, as . Adam was, in his 
Paradiſaical State; yea, tranſcendently 
more Beautiful and Glorious : For, as was 
ſaid, That great Obedience, which our 
Lord yielded to the divine Law, was ever 
way anſwerable to the tranſcendent Dig 
nity of his Perſon, as God-Man; and fo 
muſt. needs have & 3 ranſcendency of 
„ Glory 
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16% - 4 Diſcourſe 
= Glory in it, infinitely beyond, what was 
poſſible to be found, in the moſt perfect 


Obedience of all the Creatures. Does the 


Law require us, to love the Lord our God 


with all our Heart, Soul, and Strength? 
Does it require us always, thus to do? 


We are juſt ſuch in Chriſt, as it requires 


us to be; and have ſuch a Conformity 
thereto, that it can find no Fault with, 
but every Way approves of, and is ſatisfy d 
with, Yea, ſuch a Conformity, that not 


only pays the Law its Due, and whatever 


it can demand of the moſt perfect Crea- 
tures; but that hath a Redundancy, an 


Overplus, or more than enough in it. So 


that in this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, we 


are not only made perfectly Righteons, | 
ia a Law-Senſe, according to the Glory 


of the firſt Adam's State ; but ſuperlatively 


Righteous, every Way anſwerable to the 
ſuperior Dignity of the new Adam's Per- | 
ſon, and the tranſcendent Glory of his | 
heavenly State. And we being fore-or- | 
dained to a Participation hereof, it was 
neceſſary, that we ſhould have ſuch a | 
Righteouſneſs, that would fit us to ſtand 


for ever in the Preſence of Jehovah, with 
the higheſt Acceptance, as the Objects of 
his eternal Complacency. 

Thus it appears, that the active and 


: paſſive Obedience of our Lord, or both 


4 theſe 
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is active Obedience; and whoever is made 
Righteous by his active Obedience, is like- 
wiſe made ſpotleſs by his Blood. On which 
Account, the Bleſſedneſs of a juſtify'd 
State, is ſometimes expreſs d by one Pari 
of his Righteouſneſs, and ſometimes by the 


= other, But tho' they can't be divided, 
vet they may, and muſt be diſtinguiſp d: 


Foraſmuch as by his paſſive Obedience, 
we are more properly diſcharg'd from Guilt, 
and freed from the Curſe; and by his act ive 
Obedience, we are more properly made 
Righteous, and inherit the Blefing. And 
both theſe Parts of our Lord's Obedience, 
make up that one Righteouſneſs of his, 
whereby we are yuſtify'd in the Sight of 
God ; or, which is the Matter of a Sin- 
ner's Juſtification before God, | 


theſe Branches of his Righteouſneſs, were 
Z abſolutely neceſſary, to make us compleat- Þ 
ly Righteous in the Sight of God, and of 
his holy Law. And tho' theſe two Parts? 
of his Obedience, cannot be divided, yet 
they may be diſtinguiſbed: Divided they 
cannot be, inaſmuch as*®that Soul, who 
is waſh'd from Sin in his Blood, or by his 
4 pom Obedience, is alſo made Righteous by 


* > 


And as the compleat Obedience of Chriſt, 


in both its Parts, is the Matter of Fuſti- 


fication, or of the juſtifying a 
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of a Sinner before God; ſo it ſtands alone, 
as ſuch, in its own comprehenſive Glory, 
excluſive of all the Creature's Works, whe- 
ther before, or after its Regeneration by 
the Spirit of God. As, Rom. iv. 6. Even 
as David alſo deſcribeth the Bleſſedneſs of 

the Man unto whom God imputeth Righ- 
teouſneſs without Works, This Righteouſ- 
neſs, which is here ſaid to be without 
Works, ® the Obedience of Jeſus Chriſt ; 

which is the juſtifying Righteouſneſs of a 
Sinner; and is ſo compleat in itſelf, that 
nothing can be added to it, to make it 
more ſo, All the Yorks of the Creature, 
ſince the Fall, are Imperfef ; and there- 
fore utterly unfit to be its juſtifying Righ- 
teouſneſs before God, either in Whole, 
or in Part. It's impoſſible, that an imper- 
fect Obedience, can make the Perſon that 
performs it perfectly Righteous ; and ſuch 
is, the infinite Purity of God's Nature, and 
the Strictneſs of his Juſtice, that he can 
accept of nothing for Righteouſneſs, that is 
not perfectly conformed to the Rule of it, 


in his holy Law. And therefore our own | 
Obedience, cannot be the Mole of our 


Righteoufneſs before God. Nor can it be 
any Part of it; becauſe, that which is 
is wholly im perfect, can be no Part of 
Perfection. 
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upon Fuſtification. 19 
The beſt Moral Performances, that'a 
Perſon is. capable of, while in an unre- 


generate State, fall far ſhort of that per- 


fect Righteouſneſs which the Law requires ; 


and therefore cannot be pleaſing unto God, 
and accepted by him, as ſuch; and ſo 


they can't make the Perſon acceptable in 


is Sight, that performs them. Whence 


it is, that they that are in the Fleſh, (or 


N in a State of Unregeneracy) cannot pleaſe 
God, Rom. viii. 8. For without Faith it 
is impoſſible to pleaſe him, Heb. xi. 6. The 


chief End of every natural Man,' in doing 
good Works, is to make himſelf Rygh- 


IF Zeous in the Sight of God; and as he brings z 


his own Righteouſneſs to make him ac- 


cepted, which falls ſo far ſhort of what 4 


God's Law requires, it's impoſſible that he 


ſhould be pleaſing to him, or ;uftify'd by 3 | 


him. So that the Works of the Creature, 
while in an unregenerate State, can be no ⁵ 
Part of that Righteouſneſs, which makes 
a Sinner juſt in the Sight of God. .. 

And as for thoſe Works of the Creature, 
which are done after it is born from above; 
tho' they are indeed pleaſing, and accept- 
able unto God, by Chriſt, in Point of 


| filial Obedience, yet not in Point of juſtifys 

ing R:ghteoufneſs. Nor doth ſuch a Sul, 
perform them for that End. No; the 
ek Soul 


E 


\ 
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Soul that is born again, that has Faith in 
Jeſus, brings nothing for its Acceptance 
with God, and Juſtification in his Sight, 
but the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt : And with 
this, God the Father is ſo well pleaſed, 
as it anſwers the glorious Perfections of 
his Nature, and all the Requirements of 


his holy Law, that he cannot but accept 


ſuch a Soul ; and pronounce it Righteous, 
to the utmoſt Perfection, in that glorious 
Righteouſneſs its Faith lays hold of, and 


pleads before him. Thus its Perſon is ac- 


cepted. And where God accepts the Per- 


. ag —_—"" "Sean 


fon, he accepts the Yorks of that Perfon. | 


As Gen. iv. 4. And the Loxp bad reſpect 


unto Abel, and to his Offering, Firſt to 
Abels Perſon, and then to his Offering. 
And the Reaſon why God had reſpect un- 


to him, and to his Offering, was becauſe 


he had Faith in the Meſſiab, who was to 
come ; and look'd for all his Acceptance 
with God, in Chriſt, the promis'd Seed. 
As, Heb. xi. 4. By Faith Abel offered 
unto God a more excellent Sacrifice than 
Cain. His Faith brought Cbriſt, typ'd 
out in that Offering, for the Acceptance 
of his Perſon, in Point of Righteouſneſs, 


with God; and that Sacrifice, to be ac- 
cepted by Chriſt, in Point of filial Obe+ 


dence. And ſo both found the higheſt 


Ac- 
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Acceptance with God. And thus all 
the good Works of the New- born, be- 
ing done in Faith, are acceptable unto God, 
by Chriſt, but not in Point of Righ- 
teouſneſs; nor do they perform them 
for that End. The good Works of a 


regenerate Perſon, are indeed of a more 


excellent Kind, than can poſſibly be per- 


| form'd by any natural Man; inaſmuch as 


they ſpring from a Principle of true Love 
to God in the Heart, have an higher Con- 
formity to the perfect Rule of his holy 
Law, and the End of them, is, the Glory 
of God in Chriſt. But yet, they are not 


witheut Sin; they have much Imper- 


fection in them; and need waſhing in the 
Blood of Chriſt, in order to their Ac- 
ceptance with God, in Point of Obedience. 
And being thus imperfect in themſelves, 


they can be no Part of that perfect Righ- 


teouſneſs, which is the Matter of a Sin- 
ner's Juſtification in the Sight of Gd. 
Thus it appears, that all the Yorks of 
the Creature, both in a regenerate, as well 
as in an unregenerate State, are altogether 
unfit to be the Matter of its Righteouſneſs 
before God ; and therefore muſt needs 
ſtand excluded from being any Part 


thereof. 2 3 
Heſides, it was not becoming the in- 


finite 
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teouſneſs, than that which is abſolutely 


And on this Account alſo, all the Forks 


finite Wiſdom of Fehovah, to appoint any 
other Obedience, -for a juſtifying Righ- 


Perfect, which his holy Law can approve 
of, and his ſtrict Juſtice accept; and ac- 
cordingly, he hath appointed no other. 


of the Creature, ſtand excluded from 
being any Part of its juſtifying Righ- 
teouſneſs. As they are altogether unfit, 
in themſelves, to be the Matter of it; ſo 
they were never appointed for this End. 


No; God hath appointed the Obedience 


of his Son, to be the only juſtifying Righ- 


teouſneſs of a Sinner; And this, as was 


ſaid, is ſo compleat in itſelf, that nothing 1 
can be added to it, to make its Glory 1 


more full. 

It's impoſſible, that our imper fest Obe- 
dience ſhould make Chriſt's more perfect. 
Yea, was ours abſolutely perfect, yet 
could it add no Perfection to his. Chriſt's | 
Righteouſneſs, has all Perfections in it, 
both created, and uncreated! And what 
can be added to that which is Infinite? 
and ſuch is the Glory of Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs! Would it not then be a Dil- 
grace to this full, this glorious Robe, to 


tack any Part of the Creature's Obedience 


to it, was it ever fo PRIN ? How much 
more 
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more then is it ſo, to join our 17mperfett. 


Obedience, the filthy Rags of a Sinners 
Righteouſneſs, to the ſpotleſs Obedience, 
the infinitely glorious Righteouſneſs of the 
Son of God! Would it not be a Diſgrace 
to the Creature- Sun, to pretend to ſet a. 
Candle by its bright Body, to make its 
Light more Glorious? Much more is it ſo, 
to Chriſt, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, to pre- 
tend to join the dim Light of our Obe- 
dience, with his, as if this could add to 


its infinite Glory] No, no; let Chriſt 


ſtand alone, in that exalted Sphere, where 
his Father has plac'd him, and for ever 
ſhine forth in the peculiar Glory of his 


i own great Name, THE LORD our 


RI1iG6HTEousNEss! While all the innu- 
merable Multitude of the ſaved ones, for 
ever bow down, with the deepeſt Adora- 
tion; Rejoycing to be made perfectly Glo- 
rious, and everlaſtingly Bleſſed, by the 
reſplendent Rays of his infinite Bright- 
neſs, caſt upon them ! While wondering 
Angels aſſiſt the Joy, and join the Praiſe, 
to the endleſs Ages of a bleſt Eternity 
But ſtay, my Soul, thou art yet in the 
Body ; and muſt wait a while, for the 
Glory of that bright Day, when, in hea- 
venly Raptures, and endleſs Praiſes, thou'lt 
ling the Lamb's new Song; aan, 
bim 


— * 
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him worthy to have all the Glory of thy 
Salvation; who has /ov'd thee, and waſh'd 
thee from thy Sins in his own Blood; and 
made thee ſplendidly Glorious, by the 
refulgent Rays of his own infinite Righ- WW 
teouſneſs ! which he hath caſt upon thee, 
and with which he ſurrounds thee ! And 
mean while, tho' thou art overſpread with |! 
Sin, Death, and Darkneſs in thy ſelf: | 


Yet lift up thy Head, rejoyce in thy 


Saviour, and praiſe THE LORD TEXT 


R1GHTEOUSNEss, to the utmoſt of thy || 
preſent Ability, thy little Strength; and 


Humbly make thy Boat in him, all the 


Day long; even, all this ſhort Space of 
thy mortal Life, until the Days of Eter- | 
nity come on; and then, thou ſhalt ſee | 
him as he 1s, and praiſe him as thou 
wouldſt, in thoſe Heights of Glory and 
Bliſs, which are yet unknown! in that 
Mount of Viſion, from whence thou ſhalt | 
never come down! But, to return from | 
this Digreſſion: ; 

The Obedience of Chriſt, as the juſtify- 
? ing Righteouſneſs of a Sinner, being ſo 
_ perfe#t in itſelf, that nothing can be added 
to ĩt, by any of the Creature's Obedience, to 
make its Glory more full; yea, ſo perfect, 
that the higheſt Obedience of a Creature, 
were it poſſible that it could be join'd with it, 
| would 


upon Fuſtification, 2 
would be but a Diſgrace to its infinite 
Glory: What Saint then is there, that 
| would deſire to be found in any other 
Righteouſneſs, for his juſtifying Dreſs be- 
fore God? I am ſure, to a Man of them, 
they are all of Jos Mind, who, ho be 
uere perfect, yet would not know his Soul: 
but deſpiſe bis Life, Job ix. 2 1. He ſaw 
ſuch a tranſcendent Glory in his Redecmers 


KRighteouſneſs, that tho' his own were 


perfect, he would not know his Soul; 
that is, he wou'd not approve of his own 

Obedience, as his juſtifying Dreſs before 
 & God; but would deſpiſe his Life, or thoſe, 
his ſuppoſed, perfect Works, to which 
the Law's Promiſe of Life is annexed ; 
and chuſe to be found in Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs, for all his Acceptance with 
God; that ſo he might enjoy that ſu- 
periour Life, Glory, and Blefſſedneſs, 
which are only to be had in, and thro! 
Chriſt, And of this Mind was the Apo- 
ſtle Paul, Phil. iii. 7, &c. He counted 
all his Birth Privileges, and his legal Per- 
formances, both before, and after his Re- 
generation, to be but Loſs and Dung, for 
the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt; 
that ſo he might be found in him, and his 
Righteouſneſs, not having on his own. And 
all the Saints are of this Mind ; they are 
— _ 


26 4A Dies 
ſuch that rejoi ce in Chriſt Feſus. and have 
no Confidence in the Fleſh, As, v | 

And as the compleat Obedience of Jeſus 
Chriſt, is the Matter of a Sinner's Juſtifi- 
cation before God, excluſive of all its own 
Works; ſo, all along, throughout the 
whole Gaſpel, it ſtands oppos'd to the Works 
of the. Law, or our own Obedience to the 
Law ; this alone, having the broad Seal 
of Heaven, the Stamp of divine Autho- 
rity upon it, for this End. And had it 
not been thus, there could have been no 
Salvation, for any one Soul. And there- 


fore the Apoſtle Paul, when he profeſſeth 


_ - himſelf not to be aſhamed of the Goſpel of 


Chriſt ; becauſe it is the Power of God 
unto: Salvation, Rom. i. 16. Gives the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as the Reaſon of 
all that Salvation, which this powerful 
Goſpel brings to poor Sinners, ver. 17. 
For therein (1. e. in the Goſpel) 7s the 
Righteouſneſs of God revealed from Faith to 
Faith, This Righteouſneſs, which is here 
ſpoken of, is the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and is ſtyl'd, the Righteouſneſs of 
God; 1. Becauſe, it was of God the Fa- 
ther's contriving, for the Juſtification, and 
Salvation of his People. 2. Of his ap- 
pointing for that End. 3. Of his Reveal- 
ing. And, 4. Of his accepting. Again, 
it's 


nme 1 


it's ſty1'd; the Righteouſneſs of God ; be- 


Sight; for by the Law is the Knowledge of 
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cauſe the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Perſon 
who wrought it out, is God equal with 
the Father, and has all the eſſential Per- 
fections of the Godhead in him. And 
thus, in all Reſpects, it denotes, the 
Glory and Excellency of this Righteouſ- 
neſs, and the Sufficiency of it, for the Ju- 
ſtification of a Sinner. Thus, Chap. iii. 
20, 21. Therefore by the Deeds of the 
Law there ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified in his 


Sin. In this Verſe, all the Creature's 
Obedience, ſtands for ever excluded, as its 
juſtifying Righteouſneſs before God ; and 
therefore, if there had not been a better 
Righteouſneſs provided, there could have 
been no Salvation for one Sinner. But, 
in the next Verſe, the Salvation of God, 
reveal'd in the glorious Goſpel, is brought 
in, with an Adverſative, a But. But now. 
the Righteouſneſs of God without the Lau 
is manifeſted ; being witneſſed by* the La 
and the Prophets. This Righteouſneſs, is 
ſaid to be manifeſted, and now to be mani- 
feſted: that is, by the bleſſed Gofpel, and 
the Diſpenſation thereof, which brought 
Life and Immortality to Light, thereby, 
for poor Sinners. And this Righteouſneſs 
of God, is ſaid to be without the Law; 
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that is, without our Obedience to the Law. 
But tho, as if the Apoſtle ſhould ſay, 
this Righteouſneſs of 80d, by which a 
Sinner is juſtified, and ſav d. is altogether 
without the Law, the Works of the Law, 
or the Creature's Obedience to it; yet is 
not the Law, hereby, ſet. aſide, or made 
void, but compleatly fulfill d. It's ſuch a | 
Righteouſneſs, that tho” it is not of the | 
Law, nor of the Law's bringing to Light ; 
yet now it is manifeſted by the Goſpel, the 
Law approves of it, as that which anſwers 
all its Demands, -and fatisfies it to the 
Full. . The Law bears Witneſs of it as 
current Coin, that pays it all its Due, 
even to a mighty Overplus. And there- 
fore, when Free-Grace juſtifies a Foner, 
in this Righteouſneſs, that Perſon is pro 
nounced righteous, as a Doer of the 125 
for none but the Doers of the Law can be 
juſtified, Rom. ii. 13. And as none can 
do the Law in their own Perſons, and fo 
cannot be juſtify'd by their own Obe- 
dience; fo "baſe who are juſtify'd in 
Cris, the Righteouſneſs of the Law, is 
nad to be fulfilled in them, Rom. viii. 4. 


= And as this Righteouſneſs of God,” mani- 
feeſted by the Goſpel, is witneſſed to by the 
_ Law, as being every way ſuch that it re- 


quires; fo likewiſe, it's no new, ſtrange . 
Thing, 
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Thing, that was never heard of i in Frag 
World, before the Goſpel, as a Diſpenſa- 
tion, entred ; for it's witneſſed by the Pro- 
phets. Thus it was foretold, what the 
Language of all that are Chriſt 8, ſhould 
be, as they came up in the ſucceſſive Ages 
| of Time; who, one by one, even every 
one for themſelves, ſhould fay, in the 
LoRD have J Righteouſneſs, Iſa. xlv. 24. 
And thus the Lord himſelf ſpeaks 'cgg- 
cerning his People, Chap. li. 17. * 


' i /apon that is form'd againſt thee, ſhall 


proſper'; and every Tongue that ſhall riſe 

againſt thee in Judgment, ſhalt thou con- 
demn. This is the Heritage of the Servants 
of the LogD, and their Righteouſneſs is of 
me, ſaith the LoxD. Thus, Ja. xlvi. 
12, 13. Hearken unto me, ye Stout-heart-. 
ed, that are far from Righteouſneſs. 1 
bring near my Righteouſneſs ; and my Sal- 
vation ſhall not tarry. And, thus it was 
predicted, concerning the Mz ab, as his 
peculiar Work, to finiſh Tranſgreſſion, to 
make an End of Sin, to make Reconcilia- 
tion for Iniquity, and to bring in everlaſt- 
ing Righteouſneſs, Dan, ix. 24. And, to 
| mention no more, this is bis Name where. 
by he ſball be calld, Tas Lon p OUR 

R1GHTEOUSNESS, Jer. xxili. 6, Thus 
the Righteouſneſs of God (the compleat 
B 2 Obedience 
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Obedience of Jeſus Chriſt). without the 
Law (or excluſive of all the Creature's 
Works) being manifeſt, by the Goſpel, 
is witneſſed by the Law and the Prophets, 
as the only juſtifying Righteouſneſs of a 
Sinner before God. And ſo much for the 
firſt Thing propos'd, i. e. the Matter of 
Juſtification. 

Secondly, The Manner of Puſbification, 
is likewiſe to be conſider'd. And this is 
Wo- fold, and has Reſpect, 1. Unto 
God. And, 2. Uagtooürſel ves... 
1. With reſpect unto God, the Man- 
ner of the Juſtification of a Sinner, is by 
Imputation. And this ſtands, in God's 
reckoning, or accounting, and pronouncing 
of a Sinner righteous, in the R:ghteonſneſs 
of his Son. And thus it ſtands oppos'd, 
to a Perſon's being righteous by Inheſion, 
and by his own Performances; as Adam 
was before his Fall. The Law of God 
requires perfect Righteouſneſs, both in 
Heart and Life, in the Creature that 
would be juſtified by it; and it can juſtify 
ſuch an one, and no other. But ſince the 
Fall, neither Adam, nor any of his Po- 
Aerity, were legally righteous. in them- 
ſelyes; and ſo could not be. juſtified by 
their own' Righteouſneſs. For in this 
9 there' is none e (oc legal- 


ly 
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ty righteous in themſelves, and by their: 
own Performances) no not one; Rom. iii. 
10. And therefore by the Deeds of tbe 
Law, no Fle, «ſb can be juſtified in the Sight 


of God, ver. 20. All have finned,. and 
come ort of the Glory of God; and fo are 


ſhut up under the Curſe of his righteous 
Law, and bound over to his Wrath, in 
the Sentence thereof; and: ſo there's no 
Life for a Sinner by the Law: It cannot 
juſtify, but muſt condemn, an unrigh- 
teous Perſon. But the Goſpel reveals a 
Righteouſneſs of God's providing; where- 
in a Sinner may be perfectly righteous in 


the Eye of his holy Law, and ſtrict 


Juſtice; and accordingly juſtified, and 


ſav'd unto Life eternal. And this, as 
was ſaid, is the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
which God the Father reckons or imputes 
= a poor Sinner, as its 07, He puts, 


or placeth Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. to the 


Sinner's Account; as he put or placed his 


Sin unto” Chriſt's Score. As, 2 Cor. v. 
21. For be bath made bim to be Sin for 


ut, "who knew no Sin; that aue might be 


node the Righteouſneſs of God in bim. 
Chriſt knew no Sin, either by Inheſion, 


or Commiſſion; and yet God the Father, 


it, or plac'd the Sins of his People, to 
Us) Account, imputed them unto him, 
B 3 and 
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and ſo ads him Sin for us; that ſo we, 
who knew no Righteouſneſs, might be 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in him, 
by having his Righteouſneſs put, or plac'd 
to us, as ours, and we prondunced righ- 
teous therein; even perfectly ſo, merely 
by Imputation. And as it was a righteous 
Thing with God, to impute the Sins of 
his People unto Chriſt, becauſe of his 
voluntary undertaking for them, as their 
Surety, in the everlaſting Covenant, to 
take their Debts upon himſelf, and pay 
them to the Full; fo likewiſe, it is a juſt, 
and equitable Thing with God, to mmpute 
the Righteouſneſs of his Son, to his Peo+ 
ple; becauſe it was perform'd by him 
for them, as their Repreſentative, in * 
Room 8d Stead: And accordingly, he 
doth: impute it unto. them, and thereby 
aſia hem juſt, and -pronounce- them 
righiedus in his Sight. And this is the 
vnly Way, whereby a Sinner can be made 
righteous before God, viz. By his im- 
puting a compleat Righteouſneſs to: t, 
Which the Soul. itſelf puts nat ſo much as 
thei leaſt Finger, to So Performance of; 
bit is wholly — out for it, by ano- 
ther As, Nam. iv. 6. Even as David 
2 65 ribeth the Bleſfedneſs ay 


* Nr. uz A 15 


* 


upon Fuſtiſication. x 
unto whom God [imputeth}] fl Righteouſneſs 
without Works. 

And as God 7mputes the Righteouſheſs 
of his Son,. to poor Sinners that have none 
in, or of themſelves, and can be juſt in 
Juſtifying them in this Way ; in as much 
as this Righteouſneſs is ſuch an one, that 
every way anſwers the perfect Parity of 
his Nature, and righteous Law, and was 
wrought out on purpoſe for them; ſo in 
juſtifying a Sinner in this Way, he diſ- 
plays the exceedin 2 Riches of his Grate, 
It was Free Grace that contrived; and ap- 
pointed this Righteouſneſs for a Sinner, 
Free Grace that accepted of it for him, when 
perform'd, and it's Free Grace that im- 
 putes it to him, puts it upon him, ot 
makes him righteous therein. Hence we 
are ſaid to be juſtified freely by bis Grace, 

- thro” the Redeinption that is in Griſt Fe. 
fus, Rom. iii. 24. And to have'Redemp- 
tion  thro' bis Blood, the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins (which is one Part of Juſtifica- 
tion) according to the: Riches of bis 
Grace, Eph. i. 7. The Matter of Juſti- 
Hication, or of the juſtifying Righteouſneſs 
of a Sinner before God, as was before ob- 
ſerv'd, is ** Rzghteouſnes of Chriſt, or 
His active, and affive Obedience; and 
the manner of e - 3 a Sinner, 


by | 
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by the Impotation of this RY 
regards both. God imputes the paſive 
Obedience of Chriſt unto the Soul, or his 
being obedient unto Death, even the Death 
of the Croſs; whereby he ſatisfy'd Juſtice, 
and thereby diſcharges it — all Guilt, 
and freely forgives all its Sins. And he 
likewiſe imputes his active Obedience, or 
the Obedience of Chriſt's Life, to the 
Soul; whereby he makes and declares it 
to be righteous in his Sight. And in both 
Reſpects, there is the = bright Diſplay 
of the exceeding Riches of his Grace. And 
therefore the Righteouineſs of Chriſt, by 
which a Sinner is juſtified, is faid to be a 
Gift, a Free Gift, and a Gift by Grace. 
As, Rom. v. 15, 16, 17. But not as the 
Offence, fo alſo is the Free Gift. For if 
thro' the Offence of one, many be dead; 
much more the Grace of God, and the Gift 
by Grace, which is by one Man Jeſus 
Chriſt, hath abounded unto many. And 
not as it was by one that finned, ſo is the 
Gift: For the Judgment was by. one unto 
 Condemnatian; but the Free Gift is 
many Offences unto Juſtification. Fur 1 
ene Man's Offence, Death reigned by 
ane; much more they which receive v | 
Zundance of Grace, aud f the Gift of 
„ ſhall reign in Life, by one, 


upon ute, 2 5 

eſis Chriſt, Thus the Manner of a 
Sinner's eee a with reſpect un. 
to God, is by Imputation, or the In- 
putation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs to it, 
by God the Father, of the freeſt Grace. 
And, 
 * With reſpeR unto us, the Manner 
of Juſtification,” is by Fuitb. And here 
I ſhall ſhew, briefly, 1. What kind of 
Faith, juſtifying Faith is. 2. How this 
Faith acts towards its prope? Objects. 
And, 3. How, or in what Reſpects the 
. of a Sinner is by Faith. * 
ſhall begin to ſhew, 
_ iſt, - What kind of Faith, \juſfiffing 
Faith is. And in order hereto, ſhall ob- 
ſerve, 1. What it is not. And, 2. W = 
it 16. And | 

1. Juſtifying Faith, is not a mere Fro 
florical Faith, or a bare Aſſent to the 
Truth of Chriſt's coming into the World 
to be the Saviour of Men, of his dying 
for Sinners, of his rifing from the 
Grave, and of his coming again at the 
laſt Day, to be the Judge of Quick 
and Dead. This is no more than the 
Devils have, who believe and fremble'; 
and no more than what thouſands may 
have, where the Goſpel comes, and yet 
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. 7 1 Faith, is a . ee Faith, 
that is peculiar to God's Eled ; and there- 
tore ſtyl'd, the Faith. of God's Ele&, Tit. 
i. 1. And tho” this Faith, is call'd com- 
mon Faith, ver. 4. yet this Phraſe denotes 


no more, than that it is common to all the 


Elect of God; and is not to be under- 
ſtood, as if it was common to others, to- 
gether with them. It is likewiſe ſtyl'd 
precious Faith, 2 Pet. i. 1. To them that 
have obtained .like precious Faith with us. 
And it's faid to be a Gift of God's 1091 
Grace, to the Saved ones, Epb. ii. 8. 
That ſame Free Grace, that gives them 
Salvation, as the End of their Faith, gives 
them Faith, as a Means to that End. 
This Gift of juſtifying Faith, ſprings out 
of the ik of Election; and there- 

fore it's ſaid, As xii. 48 As many 
as were ordained to eternal Life, be- 
lieved. And to denote the Speciality 
ord its Kind, it is ſaid to be Faith of 
e Operation of God, who raiſed Chriſt 

| the Dead, Col. ii. 12. And to be 
effected by the exceeding Greatneſs of 

God's Power, which he wrought in 
. Chrift, when be raisd bin from the 
| Dead, 
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Dead, Eph. i. 19, 20. But thus much 
as to the Kind of ee. Faith. x: 
come to''ſhew, 

2dly, How this Faith afts emen its 
proper Obje#ts. The Objects of juſtifying 
Faith, are, the Perſon of Cbriſt in his 
Death, and Reſurrection, his Blood, and 
Righteouſneſs ; —_ God the Father, in, 
and thro' him, as juſtifying the Un- 
godly. Chriſt is oh immediate Object, 
and God in him, the ultimate Object of 
this juſtifying F aith. And how it acts 
towards theſe its Objects, I am now to 
ſhew. But before I ſpeak of its At, 
I would juſt give a Hint of it, as it is 
a Principle, For as in Nature, there 
muſt be Life, before Motion, ſo it is 
in Grace. I 


Juſtifying Faith, then, as it is a Prin- 


ciple, grows not in Nature's Garden, is 


not brought into the World with us, nor 
acquired by human Endeavours ; but is 
wrought in the Soul, by the Almighty 
Energy of the Spirit of God, at the Time 
of Regeneration. And hence, the Grace 
of Faith, is reckon'd up among the reſt, 
as the Fruit of the Spirit, Gal. v. 22. 
When I ſay, the Principle of Faith, is 
wrought in the Soul, by the Spirit of 
God, I intend thereby, his immediate 


Efficiency 
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536 "A Diſcourſe | 
Efficiency therein; and notꝭ to exclude the | 
Father," and the Son; from this great 
Work. No; all the three Perſons in 
God, have a joint Eſiciency in the Work | 
of F aith, and accordingly, it is aſcribed | 
to them all: Sometimes to the Father, 
ſometimes to the Son, and ſometimes to 
the Spirit; becauſe all have a joint Hand 
therein. The Father works it by Chriſt, 
Chriſt works it from the Father, and the 
Spirit works it from both. For when the 
appointed Time comes, that a Veſſel of 
Mercy, is to be fill'd with the Life of 
Grace; God the Father, the great Hu/- | 
.bandman, cuts the Soul off from the wild | 
Olive Tree, its old Stock, the firſt Adam, | 
and the Old Covenant, and ingrafts it into 
Chrift, the Second Adam, the good Olive 
Tree; and thereby, brings it under the 
New Covenant, and gives it a new Life, 
the Life of Grace, from Chriſt, its new, 
and living Root. And Chriſt, at the 
ſame Inſtant apprebends, or lays hold on 
the Soul, and ſecretly unites himſelf to it; 
and hereby, communicates the Spirit of 
Grace, and the ſpiritual L/ of Grace, 
unto it, out of his own Fulneſs. . And 
the holy Spirit of God, at the ſame Mo- 
ment, being ſent from the Father, and 
+hs Son, takes Poſſeſſion of the Soul for 

Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, to form his Image in it; and in- 


ſtantaneouſly, gives it the Liſe of Grace, 


or a Principle of every Grace, and ſo, in 


particular, of this Grace of Faith, by his | | 


own immediate Efficiency, Thus this 
Grace of Faith, as a Principle, is crea- 


ted in the Soul, by Father,” Son, and 


Spirit; and, with reſpect to each of 
the ſacred Three, is a Work of Aumigb- 
tineſs. But as the Holy Spirit, is the 
immediate Efficient hereof, ſo, as I 
ſaid, this Principle of Faith, is wrought 
in the Soul, by h:s Almighty Energy. 


And this Principle of Faith, wrought 
in the Soul, is a ſpiritual Ability to 
know Chrift, and God in him, to have 


Communion with him, to receive all Grace 
from him, and to give all Glory to him. 
Hence, in its Acts, as it is a Chriſt diſ- 


cerning Faith, a Soul transforming Faith, 


an Heart purifying Faith; fo it is a wn. I 
ing Faith, it worketh by Love ; it unites 


the Soul to the Objects beheld ; it makes 


Chriſt, and God in him, precious to the Soul; 
it makes his Promiſes precious, his Ordi- 
nances precious, his Commandments pre- 


Soul to lay out itſelf for the Glory of God, in 1 


all holy Obedience; and while it thus walks 
in Wijdom's Ways, it finds them all to be 
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N 2 N all ber '\ Paths Peace. 
Bat as Lam not to ſpeak of the Acts of 
Faith, comprehenſively, but only of _ 
| which are peculiar to it, as juſtifying ;- 
ſhall paſs over thoſe of its Acts, roots 
it is more properly call'd, uniting Faith, 
ing Faith, and working Faith; 
and mal attend to the proper Acts of juſti- 


iff Fig Faith: For 1 in theſe it worketh not 


at all. 
Thus 3 hinted, 3 the Prin- 


ciple of Faith is wrought i in the Soul, and 
that it is a ſpiritual Ability to know, and 


"hl | = obey God in Chriſt ; I come now to ſpeak 
of hs Acts of this Principle, as it's ſtyl'd 
| | juftifying Faith ; or to ſhew, how juſtify- 


ing Faith, acts towards Chriſt, and God 


1 | in bim, its proper Objects. And in order 


to the actings of Faith towards theſe its 
Objects, there muſt be firſt a Revelation 


of them. The Principle of Faith, as I've 
_ id, is a ſpiritual Ability to know, and 


obey Chriſt and God in him; and the 
attings of this Principle, towards its Ob- 
Jedts, differ from it, juſt as the Actions of 
the Eye, in feerng an Object, differ from 
its Power of Sight; and as the Addion of 
the Hand, in receiving a Gift, differs from 
its Power of Reception. And as the Eye, 


in n Nature, tho” it be ever ſo good, cannot 
di Jay 


10 Jußſtiſication. 41 "» 
diſcern an „ unleſs it is -preſented Þ 
before it, in Ligbt, the aper Medium, 
vhereby it may be beheld; ſo, nor can 
. the Eye of Faith, fee: Chriſt, unleſs he is 
revealed to it, by his Spirit in his Word. 
And as the Hand, in Nature, cannot re- 
cei ue a Gift, unleſs it is exbibited to it; 
ſo nor can the Hand of Faith, receive 
Chriſt, unleſs he is held forth thereto, and 
put into it, by his Spirit and Word. And 
therefore, ſays our Lord, ſpeaking of the 
holy Ghoſt, he ſhall glorify me; for hie ſhall 
receive of mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto * 
John xvi. 14. 
And further, in order to the Ronelation 3 
of Chriſt, (for I begin with Chriſt, be- 
| cauſe he is the immediate Object of F aith) 
the Holy Spirit of God, having wrought 
the Principle of Faith, diſcovers to the 
Soul, its own miſerable, and wretched 
State by Nature ; as being under the Guilt, 
and Power of Bin: the Curſe of God's ³⁵⁶ 
Law, and the due Deſert of his eternal 
Vengeance. And this he does, by bring- Þ 
ing the Law home to the Canſcience, in 
its Purity, and Spirituality ; as it requires 
perfect, univerſal, and perpetual Obe- 
dience, in Heart, Lip, and Life; and de- 
nounceth Wrath and Death upon every 
e atk for the leaſt Failure herein. 
Where- 
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_ Whereupon, the Soul receives a full Con- 


U "IO "uf LY 
bona 


viction of its preſent. Miſery, and of its 
utter Inability to help, or deliver itſelf 


from it; and ſo it dies unto all Hope of 


Life by the Law. And having ſuch a 
clear diſcerning by Faith, of the Depth 
of its Miſery, as it never before had, nor 


| could have imagined, it cries out,” as be- 


ing in the greateſt Diſtreſs, What my 1 


do to be ſaved ? 


And now, the Soul being 15. has a 
ſenſible Need of the Phybian' And be- 
ing hereby prepar d for the Revelation of 


Chriſt, the holy Spirit reveals him to the 


Soul, ani ſets him before the Eye of its 


Faith, in all his Fulneſs, as the great Sa- 
viour, as every way ſuitable to its Caſe, 


as a miſerable Sinner. And hereby he 
makes ſuch an alluring Diſplay of his 
Glory to it, that attracts the whole Soul 
after him. And as he preſents the Ex- 
cellency of Chriſt to the Eye of Faith, fo 
he convinces the Soul of the abſolute Ne- 
ceflity of looking unto him alone, for all 
its Salvation, As it is the Command of 
God, that a periſhing Sinner, made ſenſi- 
ble of its Miſery, ſhould believe on the 
Name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt; And as it is 
the Declaration of Heaven, that there is 


Salvation in no other, either Perſon, or 


Thing, 
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Thing, nor in any other” Way, than bß 
Faith in him; whereupon, the Soul; ſes? 
ing the Miſery, and Damnation that will” 
inevitably be the Lot of all Unbelievets, 
and the Happineſs, and Salvation of all: 
thoſe who are enabled to believe in Chriſt; 4 A 
it attempts to put forth an A# of Faith on MW 
him, for itſelf, being emboldened hefein, 
by the Command of God, and encourage 8 
hereto, by the indefinite Promiſes of the 
Goſpe |. And tho' the Soul feels its t- 
ter Inability to put forth an A# of Faith 
on Chriſt, for itſelf, by reaſon of choſe 
Weights which are upon it, thoſe innu- 
merable Sins, and Fears, Which drag it 
downward towards Deſpair; yet it is ena 
bled ſo to do, by the ee Greats 
of God's Power, "according to the Working,” 
the Energy, or the preſent exerting of bis" 
mighty Power, which he wrought in Chriſt, Þ 
when he raifed bim from the Dead, ant. 
et hint at his own Right- Hand, &c. "Eph: _ 
i. 19, 20. And as the Soul is enabled to 
act Faith upon Chrift ; ſo it is upon him, 
as preſented in ſome Promiſe, or Declara- 
tion of the Goſpel... For as the Spirit, is 
the revealing Agent, and Cbrift the re- 
vealed Object, ſo * Goſpel, in the Hand 
of the Spirit, is the revealing Light; in 
Wb F aith's * being preſented, it 
4 ACIS 9 
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acts towards him as ſuch, according to 


the Degree of the Revelation made, and | 
Aſſiſtance afforded, by that ſovereign | 
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Lord, who, as he worketh herein, divid- 


erb to every Man ſeveraliy as he a0 l 
And by the Way, this ſhews the wo- 
ful Ignorance of thoſe Perſons, who think, 
Faith is a light Matter: and from thence 
are apt to fay, what, muſt we do nothing 
to be ſaved, but juſt believe? This is an 
ealy Thing indeed. But, ah! miſerable 
Souls, how wretched is their Cafe, who 


thas argue! This ſhews them to be yet | 


* be Gall ff Bitterneſs, and in the Bonds | 


Iniguity; that they never knew what 
the Pangs of the New-Birth, nor Soul- 
Plunges were. That they never expe- 
gienc'd what it is, for a Soul to have the 
Guilt of Sin charg'd home upon the Con- 
ſcience, to have the Curſes of the Law 
roaring out againſt it, and to be ſtript 
Naked of all Self-Righteouſneſs, and 
Strength; and in ſuch a Caſe, and Time, 
to be call: d to put forth an Act of Faith 
on Chriſt, for itſelf; and that they ne- 
ver knew, what Power is requiſite; to 
enable a Soul ſo to do. Will any fay it 

is an eaſy Thing to believe. Aye, ſay I, 
ſo it is, with ſuch a Faith, that thoufands 
have, and * periſh. With ſuch a Paith, 
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- ſuch a mighty Performance. 
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by which the Soul ſhelters itſelf, under 
the falſe Refwuges of its own, a pprehended, 


Righteouſneſs, and Strength; while it 


wears its own Garment, and eats its own 
Bread, i. e. works for Life, or thinks to 
live upon its own Earnings; while it only 
makes mention of Chriſt, and would be 
calld by bis Name, a Chriſtian, to take 
away its Reproach, The. iv. 1. It's an eaſy 
thing to believe, with ſuch a Faith, that 
can only ſtand in a Calm. But is it an 
eaſy thing to believe in a Storm? When 
the Storm of God's apprehended Wrath, 
beats vehemently againſt the Soul; then 
for it, in the Fa ace of the Tempeſt, to put 


| | forth an Ad of Faith on Chriſt, for it 


elf, is this an eg Thing? If it is an ca- 
Thing for a dead Man to act; then it 
is an £4 hg or an unregenerate,: un- 
guic ten d Soul, to put forth an A of 
ſaving Faith upon Chriſt. If it is an 
eaß Thing for a Creature, in the utmoſt 
Weakneſs, to perform mighty Alls; then 
is it an eafy Thing, even for the New- | 
born Soul, in all its felt Weakneſs, to put 
forth an 448 of Faith on Chriſt for Ts 4 
in the Depth of its Diſtreſs; which is 
No, this is 
a Thing, quite out of the Reach of all 
Creature- Power, It is indeed eafy, for a 

Soul, 
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Soul, that has a Principie of ſaving Faith, 
wrought in it, to put forth an Aci of | 
Faith on Chriſt, when the Power of | 
God enables it thereunto as eaſy as it | 
is to "breathe, when Reſpiration? s free; 
as ea as it is for the Eye to fee a pre- 
ſented Object, when it has a Perfection 
of Light, and a Plenitude of viſive Spi- 
rits; and as eafy as it is for the Hand to | 
receive a Gift that is put into it; and 
for the Foot to walꝭ unto any deſign'd 
Point of the Compaſs, when both have 
a Fulneſs of Life and Spirits, for thoſe | 
Motions. But otherwiſe, to put forth an 
Act of Faith, is quite out of the Reach of 
the Creature's Ability. But to go on, 
It is a moſt certain Truth, that no- 
thing leſs” than Ommnipotence is requir'd, 
to enable a Soul to put forth an Act of 
Faith on Chriſt, according to the Degree 
of the Revelation of him made unto it. 
If any thing leſs than Almightineſs could 
Work Faith, the Power that enables a 
Soul to believe, would never have been 
ſo aggrandiz d, as here, in this Ephefian 
Text it is. Where it's ſaid to be [hrs] 
—_ 7: God's, Power, the [Greatneſs] of 
ilk 1 bis Power; and the [exceeding] Greatneſs 
bois his Power ; and that Souls believe, ac- 
_ cording to his [mighty] Power, and, * 
the 


W 
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he [working] of his mighty Power, 
W-obich. he wrought in Chr iſt, when be rais d 
im from the Dead, and ſet him at his own 
R:ght-Hand in the heavenly Places, &c. 
Our Lord, by the Almighty Power of 
God, had a double Reſurrection from the 
Dead; and ſo have his People, in Con- 
formity to him. He had firſt a Reſur- 
rection of his Soul, from under all that 
Guilt, Wrath and Death which he en- 
dured for us; when, the Sufferings of his 
Soul being niſb'd, and divine Juſtice, in 
chat regard, ſatisfy'd, the Joys of his Fa- 
ther's Favour, and of his being the God 
of Peace, both to him, and his, broke out 
upon, his Spirit, like the Sun from under 
an Eclipſe ; and raiſed him up to that 
Life of Joy, in which he cry'd out, I 
is finiſh'd ! Whereupon he commended his 
triumphant Spirit into the Hands of his 
Father, .bow'd the Head, and gave up the 
GH. And again, he had a Reſurrection 
of his Body, from under the Dominion 
of Death and the Grave, when, in his 
whole Perſon, he was openly diſchargd 
from all the Debts, which his, People 
ow'd, and which he had taken upon 
himſelf to pay; and as having done 


upon endleſs Life and Glory, in their 
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Room and Stead. Thus Chriſt, b y the ; 
Power of God, had a double Reſerredtion, | | 
and ſo have his People: for by Virtue 
of their Union with him, they have a 
1 to him. | 
They have firſt a Reſurrection of their 
Sands; ; when, by the mighty Power of | 
God, they are rais'd up from under all | 
Guilt, Wrath and Death in the Con- | 
ſcience, unto Faith in Jeſus; whereby | 
they receive a full Diſcharge from all 
Sin, a Right and Title to endleſs Life and 
Glory, and enter into the preſent Life | 
of a joyful Perſuaſion thereof; which is 
the firſt Fruit .of that full Harveſt of 
Joy and Glory, reſerv'd for them, when 
they ſhall enter into Life eternal, And 
again, they ſhall have a Reſurrection of 
their Bodies, at Chriſt's ſecond Coming; 
they ſhall be openly diſcharg'd from all 
Sin, and publickly pronounc'd Righteous ; 
and as ſuch, call'd to znherit the King- 
dom ꝛchich is prepared for them. Thus 
the Reſurrection of Chriſt's People, 1 
general, bears an Analogy with his; and 
in particular the Reſurrection of their 
Souls, when firſt rais d up unto Faith 
in him, as. dying for their Sins, and 
' raiſed again for their Juſtiſication; and 


is effected by the ſame mighty Power 
WE ; of 
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of God, which he wrought in Chriſt, 
when be raiſed him from the Dead; ac- 
cording to that Proportion, which was requ - 
ſite to raiſe the Head, and the Members. 

And as the firſt Actings of Faith, Y' 
in the ſame Soul, paſs under various De- 
ſcriptions; ſuch as, looking unto Feſius, 
coming unto Chriſt, feeing unto him, 
the City of Refuge, running into his Name, 
as a firong Tower, committing the Soul 
into his Hands, and truſting in his Name, 
for Life and Salvation; ſo the firſt AA. 
| ings of Faith, . in different Souls, may 
in ſome Meaſure vary, while, as was 
ſaid, they believe according to the Mea- 
fare of the Revelation of Chriſt, made 
unto them, and to the Degree of Aſſiſt- 
ance afforded them ; and yet in the Main, 
they all agree, and may be ſum'd up in 
this, viz. The Souls believing on Chriſt, 
for itſelf, for all Life and Salvation. 
Some Souls, have clearer Views of Chriſt, 
and are enabled to believe on him more 
ſtrongly, and others, are more weak in 
Faith: But yet all, believe truly, that 
have a 7 of Chriſt, as the only 
Saviour, and truſt in him alone, for all 
their Salvation. There were ix Cities 
appointed, under the Jeuiſb State, to be 
Kefuge Cities; whither the Manflayer 
might 
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might flee, and be ſafe: All which typ'd 
out that Fulneſs of Refuge and Safety, 
that there is our one Lord Jeſus, for pe- 
riſhing Sinners, that flee unto him by 
Faith, as the Hope ſet before them in 
the Goſpel. And as the Man-ſlayer, be- 
ing to haſte for his Life, unto one of 


the Cities of Refuge, was order'd to flee 


unto that City which was neareſt to him; 


ſo is it the Duty and Privilege of poor 


Sinners, when they ſee their miſerable 
Condition, to haſle immediately unto 


Crit, the great Saviour; and unto that 


in Chriſt, Which they have the 3 * 
diſcerning of, and ſo in that regard, 1 
the Neare/t unto them; as being a fatta- 


ble Relief for that Part of their Miſery, 


which moſt ſenſibly afe#s them. And 


thus ſome Souls, being moſt ſenfibly 


touched with the Guilt and Filth of Sin, 
have a more clear Revelation of the 
Blood of Chrift, in its Excellency and 
Suitableneſs, to cleanſe from all Sin, and 


are led to haſte unto bis, as the 


immediate Refuge ſet before them. O- 
ther Souls, are more ſenſible of their Mi- 
ſery, as naked Creatures, and have a 


more clear Diſcovery of Chriſt, as a ſuit- 


able, glorious Remedy, in regard to his 


Righteouſneſs | and theſe are enabled to 
5 © | run 
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run into his Name, TAE Lox D ouR 
R1GHTEOUSNESS, as the Refuge that is 
next, or moſt immediate, unto them. 
And. others, who have a more general 
Senſe of their Miſery, have a more gene- 
ral Revelation of Chriſt's Excellency; and 
are enabled to flee unto him for Refuge, 
as a compleat Saviour, that is every way 
ſuitable to Zherr Caſe. And tho' the 
diſtin A#ings of Faith on Chriſt, in all 
theſe, vary, yet in the Main they agree; 
inaſmuch as it is one Chr:ft, that is believ'd 
on for Juſtification and Life. They all 
flee unto Chriſt for Refuge, and ſo are 
all ſafe ; tho' one flees unto him under 
one Conſideration, and another under ano- 
ther, according to that Revelation they have 
of him, as ſuitable to their Caſe, For tho' 
the Soul's firſt Actings of Faith on Chriſt, 
may more peculiarly reſpe& ſome one of 
his diſtin Excellencies, than the reſt, 
yet all are imply'd: Faith acts towards 
a whole Chriſt; and thoſe of his Excel- 
lencies, which were not at firſt fo di- 
ſtinctly viewed, and aFed towards by the 
Soul, are Ader hl more fully 4%. * 
ver'd, and particularly dealt with, Thus 
in general, juſtifying Faith a&s towards 
Chriſt, its Object. 

But more * ; the Holy Spi- 
C | 
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| rit.of God, as the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Revelation, reveals He Blood of Chriſt to 
a Sin-burdened Soul in its infinite All-ſuf- 
ficiency to cleanſe from all Sin, in ſome 
or other Promiſe or Declaration of the 
Goſpel; and enables the Soul to 4% Faith 
therein. Thus Nom. iii. 2 5. Mom God 
bath ſet forth to be a Propitiation, thro 
Faith in his Blood. And the particular 
Aings of juſtifying Faith, towards Chriſt, 
with regard to his Blood, are, 1. A Dif. 
cerning -of its All-fufficiency to take away 
Sin. 2. An approving of it as ſuch. And 
3. An entire Dependance upon it, and 
Recourſe unto it, for all Pardon, and 
Peace with God. All which are compre- 
hended in that Phraſe, Faith in his Blood. 
The Soul that acts Faith in Chriſt's 
Blood, as on the one Hand, it diſcerns 
the infinite All. ſuſficiency thereof, to 
cleanſe it from all Sin; ſo on the other, 
it ſees an utter Inſufficiency | in every thing 
elſe, in all its Prayers, Tears, Sufferings, 
Sc. to take away the leaſt Sin, or in the 
leaſt-wiſe to remove, either the Guilt, 
or Stain of any of its Tranſgreſſions. 

And as ſuch a Soul, approves of the 
Blood of Chriſt, as ſufficient, in itſelf, 
to take away Sin, and as it is appointed 


of God. for this End : ſo it iſabproves ol 
"mn 


uon Fuſtification. '£3 

the pretended Efficacy of every Thing elſe 

for this Purpoſe. e 

Again, as ſuch a Soul, has an entire De- 

 pendance upon the precious Blood of Chriſt, 
for all its Pardon, and Peace with God, 
and as it has an utter Independance upon 

every Thing elſe, either to procure its 
Pardon, or make its Peace; ſo it would 

not, for a World, ſubſtitute any Thing of 
its own, either Doings, or Sufferings, in 
the room of Chriſt's Blood, or join them 

together with it; becauſe it ſees, that no- 
thing elſe, can take away Sin, and alſo, 
becauſe it would not derogate from the 
Honour of the Redeemer's Blood, No; 
the Soul that acts Faith in Chriſt's Blood, 
falls down, and adores the Redeemer, in 
the infinite All-ſufficiency of his great 
Sacrifice, and depends upon this alone, 
for its Juſtification from all Sin, in the 
Sight of God. Faith will give none of 
the Glory, that is due to Chriſt's Blood, 
as it cleanſeth from all Sin, to any Thing 
done, or ſuffer'd by the Creature; but ſets 
the Crown upon the Redeemer's Head, 
and proclaims the Lamb worthy to have all 
the Glory, of waſhing his People from their 
Stns in his own Blood, Rev. i. 5. Thus juſti- 
tying Faith, acts towards Chriſt, its OBject, 
with regard to his paſſive Obedience, his 
| — Blood, 
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Blood, according to the revealed Efficacy 
thereof, for a full Diſcharge from all Sin, 
, The Spirit of Chriſt, reveals to 
| the Soul, in and by the Goſpel, his active 
Obedience, his Righteouſneſs, ſtrictly ſo 
call'd : and Faith a&s towards it accord- 
_ ingly. Thus, Rom. i. 17. This Righ- 
feouſneſs of Ged, is ſaid to be revealed from 
Faith to Faith, As the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, is externally reveal'd in the Goſpel, 
which is the Doctrine of Faith; ſo like- 
wiſe, it is internally reveal'd, by his Spi- 
rit, to the Soul; or ſet before the Eye of 
its Faith, in ſome, or other, Word of the 
Goſpel, ſhining in upon the Heart, in 
the Holy Ghoſt's Light. Chriſt is ſaid 
to be made of God, unto us, Righteouſneſs, 
as well as Redemption, x. Cor. i. 30. As 
he is made Redemption to us, both by 
Price, and Power; for the F orgiveneſs 
of all our Sins, and for our Deliverance 
from all Enemies; ſo he is made Righ- 
teouſneſs to us, Ge! the Juſtification of -our 
Perſons in the Sight of God ; or, for the 
making us poſitively righteous before God, 
to the | utmoſt Perfection: Whereupon 
we are declar'd righteous, have now a 
Title to, and ſhall, ere long, inherit eter- 
nal Life.” 80 likewiſe, it is ſaid, that 


Chriſt was made Sin for us, chat we a : 
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be made the: Righteouſneſs of God in bim, 
2 Cor. v. 21. And that, 'tis by the Obe- 
dience of one, that many ſhall: be made 
righteous, Rom. v. 19. And when the 
Spirit of Chriſt, takes the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, and ſhews it to the Soul, in theſe 
Words, or in any other Word of the Goſpel, 
he makes ſuch a Revelation of it to the 
Mind, that it never before ſaw. The 
Soul had wont to think, that that Righ- 
teouſneſs, whereby it might find Accept- 
ance with God, and be juſtified before 
him, was ſomething, either in, or done 
by itſelf. If it had any Sight of the Need 
of Chriſt's Blood, to cleanſe it from Sin; 
(as ſome Sight of this, a natural Man is 
capable of, tho' not of that ſaving Sight 
of it, which is peculiar to the New-Born, 
upon the. Spirit's Revelation) yet ſtill the 
Soul thought, that it muſt endeavour to 
make itſelf rigbteous in the Sight of God, 
by._its own Obedience; and that for this 
End it muſt do good Works. But when 
the Spirit ſhews the Righteouſneſs: of 
Chriſt, to the Faith of any Soul, it is 
quite of another Mind. Now the Soul 
ſees, that that Righteouſneſs, which alone 
can make a Sinner juſt: before God, is 
only in the Lox D; i. e. In the Lord Je- 
ſus, as the repreſenting Head of his Peo- 
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ple: It ſees, that [Chriſt] is made unte 
Ws, Righteouſneſs ; That *tis in [him] ve 
are made the Righteouſneſs. of God ; and 
that, Tis by [his] Obedience, that many 
ſhall be made e And as by this 
Revelation of the Spirit, the Soul ſees the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, in its Reality, 
and alſo, in its Beauty, Fulneſs, Ex- 
cellency and Glory; ſo, by Faith, it acts 
towards it for Juſtification, As this Righ- 
teouſneſs is revealed to Faith; fo Faith acts 

towards this Righteouſneſs, or towards 
Cbriſt, with Regard to his Righteoufneſs ; 
1. By looking unto it. 2. By receiving, 
or embracing of it. And 3. By depending 
upon this alone, for its only juſtifying 
Righteouſneſs before Gd. 

As the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is re- 
veal'd in the Goſpel, unto all Nations for 
the Obedience of Faith, and reveal'd by 
the Spirit, unto all thoſe who have Faith 
wrought in their Hearts; ſo Faith ads 
towards this R. ghbteoilſneſi, by ſubmitting 
to it. As is plainly imply'd, in what is 
aſſerted concerning Unbelievers, that they, 
being ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs, go 
about to eftabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, 
and have not ſubmitted themſelves unto 
the Righteouſneſs of God, Rom. x. 3. If 


this is the Character of an Unbeliever, 
that 
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that he is ſuch an one, that doth not ſub- 
mit to this Righteouſneſs of God; then 
the Character of a Believer, muſt be juſt 
the Reverſe; and the Soul that as F aith, 
in ſubmitting to this Righteouſneſs, looks 
unto this alone, for its Juſtification in the 
Sight of God. As poor Sinners are call'd 
to /ook unto Feſus alone, for all that Ful- 
neſs of Salvation that's in him; ſo, in 
particular, they are call'd to look unto 
him, as THE LoxD ouR RIGHT EOS 
- NESS; and that when they are far from 
Righteouſneſs, or have none at all of their 
own, to recommend them to God, As 
1/a. xlv. 22. Look unto me, and be ye 
ſaved, all the Ends of the Earth. And, 
Chap. xlvi. 12, 13. Hearken unto me, ye 
Stout-hearted, that are far from Righ- 
teouſneſs. J bri ng near my Righteouſneſs. 
'Tis as if the Lord ſhould fay, © Hear ye 
ſtout-hearted Souls, that in the Pride of 
© your Spirits, have refus'd Subjection to 
my Righteouſneſs, and have gone about 
making yourſelves righteous, by the 
Works of your own Hands, which yet 
leave you in a State that is far from 
Righteouſneſs; I bring near my Righ- 
teouſneſs, 1 have a Righteouſneſs for 
you, that you never thought of; a com- 
Pleat glorious Robe, of my own work- 
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wok ing out, in. u Which there's a Fulneſs of 
Salvation for you: Look therefore, up- 
705 

5 7 this PHY, eg and be ye 


nth, oat as ** al convinc'd 
of the Vanity of looking for Salvation 
from thence; and hots unto the Re- 
deemer's Righteouſneſs, and to that alone, 
as being infinitely ſufficient to juſtify, and 
fave it. And the Language of ſuch a 
*Soul, when it comes unto Chriſt for Juſti- 
fication of Life, is the ſame with that of 
the Church, Fer. iti, 23. Truly in vain 
is Salvation hoped for from the Hills, 
and from the Multitude of Mountains ; 
(from the Works of our own Hands, 
; which were once high as Mountains, in 
our Eſteem, for Security) Truly in the 
Lon p our God is the Salvation of Tjrael. 
And thus, Hof. xiv. 3. Aſhur ſhall - not 
ſave us, we will not ride upon Horſes, uei- 
iber will we ſay any more to the Work of our 
Hands, ye are our Gods ; (our Deliverers, 
to whom we look for Salvation). For in 
thee the fatherleſs find Mercy: Tis as if 
they ſhould fay, © We are ſuch miſerable 
* Souls, that cannot fave ourſelves, and 
© have none to provide us either Bread, 
A or Cloathing, in a ſpiritual Reſpect ; 
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but thou haſt all we want; we come to 
thee therefore, in our ſtarving, naked 
Condition, and /ook to thee, for that 
Bread, that Cloathing which thou haſt 
provided; for in thee we ſhall find al! 
the Mercy we can want, unto etethal =] 
Life.” Thus, a poor Soul, when ſtript 
naked of all its own Righteouſneſs, Tooks By 
Faith unto Chriſt's, as its only juſtifying 
Robe. And the Eye of a Believer, is 
ſingle towards Chriſt, in this Reſpect; it 
does not look partly to Chriſt, and partly” 
to its own Works, to make it righteous in 
the Sight of God. No, Chriſt com- 
mends his Spouſe, as having Doves Eyes, - 
Song iv. 1. that look /ingly unto bim, 
her glorious Mate, for that royal Robe of 
his, that Wedding-Garment, which can 
only fit her to ſtand with him, in the 
Heights of Glory, before the Face af 
God, with the higheſt Acceptance. 

Again, Juſtifying Faith, acts, towards 
Chriſt, its Object, with regard te his Ri gh- 
teouſneſs, by receiving. or embracing of 
it. This Righteouſneſs is. flyPd a Gift, 
Rom. v. 17. And accocdingly, the Hand 
of Faith receives it, as a Gift of tlie Fa- MW 
ther's free Love, to a naked Sinne by 1 
make it compleatly righteous in his Si gut 
For in giving Chriſt to the Soul, he. o'r... 
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him in all his Fulneſs, and ſo in this, of 
his glorious Righteouſneſs, which is in- 
finitely full for its Fu/tification. And 
Faith receives Chriſt, as God gives him; 
it receives Chriſt Feſus the Lord, as the 
Father's Gift, in all his Fulneſs, in all 
. "his Glories, and ſo in this, of his being 
its compleat Righteouſneſs before God; 
and as ſuch it walks in him, in all its Ap- 
proaches to the Father, as the Saints are 
exhorted to do, Col. ii. 6. As Faith's 
Eye, looks unto this Righteouſneſs ; fo 
Faith's Hand, receives it: It brings no- 
thing to buy this Righteouſneſs with; nor 
yet doth it bring any Thing to join with 
it; but merely receives it, in the Fulneſs 
of its Glory, and Freeneſs of its Beſtow- 
ment. As this Righteouſneſs, is a royal 
Grant from the Throne, to array the 
Bride of Chriſt, and fo every Believer, 
who, in itſelf} is a naked Creature; fo 
= the Soul by Faith receives it, and puts it 
on as it were: It puts on the Lord Feſus, 
as its Righteouſneſs before God, enwraps 
itſelf herein, and adorns itſelf here with; 
and hereby makes isſelf ready for the Mar- 
riage of the Lamb. And in this ſpotleſs, 
beauteous, glorious Robe, it will appear 
to be made ready indeed, for the Enjoy- 
ment of the Marriage-Glory, with its 
royal 
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royal Bridegroom, hen that happy Day .} 
comes on, Rev. xix. 8. An Unbslieuver, 
as he has no Eye of Faith, no ſpiritual | 
Ability, to /ee Chriſt's Righteouſneſs,” ſo 
he has no Hand of Faith, or ſpiritual Abi- 
lity, to receive it. No; the Eye of tlie 
natural Man, loobs to his own Works, to 
make him righteous : theſe he admires, 
bows down to, and idolatrouſly ſets up, 
in the Room of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. 
And as for his Hand, it is a working Hand, 
not a receiving Hand; it works for Righ- 
teouſneſs, not receives Righteouſneſs, 'The 1 
natural Man is too proud to be beholding 
to Free-Grace, for a Righteouſneſs before 
God, that is all of mere Gift, and of and= Þ 
ther's working out; this he ander lands 
not, this he approves not, to this he e- 
mits not. But to a Believer, oh, what a 
glorious Sight, is the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, in his Eye, as it is the Fatlier's 
free Gift, for the Juſtification of a Sinner 
And with what Gladneſs, doth the Hand of 
Faith, receive, and embrace this Gift of 
Righteouſneſs AN 

And as the Soul, by Faith, looks to, 
and receives this Righteouſneſs; ſo it de- 
pends upon this alone, for its Juſtification 
before God. And therefore, the Apoſtle Þ 
gives this Deſcription of Believers, that 
they I 


= 62 I 4 Digue, | 
= they are luch, that rejoice in Chrift Faſus 
and e ene in tbe Hleſb, Phil. 
Ii. PL they have no Confidence in 
the Heſb, in To external Privileges, or 
legal Performances, as their Righteouſneſs 
5 1 2 God; ſo they have all their Con- 
_Hdence in (r iſt, — his Righteouſneſs, 
or} their .compleat Juſtification in God's 
| "Sis whe. Here they confide, on this they 
Jn 59) ; and knowing the Fulneſs, Glory, 
and Excellency of this Righteouſneſs, ap- 
Fe of . for ſuch a 1 End, 
n it with Joy. T re in 
85 Jeſus, as having an exuberant Ful- 
neſs of Juſtification, Life, and Glory in 
him; even above what perfect * 
Was capable of in Innocency. And as the 
Apoſtle bere, deſcribes Believers in gene- 
ral; fo, in the ſucceeding Verſes, he gives 
us an Account of himſelf in particular, 
with regard to his aiftruſting every Thing 
of his own, and his entire Confidence in 
Chriſt, or the Actings of his Faith to- 
wards him, in reſpect to his Righteouſ- 
_..; :: 
Ver. 4. Tho I might alſo have Con- 
fidence in the Fleſh, if any other Man 
thinketh that he hath whereof he might truſt 
in Fleſh, I more. Tis as if he ſhould ſay, 
L have as much of exernal Privilege, and 
| "ge 
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legal \Petformianes," as any of you, an; 


and if theſe” Things would ſtand me in any 
ſtead, for my Righteouſneſs before God, 
1 might truſt in them as much as any Man, 
nay, more. And then he proceeds, Ver. 


ki 


6. to give a particular Enumeration of 


is Privileges, and Performances; circum- 
 (15'd the eighth Day, (ſays he) of the Stock 


. "of Hrael, of the Tribe of Benjamin, an 
Hebrew of the Hebrews ; as touching the © 
Law a Pbariſee; concerning Zeal, per- 


ſecuting the Church ; touching the Righ- 


teouſneſs which 1s in the Law, Blameleſs. 


© 'Tis- as if he ſhould fay, Come? vou 


eros, who reſt in the Law, and make 


your Boaſt of God, and ſee if I'm a'whit 


© behind you, in any of your Birth, or 


6 
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£ 
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Church Privileges, and legal Perform- 


ances, in which you vainly truſt; or 


rather, whether I have not more of thoſe 
Things, than many of you can pretend 
to. Are you Hebrews, of the Seed of 

Abraham, whom God choſe to be his 
peculiar people? So am J. Yea, an 
Hebrew of the Hebrews; I am fo, both 


by Father's and Mother's Side; which 
© many of you can't fay. Are you of the 


Stock of Iſrael, who as a Prince with 
God, prevail'd with him for the Bleſ- il 
ing ? So am 1, And I can tell you of 

8 what 3 | 


what Tribe too, I'm of the Tribe 'of 
© Benjamin; when many of you can't 
reckon up your Genealogy, Were you 

* cercumcis'd? So was I. And that at 
iIbe eighth Day too, the preciſe Time 
appointed by God; which many of you 
can't ſay. Have you been Obſervers of 
the Law? So have IJ. As touching the 
* Law, a Phariſee ; of the ſtricteſt Seft : 
and prefited more in the Jews Religion, 
© than many of mine Equals, who profeſt 
© themſelves to be Phariſees, of the ſame 
gert with me. Have you been ſtrenuons 
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Maintainers of the Jes Religion, and 


© Oppoſers of all you judg'd Innovations, 
and deftructive of the Rites and Cere- 
© monies thereof? So have I, I was no 
© cold half-hearted Profeſſor, that cared 
© not what Men believed, or practiſed 
in religious Matters; but was ſo exceed- 
© ingly” Zealous of the Traditions of the 
© Fathers, that in this my blind Zeal, I 
© gven perſecuted the Church of God, and 
* verily thought I ought to do many Things 
© contrary to the Name of Jeſus of Naza- 
* reth; becauſe J judg'd I and 
his Follawers, taught, and practis'd 
Things contrary to the Law of Moſes, 
© and the Religion effab/i/h!d by God him- 
© ſelf, And being exceedingly mad againft , 
them, 


upon. Fuſtificution. a 
* them, .. I breathed out Threatnings and 
7 Slaughter, haled Men and Women to Pri- 
* ſon; ſome I compell'd to blaſpheme, and 
* others I perſecuted even to ſtrange Cities; 
* ſo that in this Regard, I was as great 
* an Hero as any-of you all, and perhaps 
there's not a Man among you, that has 
been ſo great a Zealot as my ſelf; con- 
© cerning Zeal perſecuting the Church. 
And as for the Righteouſneſs which is in 
© the Law, take it in the moſt compre= Þ 
© henſive Sepſe, which our Doctors have 
© given of it, I was Blameleſs. None 
could charge me with an unrighteous 
Action, with any Want of Conformity 
to, or Tranſgreſſion of the Law of God, 
« according to that Senſe of it, given by 
© the Rabbrns; I have been a Perſom of 
© a ſpotleſs Converſation, of an unble- 
* miſh'd Character, touching the Righ- Þ 
* teouſneſs which is in the Law, Blome- 1 
0 leſs. : 
Thus he drew his own Picture to che | 
Life, and pfeſented it to them, in all the 
beautiful Features of his Privileges, and 
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Performances, while he remained an WM 


believer, And now, you Fews (as if 

* he ſhould ſay) who are fond of your 
own Righteoujneſs, and truſt in this, fot 
* your Acceptance with God, what think 
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Wl what little Account I made of all my 


< acceptable. unto God? If any Man of 


£ ence, how inſufficient I ſaw the beſt 


count I made of Chrif's, when God re- 


| e and Vileneſs, before this 


/ oy * 
Mou of ſuch a Man as I? Do not you 
"own my Righteouſneſs was large enough 
© tO cover me all over, and to render me 


© you. all think he hath whereof he might 
Aru in the Fleſh, I more. Surely I had 
* Righteouſneſs enough to vie with you 
Fall, and to ouz/frip many of you. But 
2 coime now, you Self-righteous Creatures, 
. and I'll tell you how little Worth, all 

2 Hur .own Righteouſneſs is, in Point of 

Acceptance with God. I once thought, 
as you now do, that I had Righteouſneſs 
t ſufficient to juſtify me in the Sight of 
© God; but come I'll tell you my Experi- 


C Righteouſneſs of a fallen Creature to be, 
£ own Righteouſneſs; and what great Ac- 


«vealed bis Son in me, and wrought Faith 
in my Heart. You have ſeen me ex- 
: « alting-my ſelf to the greateſt Altitude 

© of. * 4 t Phar cura Perfection, 1 had 
© while-an Unbelzever ; and now you ſhall 
+ ſee. me, as a Believer, laying my ſelf, 

and all my own Righteouſneſs, down at 
* the Feet of Jeſus; ſhrinking into the 
© Duſt,. under a Senſe of all my en No- 
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upon _ 67 
„Lord of Glory; who is TH LoRD 
MY RtGHTEOUSNESS upon whom 
only, I now depend,” and in whom a- 
© Jone, I now rejoice.” And fo he turns 
© the Tables, and begins his Diſcourſe in 
© the next Verſes, With an Adverſatiye, 
a Bats 5 'S' 
Ver. 7. But what Things were Gain to 
ne, thoſe Icounted Loſs for Chrift, And 
now, as if he ſhould ſay, You poor 
. Souls, that ſeek -to be juſtify d by your 
6 Works, fee how vain a Thing it is to 
© truſt in your own Righteouſneſs,” which 
© can't endure the fiery Inquiſition of the 
© holy Law, and ſtrict Fuftice of God. 
© See how it far'd with ne, when God 
5 brought home his Law in its Spirituality, 
to my Conſcience; 1 ſoon found that 
none of my external Privileges, and 
Fig- Leaf Performances, could ſcreen me 
. — the Storm of his avenging Wrath. 
I then ſaw, that all my Goods, 1 had 
been laying up for many Vears, and 
thought they would have gain d me 
eternal Life, were but mere Loſs; that 
© theſe Counters, would never paſs for cur- 
* rent Coin, and that if truſted to theſe, 
] muſt bſe my Soul for ever; and there- 
fore when my Judgment was ſet Right, 
* 1 * them Loſs, And as God 


G hew'd S 


1 A Diſcourſe 
© ſhew'd me the Inſufficiency of m 
«Righteouſneſs, ſo likewiſe, the A ys 
©ficiency of Cris. I then ſaw, that 
*.Chrift was the only Gain, that it was 

his Righteouſneſs alone, that Could dei 
8 r me from Death, and give me Life; 

I ſaw, ſuch a Superexcellent Glory 

in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, that did in- 
* finitely exceed my own, had it been 
ever ſo perfect; and that I muſt part 
*with my own, if ever I had Chriſt's, and 
therefore, I freely caſt all my own Righ- 
1 teouſnęſs overboard, and counted it Loſs 
for Chrift, that glorious Object, and thoſe 


immenſe Treaſures of Gain, I ſhould 
_ F*have in bi, Righteouſneſs, I parted 


* with my own Righteouſneſs, indeed, in 
Point of Dependance; but then it was 
for a Better: I caft away all my falſely 
© ſuppoſed Gain, and counted it 5 5 for 
Gi; when once I ſaw the rea the 
© infinite Gain, of that glorious Objed, 
* which 1 then received and embraced. 
Therefore, be convinced; you ignorant 
Souls, who would eftabliſf your own 
L Righteouſneſs, that it can't ſtand you in 
any ſtead, and that if ever you are ſav'd, 
* you muſt have a better ; that you muſt 
have a Righteouſneſs that exceeds tbe 
4; * F the Scribes and Pbari- 


© ſees, 


upon 74 ification, 8 

* fees, or in no Caſe you can enter into 
che Kingdom of Heaven. Thus as if he 
« ſhould fay, I have told you, what lit- 
© tle Account T made of all my Fe — mea 
* Righteouſneſs, and what an high Value 
J had of Chriſt's, in the Day when God 
* wrought Faith in my Heart; I counted 
* it Loſs for Chriſt, And as I then did 

count it, ſo I now do; Chriſt has loſt "I 
© no Glory in my Eye. Tl take all my 

* Phariſaical Righteouſneſs, While an 
Unbeliever, and add to it, all the Righ- 
« teonſneſs I have wrought, ſince I Be- 
© lieved in Feſus, and fince I was an 4-4 
© poftle of the Lamb, who have labour T 

©* more abundantly than they all; and tell 
© you even now, what little Arconnt I” 3 

© make of all theſe Things put together 

* and what an high E/eem, at this Time, 


© 1 have of Chriſt, as my Jufrfying Dreſs | : 


© before. God, 3 

Ver. 8, 9. Yea, doubtleſs, and I count bo 
all Things but Loſs, for the Excellency i 
of the Knowledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord; 
for when I have fra the E 
Things, and do count them but Dung that 
I may win Chriſt, and be found in him, 
not baving mine own Righteouſneſs, which 
is of the Law; but that which is thro 
the Faith of Chrift, the Righteouſneſs, 

3 which 
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which ts. f Ged by Faith. * I put all 

things together, all my own Righteouſ- 

© neſs, while a Phariſee, and ſince an 
Apoſtle, and tell you, I count all Things 
5 but Leſs 8 Chriſt, for the 8 

* of Chriſt, for the Excellency of the 
© Knowle ge of - Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; 
* that 95 Object my Faith now 
c deals with, that anointed Saviour, whom 
I adore, as the Lord My RIGHTE- 
*..OUSNESsS, in whom is all my Salvation; 
© For him ] have ſuffered the Loſs of all 
"Things, and do count them but Dung 
that I may win Chriſt, I hoſe all, to 
win all; or rather, I loſe an all- that is 
mthing, and worſe than nothing, to 
gain immenſe Treaſures, an infinite Ful- 
neſs, a Maſs of unbounded Sweetneſs, 
and an Eternity of Life and Glory, 1 
© joyfully part with all, for one Chriſt ; 
the Father's Chriſt, is infinitely enough 
for me. I caſt away all my own bie- 
© miſt d Performances, for the ſpotleſs 
2 Beauty of my lovely Lord; and count 
©:them but Dung that I may win Cbriſt, 
And be found in him. Oh, tis in Chrift, 
not in my /e/f, that I would be found, 
at the awful Day of Judgment. Tis, as 
not having on mine — Righteouſneſs 


which 1s of the Law ; 3 I dare truft in 
* none 
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upon Fuſtifcation. "Xx 
© none; of my own Obedience to God's 
© Law, which I love and ſerve, a. my 
* Righteouſneſs before God; nor "would I 
* be found in this. Garment, when I ap- 

ar before him. 
; r, Righteouſneſs which is. thro' the 
* Faith of Chrift, the Righteouſneſs which 
is God by Faith, That Righteouſneſs 
* which Chrif has wrought out, which 
© God-hath appointed for the Juſtification 
of a Sinner, which Faith ſees, and re- 
© ceives; tis this Righteouſneſs I would 
© be found in; tis upon this alone I de- 
* pend, for Juſtification before God, and 
* eternal Glory with him.” 


Thus this great Apoſtle, gave an At 


count of the Actings of his Faith, towards 
Chriſt, with regard to his Righteou 
for Juſtification, And as all that 
juſtify'd, have the ſame Faith; ſo it 2 
in like Manner, towards the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, for Juſtification of Life. 

'Tis this Righteouſneſs, juſtiſying Faith 


hooks to, tis this, it receives, and embraces, 


and upon this alone, it depends. For as 
all Believers debaſe their own Righteouſ- 


neſs; ſo they exalt Chrift's : They ſet 


the Crown upon his Head, and will for 
ever give him the Glory of all their Fuſhi- 
2 860 before God. As they give his 

| Blood 


2 
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But as having on 
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= Blood all the Glory of cleanſing them from 
Sin; ſo they give his Righteouſneſs all 


the Glory of their Acceptance with God, 
And thus juſtifying Faith, arts towards 
Chrift, its Object. 

In the next Place, I would ſhew, brief. 
ly, how juſtifying Faith, acts towards 
God, its Object. And this, in ſhort, is, 
the Soul's looking unto God, as juſtifying, 
thro' the Blood and Righteouſneſs of his 
Son; and expecting all its Juſtification 
from him, only upon the Account of 
what Chriſt has done, and ſuffer'd. And 


in order hereto, the bleſſed Spirit makes 


a Revelation of God to the Soul, as ju/t:- 
fing a poor Sinner, of the freeſt Grace, 


and yet according to the ſtrifteſt Juſtice, 


thro' the Blood and Rigbteouſneſi of Chriſt ; 


and enables the Soul, to o unto God, | 


as ſo juſtifying, for itſelf, even when it 
ſees nothing but Ungodlineſs in it; and 
to recezve the juſtifying Sentence of God 
pronounced in the Word of the Goſpel, 
concerning the Soul which believes in Je- 
ſus, with reſpe&, both to the Forgiveneſs 
of its Sins, and Acceptation of its Perſon ; 
and this, merely, upon the Truth and 
F aithfulneſs of that God, who makes 
the Declaration, From whence, as the 


Soul receives, that preſent Juſtification 
| given 


upon  Fuſiification. 73 
given it by the Goſpel, into its own Con- | 
ſcience; ſo it expects the open Promul- 
gation of this Sentence, or that open Juſti- 
fication, which ſhall he given 4 at the. 
Day of Judgment, in the Face of Men 
and Angels ; when it ſhall be pronounced, 
bleſſed of the Father, and called as ſuch, 
to inherit the K. ngdom prepared for. it, 
| from the Foundation of the World. And | 
as the Soul that thus acts Faith, ſees it an 
impoſſible Thing, that God ſhould juſtify 
a Sinner in any other Way, than by his 
Free Grace, thro' the Blood and Rig ghte 
ouſneſs of Chriſt; and ſo looks to 1 — 
as juſtifying, only in this Way, for its own. 
Juſtification, and Salvation, ſo it likewiſe, 
herein, regards the Glory of God, Such. 
a Soul, brings nothing with it, but Chriſt, 
for all its Acceptance with God; nor dare 
plead any Thing, as a moving Cauſe; of 
its Juſtification, and Salvation, but God's 
Free Grace; nor doth it bring any Thing 
of its own, to procure the divine Favour; 
becauſe it would not eclipſe the Glory of 
Free Grace. No; as Faith /coks for, 
receives, and expects Juſtification, and 
Life, from the God. of all Grace, thro' 
Chriſt ; ; ſo it gives the whole Ghery here- 
of to him. Thus, As through the Blood 
and 4 Rightcouſneſs of Chriſt, God is de- 


clared 


4 D 
. to be Juſt, in his being he Jui- 
fer of: Dim” that believes in Feſus, Rom. iii. 
26. And in this Way, to juſtify a Sin- 
ner, [freely by bis Grace, Tit. iii. 3. So 
Faith receives this juſtifying Sentence, pro- 
olaimed in the Goſpel, and brought home 
by the Spirit to the Soul; and gives all 
the Glory of Juſtification, bath as to For- 
24 and Acceptance, to the Free 
Grace of God, from whence alone, it 
is received. And therefore the Apoſtle, in 
the Triumph of Faith, challenges all the 
Enemies of God's People, to bring in their 
Accuſations, if they've ought to ſay againſt 
them, with a Who ſhall lay any Thing to 
. the Charge of God's Ele? And nullifies 
them all, with this one Word, It is God 
that juſtifies Rom. viii. 33. And we are 
juſtified, ſays he, freely by his Grace, 
Chap. iu. 24. As we have the Forgive- 

neſs Sins, thro' Chriſt's Blood, accord- 
2 to the Riches of his Grace; ſo by the 
ſame Grace, he hath made us accepted i in 
the beloved, Eph. i. 6, 7. Thus, having 
ſhewn, how juſtifying Faith, acts towards 
Chriſt, its immediate, and God in, and 
thro him, its ultimate Object, I proceed 
to the next Thing proper'd | which 
was, 


 3dly, To ſhew bow, or in e Re- 
ſpects, 


78 upon Fubifiation EET 75 
7 eas, the uſtiſication of à Sinner is by 
at ith. When the Scripture. ſpeaks of 
being juſtified by Faith, in Hos Places, 
it is to be taken objectively, and not ab- 
jectively; or, for Chriſt, the. Object of | 
Faith, and not for the Grace of Faith, * 
inherent i in, and acted by the Soul. As, 
where tis faid, Nom, iv. 5. But to him 
that wor keth not, but believe th on him tbat 
juſtifieth the Uni godly, bis Faith is counted | 
for Righteouſneſs. The Word Paith, here, 
which is faid to be counted for Righte- 
ouſneſs, is not to be underſtood of the 
Act of Faith, but of Chrift the Object 
of Faith; For the Act of Faith, is not 
imputed for Righteouſneſs, but that 
which Faith lays hold of, f. e. the Obedi- 
ence of Chriſt, which is the Object about 
which, the Act of Faith is converſant. 
And thus, Ver. z. it's ſaid, Abrabam be- 
lieved Ged, and it was counted unto him 
for Ri ag. Where, Chrift, muſt 
neceſſarily be underſtood, by the (It), 
that was counted.” unto him for Righte- 
ouſneſs. As is plain from the three laſt 
Verſes of the Chapter; where it's 
Now it was not written for his ſake alone, 
that it was imputed unto him ; But for 
us alſo; to whom it ſhall be imputed,” i if 
woe e bell eve on him that raiſed up Feſus our 
. D Lord 
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Lord from. the Dead; who was deli ver d 
for . our Offences, and Taiſed again. fon our 
Jaliſcation. Since it was the ſame 10 It) 
that was imputed unto. Abraham, that 
ſhall e unto us; hence it ap- 
at it was not the Act of ra- 
51 8 Faith that was imputed ;unto him 
for. Righteouſneſs; Becauſe. it is not the 
Act of his Faith that is imputed; unto 
us. But it was the Object that his Faith 
look'd. to, the compleat Obedience. of a 
crucified, riſen Jeſus, that was imputed 
unto him for Righteouſneſs; and that ſhall 
be imputed unto 18, if we, having the 
ſame Faith that be had, believe, as he 
did, in Chriſt, for Juſtification, and in 
God as juſtifying 3 in, and thro' him, For 
it is by the Obedience HF this one, that A. 
braham, and all true Believers, from the 
Beginning of the World, to the End 
thereof, even all the many that ſhall be 
ſaved, are made Righteous, as Chap. v. 19 
But, as to be juſtified by Faith, in 22 
Senſe, is the ſame, as to be juſtify d by 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 4 ſo reſpeds 
the Matter of Taſtification „which I have 
ſpoken of under the firſt General; fo I 
ſhall Paſs it here, where J am treating of 
the Manner of; Juſtification, which, with 
ip e 18 RY: Taitb, as ub 
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jectively, and not objecrively taken. And 

Hall attend to the Manner of ] Tut: 
tion by Faith, as imberinf in, and di- 

by the Soul; or ſhew how, or in wha 
Reſpects, the Juſtification of a Sinner, 2 1 
thus by Faith. And, 1 
I. It is by. Faith, as it ſtands. ops 8˙d 
to Works. As faith the Apoſtle, 1550 
ni. 28. 7. berefore <ve conclude, that a 
Man is juſtified by Faith, without the 
Deeds of the Law. The Juſtification. of 
a dinner, is by Faith alone, not by Faith 
and' Works fogether ; but by Faith, ex- 
cue of all Works, both before, and 
after Faith is wrought 3 in the Soul. Works 
done before Faith, can have. no Influ- 


ence into Juſtification ; ſince by the Dees 


of the Law, no Fleſh can be juflified in 
God's s Sight. And Works done after be- 
lieving; are done for no ſuch End, as to 
make the Perſon Righteous before God; 

nor do they add a Whit to his Juſtifica. 
tion in his Sicht. 80 that it is by Faith 
alone, that a Sinner entets into a Juſtify d 
State. Thus, Rom. iv. 5. To im has 
door keth not, * believe h F on bim that 5 


Juſtifieth' the 'Ungodly, bis Faith is counted © 


or Nigbteouſneſi. It is as if he ſhould 

ſay, That's a juſtify'id Man, that dath 

no good * Last at Al to obtain 
D 2 


8 SN 
it ; 
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it; but believeth on Obriſt, for compleat 
Pardon, Righteouſneſs and Life, and on 
God, as juſtifying, only in, and thro” him, 
even the 'Ungodly, For, as God in juſti- 
fying a Sinner, thro the Blood and Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, confiders that Soul, as 
in itſelf, Ungodly; ſo the Soul when it 
acts Faith for Juſtification, ſees nothing 
in itſelf, but Ungodlineſs ; and under this 
Conſideration, of its being a Sinner and 
ungodly, looks out of itſelf, unto Christ, 
and unto God in him, for all its Juſtifica- 
tion and Salvation. Thus the Juſtification 
of a Sinner, is by Faith, without Works. 
And the Apoſtle gives the Reaſons of it, 
Rom. iv. 16. Therefore it is of Faith, 
that it might be by Grace, to the End the 
Proiniſe might be ſure to all the Seed. It 
is of Faith, i. e. of Faith alone; (empty- 
"handed Faith, that doth nothing at all 
for Juſtification, but merely receives it as 
a Free Gift) that it might be by Grace; 
that God's Free Grace might have the 
hole Glory of Juſtification, and all Crea- 
*ture-boaſting, - be for ever excluded. And 
it is likewiſe thus of Faith, that the Pro- 
-miiſe might be ſire to all the Seed. If 
the Promiſe of Juſtification, and Life, 
bad in the leaſt depended upon the good 
Works of the . it cou'd never 
r | have 
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have been ſure; but as it ſtands wholly up- 
on Grace, abſolute Grace, and is merely re? 
ceiv'd by Faith alone, ſo it ſtands ſure, ins 
violably ſure to all the Seed, to all the Heirs 
of Promiſe, thro' all Time, and to all Eterni- 
ty. Thus the Juſtification of a Sinner, is by 
Faith, as it ſtands oppos d to Works, as 
to the Manner of it; or the Manner of 
the Soul's poſſeſſing Chriſt's FX ye 
ouſneſs.' 

2. It is by Faith, as Faith i is that Grace, 
which is appointed of God, to receive 
Juſtification, and Life from him. Thus 
Mark xvi. 15, 16. Go ye into all the 
World, and preach the Goſpel to every | 
Creature, He that Believeth, ſhall le 
ſaved; but be that Believeth not, ſhall b 
damned, And Fohn iii. 36. He that Be- 
lieveth on the Son, hath everlaſting Lie: 
and he that Believeth not the Son, ſhall not 
fee Lie; but the Wrath of God abideth 
on him. And, We, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
have believed in TFeſus Chriſt, that ae mi ht 3 
be juſtified by the Faith of Chriſt; ; [andthis 
we did, ſays he, as &nowing tbat 4 Man 
is not juſtified by the Works 0 the Law, ur 
by the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt 3; or, as knꝗw]w- 

ing, that Faith is that Grace, which God 

| hath appointed 0 FIN. _ uſtification, 
an ii. Gd 1; Ag#104c912 .2d3 10 e - ? 
"YEC | D 2 3 The 
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23% The Juſtification of a Sinner, is by 
Huiab, E God imputes the Righteouſneſs 
bf his Son, and declares the Imputation 


therebf, in his Word, unto every Belrever, 
for his compleat Fuſtification... Thus the 


Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is ſaid to be 1. 


to, and upon all them that Believe; with- 


aut Difference, Rom. iii. 22. "And by: bim 
all that. Believe, are (declared to be) ju. 
ftrfied from all Thi ngs, from which they 
could not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes, 
Acts xiii. 39. There is not a Believer, in 
the World, that looks to, receives, and 
depends upon the Righteouſneſs of Cbrift, 
alone, for * Jaſfcurion/ before God; but 
God imputes it to him, and juſtifies kim, 


compleatly therein. For it is unto, and 


upon all them that believe without Diffe- 
rence. One Believer is not more, and an- 


other leſs juſtified ; becauſe, tho'- there 


may be a — deal of Difference between 
the” Faith of one and of another, in re- 
ſpect of Degree; yet all that have Faith 
of the right Kind, as they receive the 
ame Rigbteouſneſi, the Righteouſneſs, of 
Chriſt, for their whole, and entire Righ- 
teouſneſs before God; ſo he imputes it to 
them, as ſuch, and compleatly juſtifies 


them all, equally , and alike therein. 


They are * in this bm 
A > Q 


— 
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in Cbriſt; ſo compleat, that nothing can 
be added to it, to make their Juſt aa. 
tion more Full, Col. il. 10. ALIA 1 
Believers, are compleatly-juſtified'in Chriſt; 
by the Free- Grace, and according to the 
ſtrict Juſtice of God; ſo in him they are 
everlaſtingly juſtified.” They fan im- 
| moveably, unchangeably, a6 eternally in | 
= Grace of Juſtification,* Rom. v. 2. 
are fo l ſed from Death o Lift, 
8 they [ never come into Condemna- 
tion, 1 v. 14. Tho” in themſelves, 
they are Sinners, both by Nature arid 4 
Practice; yet, as God doth net 
their Sins, but the Righteouſneſs of Ris 
Son to them, for their compleat Juſtiſi- 
cation, fo they have Life, everlaſting Life, 
in this Reſpect. But as I ſhall have Oc- 
caſion to ſpeak more fully of this, under 
the next Head; fo I ſhall ' add no more 
here. But thus much ſhall ſufflce for 
the ſecond General, the Manner of ſuſti. 
flcation, as with reſpect unto God, it is by 
Inputation; and with reſpect to our: /elvex, 
by Faitb. The next err propos d to 
de conſider d. avant 21571 Tot n -Y 
' Thirdly, The Time of Juſificationv0As A 
Juſtification is God's Act, ſo it is. to b: ³ü 
confider'd,” eitheg as Bumument, or Tan- 
W "and ti accordingly,” 916 yore 
"1 D's: 1 As 
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his divine Mind, from Eternity, to. Eter- 
nity, .. And ſo it was from Everlaſting, 
As.2 Cor. v. 19. Cad was in Chriſt, (ho 
can tell how early ? - Surely he was in 
bim, by his eternal , Counſel, Will, and 
Covenant) reconciling the Werld unto him- 


ell, not imputing their Treſpaſſes, unto 
them. 


2. The Act of Juſtification, is to = 
conſider” d as Tranſient; or as it is an Act 
of God, that paſſeth upon the Creature 
in Tame. SE as ſuch it admits of a two- 
fold Confideration. 
I. As paſſing upon the bob Boch of 
the Elect, together, and at once, in 
Chriſt their Head, and Repreſentative, 
And ſo, the Time of it was, when Chriſt, 

our Surety, made full Payment of all the 


Debts of his People, and recciv'd a full 


Acquittance, or a, full, and open Diſ- 
charge, in their Name and Room. For 
he was deliver d for our Offences, and 

rais'd again for our  Fuſiification, 
Rom. 1 iv. 25. As he died, as a publick 
Per ſon, for. our Sins; fo, as a Publick 
Perſon, he was rais'd again for our Juſti- 
fication. When God the Father raird 
Jug, from. the Dead, he thereby, did o- 


penly 
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Diſc bim from all our Sins, 
py. rw pc him; and in 2 
Diſcharge, wwe Were! Tditcha likc wi! 
He was diſcharged for us, and we were 
diſcharged in him, as he was our great 
Repreſentative. And thus the Apoſtle 
founds his triumphant Challenge, to all 
the Enemies of God's People, to bin 
ought againſt them, if the can, Rom. 
viii. 33, 34. bo ſhall lay any Thing 7 
the Charge of God's Elect? It is God that 
juſtifieth : Who is he that condemneth ? It 
is Chriſt that died, yea, rather, that is 
riſen again. As the Act of God, Juſti- 
Hing, gives Being to, and is the Fundu- 
tion of our Fuſtification'; ſo he firſt found 
his Triumph Here, and anſwers all the 
Charges which might be brought, with 
this, 14 is God that juftifieth, And then 
he proceeds, it is Chriſt that died, Dea, 
rather, that is riſen again. So that; 
Chriſt's Death, and Reſurrection, and at 
the Time thereof, the whole Body of the 
Elect, as ſuch, had a * Dr chars ok 
compleat Fu cation, "thei 
= x =. 
2. Juſtification, as a Tranſient 43. 
to be conſider'd, as paſſing upon every 
individual Perſon of God's choſen; and 
0 you Time of it is, when the 0dl As Þ 
0 D 5 firſt 


4 n 


Ku d ſo of Wah. and Cooder 
nation, © is of the. Warks of the Law, 
and as a fas Mea is under the Curſe ; 
as tbe Wrath of Gad, in his holy, righ- 
teous Law, is revealed from Heaven a- 
keine wh 1 Unrighteouſneſs of Men, He's 
the. ſame common State with all the 
e of Adam, of whom it is ſaid, 
there's none Righteous, no not one. And 
fo, a Child of Wrath. by Nature, even as 
others. And there is no Way, appointed 
of God, whereby he can paſs from this 
open. State of Wrath, and Condemnation. by 
the, Law, into an open State of Jalta. 
tion by Grace, but by Fazth in Chriſt. 
For be that Believeth on the Son, hath ever- . 
laſting Life, the Life of Juſtification ; and 
he that believeth not the Son. ſhall A fee 
7 fe, 


pon "if — 3 
Die, biit"the Wrath of God dH 
him, 5 John ifi. 35. 80 that acbotding t5 
che Bale bf of God, in bis WotY, 
Which he will Fullge all Men at the 8 
Day, no Perſon is in a fiel et ce 
he that 'belfeveth in jeſus. And g= 
fore, the Time of Juſtification,” as apply'd 
to a particular Perſon, or as God's e 
Beck Act, paſſeth upon a Sinner, I th 

claration of his Word, and is broug 
home to the Conſerence, is, When the 
Soul Believes; or, when, being warts, 
of its Miſery, and acquainted with its 
Remedy, it firſt flees for Refuge, from 
the Wrath to come, to lay hold pen 
Chriſt the Hope ſet before it.“ n a 
this Senſe, all Ne Believe, and n e bat : 
they, are juſtified from all Things, from 
which they could not be Juftified by... F, 4 
Law of Maſes. But the next ng 1% 
am, to conſider," is, BE 

* Fvurthly, The E Epect of Just. ificatiq ar, 
with reſpect to to the Soul. And this, is 
three-fold, © and has Reſpect, 1 Unto | 
the” Souls Peace. 2. Unto its "Stake 

."Unito its Obedience. To each i thee, 
A little. And pe N 
Wa & The Eyes of "70/0 Cation, t/a 
JuRtiGed' Sol, Pans I . V. 3 
Ther#fort” Beſng Jjaſti it by F. 277 we Fave 


£ 64s 


©. ll 
1 
py 
= 
| & 
1 f 
wy x N 7 
8 II) | 


— ee e * 
\ Peace''noith. God, "thro. our Lord Feſus 
beißt. Ag Chriſt by his Death, made 
Peace with God for poor Sinners, and as 
God the Father declar d himſelf to be 
the Gud of Peace, when he brought again 
from the dead the Lord Feſus, that great 
Shepherd 9% the Sheep, thro' the Blood of 
the everlaſiing Covenant; ſo this compleat, 
und everlaſting Peace, is declar'd, and 
particularly apply'd to the Soul, by tee 
dleſſed Spirit of God, when it is enabled 
to believe in Chriſt, for Juſtification. 
Peace with God, was the Legacy, our 
arting Lord, left with his People, 
which was confirm'd by the Death of the 
Teſtator. Thus, John xiv. 27. Peace 
Afays he) I have with you, my Peace I 
puns unto you : let not your Heart be trou- 
Bled; nhither let it be afraid. It is as if 
he ſhould ſay, © My dear Diſciples, I am 
ſquſt a going to leave you, juſt upon the 
Point of finiſhing all that Work which 
the Father gave me to do in the World, 
for your Salvation. But when T depart, 
'n leave Peace with you, y Peace; 
* with God, I ſhall make by 
the Blood of my Cross, I give unto you. 
do not give it * Partially, Canditionally, 


and Precarionſly'; I do not give, and 


ve ke as the Worn doth; but my Peace, 
I give 


not be afraid that there ſhould be any 
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© I give unto you, ue, abſolutely; and 
jrreverſbly. Therefore, let not i 
Heart be troubled, neither let it ber 
Do nat be troubled that I am going to 
5 leave you, as to my bodily. Prefence\z 
5 * for. it is expedient for you, that 7% 
* away; I go to prepare a Place for N 
£ When, , as your high Prieſt, IThave done 
the Work of — Peace far you n 
c Earth, I have ſtill — Work: todo 
"for you in, Heaven; I muſt carry 
n Blood, into the bolieft of | 
* all, and ſprinkle it before the Face of 
God; my ſo reconcile that holy Place, 
and make Room for you to come thitherz 
or thereby, prepare thoſe Manſions; 1 
_ © thoſe abiding Places in Glory, Wik 
© are appointed for you. And therefore, 
© let not your Heart be truublad; fince.my 
Departure from you is ſo much for your 
; Adyantage, neither let it be. * — for 
as I made Peace for you, by my Deatn 
« on the Croſs, ſo I'll naintain it for you, 
: by my Life on the Throne: You need 4 


After- breach, between God and you, 

£ nor fear the leaſt: Flaw being made, in 

[ that Peace with God, — 1 give un- 

to you.“ And as this compleat, and 

everlaſting Peace with God, was mage if, 
r 


- 
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Chriſt, and is gen to his People; ſo it 
is: apply'd\ by the bleſſed Spirit, to every 
Believer in (particular ; as our Lord pro- 
mis'd, in the precedent Verſe. But (ſays 
he) the Comforter, which is the Holy hs 

whom” the Father will ſend in ny Name, 
bull teach you all Things, and bring all 
Things to your Remembrance, whatſoever I 
have aid unto yo As this Verſe ſtands 
cinnecteu, with the former, we may take 
the Scope of our Lord's Words, thus; 
Tho' I'm going to leave yon, Tl not 
":eave" you Cumfortieſi- I leave Peace 

*-with you, I give Peace to you; and 'I 
give you the Comforter, whom the Fa- 
# ther will ſend in my Name, to open this 
'*Peace to your Underſtandings; to ap- 

*, ply it to your Hearts, and bring it to 

our Remembrance, to your unſpeak- 
* able Joy, while paſſing thro” a World of 
Trials. And accordingly , when the 
Spirit of God, has reveal d the Obedience 
of Chriſt to che Soul, and enabled it to 
act Faith thereon, for Juſtification, he 
applies the Blood of Chriſt, to that Soul, 
by bearing Witneſs to it, f its own 
ticular Int ereſt in the Death of Jeſus, and 
in that Peace with God; made by his 
Blood; and hereby, gives it Peace of Con- 
ſcience, true, ſolid, laſting Peace, that 


will 


' 


upon Yufection by, 
will abide. thro” | Lyfe,..thro' Death," a 
Judgment, and to Rrernity. Andqhis: 
Peace, is peculiar to a juſtified Soul, and 
a proper Effect of Juſtificatiu. 
An umiuftiped Soul, indeed, may have 
ſome kind of Peace of Conſcience, kts 
he works for, Life, goes about to-eſtabliſh\ 
his own Righteouſneſs, and quiets his Con 
ſcience - with his own Obedience, either 
preſent, or reſolv d on for the future: But 
this is a falſe Peace; Conſcience is but: 
lull'd aſleep, and not truly pacify d. A. 
many as are of the Works of the Lau, that 
Work. to make themſelves righteous be- 
fore God, are under-the Curſe, Gal," i. 
10. And therefore muſt be wicked Per- 
ſons in God's Account: And there is n 
Peace to the wicked, ſaith my God, Ila. 
Ivii. 2 1. The Way of Peace they have nat 
known,.\ Rom. iii. 17. They may ery, 
Peace, Peace, to themſelves; but ſudden” 
Deſtruction hall come upon them. This 
miſerable, deluſive Peace, can't ſtand the 
Teſt of God's holy Law, and ſtrict 
Juſtice, nor abide the Storm of his Indigs.. 
nation, which ſhall come down pon every: 
Soul of Man tbat doth Evil, that is in an 
unrighteous, unjuſtified State. The Storm ä 
of God's Wrath, that will meet ſuch } 
Soul, at Death, will ſweep away. all _ 
alſe 
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but Terrors will 


foall over flow 


falſe Peace; and nothing 
then ſurround it. Conſcience, that was 
once lall'd aſleep, by 4 falſe Appre- 


— 2 of the Creature's Gobdneſs, as if 


ſufficientto make its Peace with God, will 
then awake, and like an enraged Lion, 
ghaw and torment the Soul for ever; 
when, upon the fulleſt Conviction, tho 


to late for all Remedy, it ſhall ſee; that 


nothing could rate Peace with God, for 
a Sinner, nor give Peace to it, but the 


thus the poor Soul, being ſtript nated of 
all its own Righteouſneſs, and Peace, that 
Hiding- place, whither it had fled for 
Shelter, that Refuge of Lies, with which 
it had been deceived, ſhall ſtand expos'd 
to all the Curſes of God's righteous Law, 
and the amazing Storm of his vindictive 
Wrath, which ſhall break-forth upon it, 
thereby; and drown it in eternal Perdition. 
For the Waters of God's Indignation, 
the Hiding-place of a Sin- 
teouſneſs, and ſiveep away 


ners on Righ 


the Refuge 'of Lies, its falſe Peace, built 


pon, drive away the naked 
Soul, like an irreſiſtible Torrent, into tlie 
Bottomleſs | ' Gulf of refnedileſs Ty orment, 
Ia; xxvii. 17, 18. 
But he chat believeth on Cbriſt, the 


r Foundation, 


Blood and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. And 


od hs 
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Frundation, God bas laid in Zion, Hall. 
neuer be confounded, Ver. 30.-with:s\Pet«!; 
ii. 6. He that hath Chrifs for all his 


Righteouſneſs, . and Peace, hath ſuch a 


Ri Let ſuch. a. Peace, that ſhall 
abide for ever. That Man, that's iH, 
by F aith, is a perfect Man, an. upright: 
Man, in God's Account; and concerning 
him, the P/almift ſays, mark. the. perfeth: 
Man, and .behold he upright : far: Zhe- 
Eud of that Man is Peace, Plal. xxxvii. - 
37. And as it's the Happineſs of the 


righteous Man, to enter into Peace, when 


he dies, Ja. lvii. 7. So is it his Privilege, - 
to have Peace while he lives, and. that 
even in the midſt of Tribulation ; in the 
midſt of outward Troubles, he hath in- 
ward Peace, John xvi. 33. 

As for that falſe Peace, which the: 
wicked have, in this World, as it ſhall 
periſh at laſt, ſa it's oft broken now, bx 
the Flaſhes of God's Law in the Con- 
ſcience; which are as ſo many Earneſts, 
of that approaching Storm of his fiery Jy; 
dignation, which ſhall, quickly overtake: 
them. And, alas! for theſe miſerable 
Souls, when under preſſing Afflictions, 
how are they like the.7roubled Sea, that. 


cannot reft, whoſe Waters caſt up Mine and 


Dirt ? But as far the righteous Man, che 


— . * | . | 
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hath Pere, even in the moſt trying Cie- 
cumſtances ſuch Peace, that the World 
can neither give, nor take, nor yet ban 
underſtand. That Peace of God, that 
keeps bis Heart and Mud, thro” 'Chrif 
Feſus, paſſeth all the Underflanding of the 
natural Man, Phil; iv. 7. A juſtified 
Soul, having his Feet, his Faith, \/Þod 
wirbt be Preparation of [be Goſpel of Peace, 
having Peace with God, thro" Feſus Chrif, 
is well prepar'd to paſs ſecurely thro' a 
thorny World. Such an one; may ſafely 
tread upon all the Briers of the Wilder. 
neſs, without Fear of Danger.; ſince his 
Shoes are like Non and Braſs, that will 
even turn a Thern, Eph: vi. 15. Deut. 
xxxiii 27. And in a Word, there's no- 
thing can hurt that Soul, ho, bein 
Juſtiſied by Faith, has Peace with G 


neither in this World, nor that to come. 80 | 


great is the Privilege of that Peace, which 
is the Efe# of 7 22 Again. 

bred whe Effect o ification,” with 
reſpect to the Soul, Po. 12 eonfidered; 


with regard to its State. And the State 


of' a juſtiſcd Soul, is a State of Bleſſedneſs. 
As ſoon as ever' the Soul is enabled to be-. 
leve” in Chriſt, for Juſtification,” and in 
God, as j juſtifying, in and thro' him, it 
paſſes grams Dew! unto Life; John V. = 


01: 
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It is deliver'd from the Curſe of the L] 
and all the Bleſings, both of the Law; 
and Goſpel: come upon it. As Chriſt has 
redeem d it from the Curſe if the Law; fo 


the Bleſſing of Abraham, comes upon it 


thro) Faith, Gal. iii. 13, 14. And thus 
the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of a juſtified: State; 
Rom. iv. 5. _ it a State of Bleſſedneſs, 
Ver. 6, 7, 8. Even a David a de- 
ſeribeth the Bc of the Man, untu 
whom God. imputeth Righteouſneſs: without 
Works, ſaying, bleſſed are they whoſe Ini> 
quities are forgi ven, and whoſe Sins an- 
cavered., Bleſſed is the Man to'whom-the 
Lerd will not impute Siu. And ver. g. 
Cometh this Bleſſedneſi then upon the Cows 
cumc iſion only, or upen the Uncircumeifion 
alſo? Thus it appears, that a Juftefees 
State, is a State of -Bleſedneſs. © | 
The State of an anjuſtified Soul, isa State 
of Wrath ; and ſuch an one, is under the 
Curſe, wherever he i is, or whatever he does. 
As Deut. Xxviii. 16, 17, 18, 19. The Lord 
has not only threatned to curſe him, by 
ſending upon him Vexation and Rebuke; as 
Ver. 20. but even to curſe bis Bleſſings; His 
outward Enjoyments, as Mal. ii. 2. 
But on the contrary, a juſtified Soul] 
is v/efſed in all Conditions; his Enjoyments 
15 Bleſſings to him, and ſo are bis Af? 
flictions, 
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fligions, All. Things are ut, whether 
Comforts or Croſſes, Life, or Death; a 
wark,, together for his Good, and turn to 

Salvation, 1 Cor. iii. 22. Rom, viii, 
28. His very Sufferings, are Grfts of 
divine Favour, Phil. i. 29. And he has 
Reaſon. to Rejoi ce, even when he falls in- 
to ders Temptations; becauſe of that pre- 
ſent, and eternal Advantage, he ſhall reap 
thereby, and that peculiar Bleſſedneſs, 


3 — 12. A juſtified Soul, paſſes on from 


Bling, to Bleſſing, in every changing 
Providence; for every Change, opens to 


him, a new Scene of Bleſſedueſi, to make 


bleſſed in Proſperity, and bleſſed in Adver- 


ſent, and eternal Advantage, and eſpecially 
bis Aflictions, to encreaſe his Grace, and 
prepare him for his Crown. 80 thas his 
ſhort-liv'd Aii&ions, are but light; ſince, 
as. God works upon [him] by them, they 
[work]... for bim, . a far. more exceedi ng, 
and. eternal Weight. of Glory, 2 Cor. iv. 
17. A juſtified Soul, has a, Right to all 
Buſedueſ now; and ſhall have the full 
Enjoyment of all ri hereafter, As 
ata now deliver d from the Gurfe, and 

fully Bl, even. in thoſe. very Affidtions, 


DAN 20 which, 


which. attends him therein Nr L 22, 


his Enjoyment thereof, more full. He's 


ſity; and God over- rules both, for his pre- 
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which, in their own Nature, are tlie 
Fruits of the Curſe; ſo, "when Sobre 


| wrought all that Good for him, wWhieh 


was deſign'd by them, he ſhall be de- 
liver d from the very Being of theſe 'griev= 
ing Things. There ſhall be no grievi 
Brier, nor pricking Thorn, no Sin, 

row, nor Death, to diſturb that Reſt, or 
deſtroy that Life of Biz ednet, which. is 
reſerv d for him in the State of Glory —4 
the Viſion of God, and of the Lam? For 
ever. As Rev, xxi. 4. And God ſhall wipe 
away'all Tears from their Eyes; and there 
ſhall be no more Death, neither Sorrow; no- 
Crying, neither ſhall there be any mort 


Pain: for the former Things are paſſed a. 
way. And there ſhall be no more Cure: 


the Throne of God, and of the Lamb 


ſhall be in it: and his Servants Shall ſerve 


him. And they ſhall ſee his Face; and his 
Name ſhall be in their Fre- bead. Aud 
there ſhall be no Night there, and they 
need no Candle, neither Light of the Sun ; for 

the Lord God "giveth them Light : and they 


page 1 for ever and ever, Chap. xvi 


5. 5. Thus the juſtified 6nes; as they TC 
left at all Times, ſhall be Bleſt to all E. 
ternity. And to acquaint them wich "their 
State of Bleſſedneſs, to comfort their Heart 
ue their preſent Troubles, and in- 


nee ExpeGa- | 
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BapeBiation.in of their future Bliſs, the 

Lord bid the Prophet, ay unte tht 
. that it hall be uiell 401th him, 
Ifa: iii. 10. It ſhall be well with him; 
in Liſe; well with chim, at Death; ell 
with him, at Judgment; and it ſhall be 


with him, in Life; for bleſſed 7s.'tbe 
Man that trufteth in the LoRD, and whoſe 
Hohe the LoRD ig, Jer. xvii. 7, 8. It 
ſhall- be well with him, at Death; for 
Hefſed.are the: Dead that die in the Loxb, 
Rev. xiv. 13. It ſhall be vel! with hi m, 
at Judgment; for then he ſhall be op 
pronounced bleſſed ;. and as ſuch ad- 
mitted into endleſs Life, or into the in- 
conceivable Bleſſedneſs of eternal Liſe; 
and ſo it ſhall be well with him for ever, 
Matt. xxv.34—46.. Thus bleſſed-is the 
righteous. Man! Thus wel! ſhall it be 
1 55 him ! But 2 unto the wicked; for 
it ball be il with bim: His State, in all 
reſpects, is juſt the Reverſe. .. How di- 
ninguidhing then is the Favour, how 
great the Privilege of that Bleſſedueſ3 of 
State; which! is che Efet? of Feen on 
Beten Tiste 
1 5 Jo he ſe Place, la am to ecin filler 
t t of Juſtiſcation, as it reſpects 
the Soul's Obauience. — as a ſiſliſied 
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Soul, , is ſaved from Wrath, andschas 
Peace with God, as it is redeem'd from 
the Curſe, and brought into a State of 
Bleſſedneſs ; ſo it is deliver'd from fer- 
vile, and enabled to yield filial Obedi- 
ence. + It's no more. 4 Servant, but'' a 
Son, and. obeys its Father, as an Herr of 
God, thro'\ Cbriſt, Gal. iv. 7. As a dear 
Child, \ it becomes a Follower. of God, and 
walks in Love, as Chriſt alſo has Joved it, 
and given bimſelf for it, Eph. v. 1, a. 
The Love of God, ſhed abroad in the Heart 
ofa poor Sinner, juſtified by his Grace, 
forms its own Image there, "i enables 
the Soul to love God again, who has: fir ft 
loved it; and to ſhew this Love, in 
keeping bis i Rom. v. 52 
1 John iv. 19. and v. 3. The Love 
Chriſt conſirains it, to . unto him, 10 
died for it, and roſe again for its 2 1. 
fication, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 

An wnjuſtified Soul, as it's undi be 
Servitude of the Law; ſo it's ated by-tbe 
Spprit of Bondage; and all its Obedience 
to Jod, ſprings from a ſlaviſn Fear of 
his Math; and the main End thereof, 
is Self- preſervation, and Deliverance: 
And therefore, notwithſtanding all that 
fair Sbew, which it makes in rhe Fleſh; 
all its. ſeg! Obedience which looks 10 
18 2 7＋ * ſpe- 
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ſpect in its own, and other's Eyes 
Godywill call it an empty Vine, that ns 
forth n Fruit unto him, but al unto it. 
9, Ho. x. 1. | 

But it's quite otherwiſe with © a EY 
fied Soul; ſuch an one, is under Grace, 
and is ated: by - the Sprit of Adoption: 
which gives. him glorious Freedom, and 
abundant Liberty, to worſhip and ſerve 
God, as his own Father, in Chriſt ; from 
W Princip le of Love and Gratitude, for 
that — Love, manifeſted to him, and 
that full Salvation, beſtow'd upon him; 
and the main End of his Obedience, is 
to glorify his Father, which is in Hea- 
ven, And thus the juſtified Soul, in his 
Obedience, brings forth Fruit unto God. 
As faith the Apoſtle, Rom. vii. 4. Where- 
fore, my Brethren, . ye alſo are become Dead 
to the Law by the Body of Chriſt ; that ye 
ſhould be married unto another, even 10 
bim who is raiſed from the Dead, that we 
ſhould bring forth Fruit unto God, To 
brin nb Fruit unto God, is ſuch a pro- 
per 22 of Juſtification, that it is im- 
poſſible it ſhould be found in an unjuſti- 
fied Soul. And therefore the Apoſtle ſets 
forth the Deliverance of the juſtiſied ones, 
from the Bondage of the Law, as a Co- 


venant of Works, and ſo from Jeu 
„ | e- 
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Obedience to it, by a Woman's being fr free 


from the Law of her Huſband, when he 1s | 


Dead; and their new Obligation to Goſ- 
pel-Obedience, or to ſerve the Law of 
God in the Newneſs of the Spirit, by. the 
looſed Woman's being married to ano- 
ther Man, Ver. 2, 3. As is evident by 
his applying, Ver. 4. what he had. ſaid 
in the former. Whertfore my Brethren, 
ye Av are become Dead to the Law by the 
of Chriſt, q. d. You are deliver'd 
— the Bondage and Servitude of the 
Law, by Chriſt's fulfilling its Require- 
ments for you, and enduring of its Pe- 
nalties; by which the Law is become 
Dead to (you, and you to (it). The 
Law, as it's a Covenant 'of Works, that 
requires Doing, for Life, and threatens 
Death, upon Diſobedicnge, has no more 
Obedience to require of ye, nor you. to 
yield to it, than a dead Man has to re- 
quire of ber that was formerly his Wife ; 
nor than /be has to yield to him that was 
formerly her Huſband, when once the 
Relation's broken. And then follows, 
Wat ye might be married to another, even 
to him who is raiſed from the Dead, that. 
we might bring forth Fruit unto. God, 


. d. You were thus freed from the Lau, 


that vo might be married unto bh 
E 
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as. riſen from the Dead; that ou might 
be one, everlaſtingly one with . your 
living Head: and ſo being compleatly 
juſtified, in and thro' him, you might 
ſhare with him, in the Power of his . 
le6 Life; and under the Plenitude of his 
Life and Bleſſedneſs, be richly influenc d 
to bring forth Fruit unto God. Thus the 
e ones, are fruitful in new Obedi- 

As they, now, regard the Glory of 

a= God that has juſtified them, as. the 
End of all their Obedience; ſo they receive 
his Law, from their Huſband, Chriſt, as 

the Nule of it, and love it, as ſuch, Ex- 
ceedingly ; and thus ;/erving the Law of. 
God, in the Newneſs of the. Spirit, and 
nat in the Oldneſs of the Letter, or in the 
Grace of the Goſpel, and not in the Ter- 
rot of the Law, they bring forth Fruit 
unto God, Ver. 6. | 

And by the Way, 1 ak upon this, 

I, to be the. diſcriminating Difference, be- 
F tweena Regenerate, and an Unregenerate 
Soul. The one, obeys as a Slave, and 
mainly regards his own Safety therein ; ; 
the other, obeys as a Son, and the Glory 


of God is the chief End of his Obedience: 


Or, the one, lives unto himſelf, brings 
forth Fruit unto himſelf; the other, lives 


unto God, and brings forth Fruit unto 
Bim. 
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bim. Nom. xiv. 7. For none of as 
eh 60 a e, (i. e. none of us'w 
have the Life of Juſtification beſtowed 
upon us, and the Life of Sanctification, 
or the New- Creature Life wrought? in os) 
and no Man (i. e. none of us) dieth to bim- 
ſelf. But whether we live, we live with 
the Lord; or whether wwe die, we die un- 
#2 the Lord: Whether we live therefore 
or die, we are the Lord's, And thus, 
when he had faid of himſelf, and the 
reſt of the Saints, whom he ſtiles, hey 
which live, (i. e. a Life of Juſtification, 
and a Life of Sanctification, as the Effect 
of Chriſt's Death, and Reſurrection) that 
the Love of Chriſt conſtrained them, that 
they ſhould not henceforth live unto” "them- 
ſelves, in their Converſation, But unto bim 
who died for them, and roſe again, 2 Cr. 
v. 14, 15. he adds, Ver. 16. Wherefore 
henceforth know we no Man after the 
Fleſh: That is, we apßrove of no Man, 
as a Living Man, as a Man in Chrift, a 
nuftify'd, and ſamBiff? d Man, after As 
Fle}h, or the fit Life: Wa, ſays he, 
tho” we have known Chriſt after the Fleſh, 
yet now hence forth Rnow we him no more, 
7. d. we do not converſe with Chriſt, 
now, as we onee did in the Days of his- 
Fleſh ; but as riſen” from the Dead, to 

E 2 a 
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u new Life and Glory: And thoſe who 
are riſen with Chriſt, live a new Life un- 
to God, by Virtue of his Reſurrefion ; 
and theſe are the Men we know, and ap- 
prove of, as living, believing, juſtify d, 
= ſanQify'd Men. As it follows, Yer, 
Therefore if any Man be in Crit, 
G. e. a Believer in him, and ſo a juſti- 
ty'd Man) he's. a new Creature 1 


ſanctify d Man, that lives a new Life un- | 


to God) old T, bings are paſt away; be- 
hold, all Things are become New, With 
ſuch an One, old Dependances for Life, 
old Enjoyments, and old Ends in Obedi- 


| ence, are paſt away; and all Things are 
become New His Dependances for Life, 


upon Chriſt, and God in him, are New; 
his Enjoyments, of God, Chriſt, his Peo- 


ple, Word, and Ordinances, are new; 


— his Life unto God, in Obedience, is 
new); or what he never experienced be- 
fore he was created anew in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Thus it appears, that ne Obedience, the 
| Souls living unto God, or bringing forth | 
Fruit unto him, is proper unto a juftify'd 


and 'regenerate Man, and demonſtra- 
tive of his juſtif'd State, and of his be- 
ing 4 Neu Creature; ſince all unjuſtiſy d 


unrogenerate Souls, live unto themſelves, 


As 


1 to 8⁰ on, 
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As new Obedience is a proper Effect oi 
Juſtiſication, and properly belongs to the 
juſtify'd Soul, ſo his Privilege, as ſuch, 28 
exceeding great; in that all his Works are 
accepted. Thoſe who are waſh'd from 
their Sins in Chriſt's Blood, and cloth'd 
with his Righteouſneſs, are made Kings 
and Prieſts unto God, to offer up Spiritual 
Sacrifices, acceptable to God by Feſus Chriſt, 
Rev. i. 5, 6. with 1 Pet. ii. 5. The Grace 
of God which bringeth Salvation, Efficaci- 
ouſly 'teacheth the ſaved ones, that de- 
nying Ungodlineſs, and worldly. Luſts, they 
ſhould live ſoberiy, righteoufly, and godly, 
in this preſent World, Tit. ii. 12. They 
maintain good Works, for neceſſary Uſes, 
that they may be profitable unto others. 
and that they themſelves, may not be 
unfruitful, Tit. iii. 8, 14. and chiefly, 
that thereby, they might glor:fy God; to 
which they are exhorted, Phil. i. 27. 
Only let. your Converſation be as tt becom- 
eth the Goſpel of Chriſt : J. d. You, Saints, 
have nothing elſe to do in the World, but 
to live unto God, to glorify him, by a 
Converſation becoming the Goſpel of 


Chriſt; which declares your complex 


Juſtification, and ſecures your eternal Sal- 
vation. Thus the Saints are exhorted to 
4 good Works, and thus they perform 

: 3 them. 
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them. And all their Service is acceptable 
to God, in Point of Fila! Obedience, 
though not in Point of juſtiſying Righte- 
ouſneſs. As for this End, they do. not 
perform good Works ;. ſo, bleſſed be God, 
for this End, they do not need them, 
No; they have a compleat juſtifying 
Righteouſneſs wrought out by Chriſt, a 
glorious Robe, which they themſelves 
Haye no hand in, nor put the leaſt Fin- 
ger to prepare ; and are ſo compleatly 
juſtify'd in Chriſt, that nothing can be 
added to it, to make their Juſtification 
more full. But tho' none of their good 
Works, go to the Stock of their. Juſti- 
ration; yet all of them, go to the Trea- 
ſure of their filial Obedience z and are a- 
*ceptable to God, by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
hall be openly rewarded at his next ap- 
pearing. And both the Acceptab/eneſs 
of the Saints Service, to God, and the 
Advantage they themſelves ſhall reapthere- 
by, are 8 to them, as Encourage- 
ments to be abundant and conſtant in the 
Perforthance of good Works, 
Thus Heb. xii. 15, 16. By bim there- 
fore Jet us offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe to 
"God continually; that is i the Fruit of our 
Lips, band, an Fey to his Name. But'to 


Mm 8 to communicate forget not, 7 
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with ſuch Sacrifices God is well | pleaſet. 
And he that in theſe Things ferverl Cbriſt, 
is acceptable to God, Rom. xiv. 18. That 
is, in Point of Obedience. And therefore 
the Apoſtle, for himſelf, and in the 
Name of the reſt of the Apoſtles, be- 
 feecheth the rea the Brethren, whoſe 
Perſons were already made accepted in the 
beloved, in Point of Righteouſneſs before 
God, and exhorts them by the Len Je 
ſus, that as they had recezved of them how 
they ought to walk, and to pleaſe God, i. e. 
in Point of Obedience, ſo they would. a- 
bound more and more, 1 Theſ. iv. 1. 9. d. 
ſince the good Works, the filial Obedrence, 
of you, juſti y d ones, are fo acceptable by 
Chriſt, unto God, your Father ; ſee that 
you labour to be abundant, and conſtant 
therein. And as the Acceptablene 5 of the 
Saints Service to God, is E ed as an 
Encouragement to their filial bedience,; 
ſo likewiſe the Advantage which they 
themſelves ſhall reap thereby, 
As, 1 Cor. xv. 58, 59. Wherefore, my 
n Brethren, be ftedfaft, unmoveabh, 
always abounding in the Work of tbe Lord, 
forafmuch as ye know that your Labour is 
not in vain in the Lord. No; thoſe 
whoſe Perſons are accepted in C 15 
5 and their Obedience accepted did 


E 4 
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"ſhall have all their good Works rewardeg, 
by the ſame Grace, that enabled them to 
the Performance thereof. Theſe ſhall 
find, that in keeping God's Commandments 
there is great Reward, Pſal. xix. 11. The 
Service of God carries its own Reward in 
it now; That Peace of Conſcience, that 
Joy in che Holy Ghoſt, that Life of the 
divine Bavour, that Honour God puts 
Bis People, in his Appearances for 
them, and thoſe. Fore-taſtes of Glory, 
they're favour'd with, while walking with | 
him, in the Obedience of Children, are a 
Reward fo great, that none can either 
know or enjoy, but thoſe who are brought 
into the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God. 
But, oh, the exceeding Greatneſs of that 
Reward, that is reſery'd for them in the 
Day of Chriſt! As all their Services are 
now accepted; ſo they ſhall then appear 
to be ſo, by their being openly rewarded. 
There's none of their Service, tho' ſo ſmall, 
as the giving of a Cup of cold Water to @ 
Diſciple, in the Name of a Diſciple, that 
ſhall i in any wiſe loſe its Reward, Mat. x. 
41, 42. All their Obedience, both in 
Heart and Life, ſhall be found unto Praiſe, 
Honour, and Glory, at at the appearing of 
Feſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. i. 7. And all. the 


Cir coves ſhall know, faith our Lord, that 
Jam 


Wann . wy 
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am be that. \ſearcheth. the Reius, an 
Hearts,; and I will give unto, every; one g 
you according to your Works, Rev. ii. 22. To 
him that overcometh, ſays he, will I grant 
to fit with, me in my Throne, as I alſo over 
came, and am ſet down with my Father ww 
bis Throne, Chap, ui. 2 1. And. behold,. I 
come quickly, and my Reward is with me; 
to give every Man according as his Warks 
ſhall. be, Chap. xxii, 12. And in ſhort, 
the chief Deſign of our Lord, in what he 
order d his Servant Jahn, to write. to the 
Afatick Churches, where he commends 
their Obedience, and reproves what was 
wanting therein, was, to ſtir them up to 
a zealous Performance of good Works ; and 
the Motive he, us'd hereto, was, that 
Crown of Glory which he'd give unte 
them, as the Reward of their Obedience 
at his Appearing and Kingdom; which, 
in Greatneſs, ſhould be proportion d, ac- 
cording to the Degree of their Services 
done for him in the preſent State, He 
acquaints them, with thoſe ſpecial Fa- 
vours, . thoſe particular Honours, which he 
had in. Reſerye for thoſe of his. Servants, 
who had moſt diſtinguiſh'd, themſelves. up 


his Service. And hence will ariſe. al 


thoſe different Degrees of Glory, in which 
the Saints ſhall ſhine, a? the Reſurrection 


e 


E 5 of 
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the Jul. They'll all be ig and 


„ and feine at the Stars for ever, 


- = and yet as one. Star differeth 
from another Star in Glory, fo | ſhall it be 
in the Reſurrection of tbe Dead, 1 Cor. 
Xv. 41, 42. As the Stars now ſhine 
with "different Glories; ſo ſhall the Saints 
then; For thoſe who have done and /uf- 
\Fer'd.moſt for Chriſt, in this Life, ra 
have an higher 8 here of Glory, and 
with a ſuperior Bri rightneſs, in the Life 
come. And white the Saints, with Mg 1 
Have reſbect unto bi Reconpence of .t 
. Reward, their ſalial Obedience is quicken- 
ed thereby. 2 11 we labour, lays 
"the Apoſtle, that whether preſent or "abſent 
e may be accepted of him, 2 Cer. v. 9. 
They did not labour to be accepted, in 
. Point of Righteoufaeſs before God; For 
already had an Acceptance in 
Chriſt, ſo full, that none of their La- 
bours could add any Thing to it. But 
they labour d to be accepted, with re ard 
10 their Obedience; or, they. labour'd in 
the whole of their Converlation,” to walk 
worthy of | the Lord unto all pleaſing . 
to walk worthy of their high Relation to 
him, thoſe great Favours they en joy d 
from him; and that eternal Intereft they 
N in him, unto all ll pleafing 3 or, 21 
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all atceþtable Obedience here, ufd ed the 
open Acceptation thereof, im the Dey of 
Gig And the Earneſtneſs of their 
Souls herein, the Apoſtle ſets” forth By 
running of 4 Race, for a Prize,. of, 
Crown, 1 Cor. ix. 24, 25. Know ye wy 
thut they which run in a'Race, run all, 
but one obtaineth the Prize? Sb rim that 
ye may obtain. And every Man that 
rivets for the Maſtery, is * 
all. Things: Now they do it to obtain” 
corruptible Crown, but we an 7 
tibi. And as the Prize, fore- view d, 
quickens the Saints in their Race; ſo that 
Crown of Righteouſneſs they mall receive, 
when their Courſe is finiſp'd, will be a 


rich, and abundant Reward of all their 


Labours ; in which the Glory of God's 


Free Grace, and the Greatneſs of its Pro- 


viſion, for theſe Favourites of Heaven, 
ſhall for ever ſhine forth. Then, - they 
which feared the Lord, that ſpeak often one 
to another, (whoſe Thoughts, Words, and 
Works for God, he graciouſſy regarded, 
and accepted here) ſhall be openly ve- 
warded, and appear to be 5g, by chat 
bright Glory he'll put upon them,; in the 
Day when be makes up his Jewel, When 
the Wicked, to their utmoſt Horror, and 
eee, ſhall return and ſe 


Cera 


eee 

diſcern between i tbe "Righteous: and the 
Wicked, between him that ſerveth God, 
and him that ſerveth im not, Mal. iii, 16, 
17; 18. It being the peculiar Privilege of 
the 7u/ti if? d ones, to have all their Obe- 
dence, thus: accepted, and rewarded. - So 
that. tho' the good Yorks of the Saints, do 
not go to the Stock of their juſtifying 
Righteouſneſs; yet as they go to the Trea- 
ſure of their. Filial Obedience, which is fo 
acceptable. to' God, and ſhall- be ſo re- 
warded by him, there's Encouragement 
enough for them, to have an univerſal, 
and conſtant Regard unto all God's Com 
mandments.. Pa 

Thus I have boss the Dodeine 

of. Juſtification, or, the Juſtification of a 
Sinner in the Sight of God, in the Mat- 
ter of it, i. e. the compleat Obedience of 
Jeſus Chriſt, excluſive of all the Works of 
the Creature ; ; in the Manner of it, as, 
with reſpect unto God, it is by Inputa:- 
tion, and with reſpect to ourſelves, b 
Fuitb; z in the Time of it, as it reſpects the 
whole Body of the El, and every indi- 
vidual Perſon of God's Choſen z and in the 
Effect of it, with reſpect to the Soul, as 
it regards its Peace, its State and its Obe- 
diener. And what I bave briefly. ſaid 
heveon,. Itake to be the Scripture Do- 
a, ctrine 
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ctrine of Fuſtification ; and that, which 
our :Proteſtant Reformers, earneſtly cu 
tended for, at the Time of their firſt Ren 
formation from Popery.; as the main 
Baſis, on which it was founded. And 
this Doctrine of Juſtification, by the Free- 
Grace of God, thro the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, receiv'd by Faith alone, was 
of ſuch great Account with Luther, that 
he ſaid of it, The Church either ſtood, 
voor fell, as this was maintain'd, or re- 
* jected,” But, againſt what has been, _ 
ſome may object, thus: 4147 

Object. The Juſtification of a Gad, 
is not by Faith alone, but by Works alſo, 
as is plainly imply'd, in that Text, 1 
John ui. 7. He that doth Righteouſneſs, 
is righteous, even as he is righteous. And 
fully expreſt, Fam. ii. 24, Te ſee' then 
| how that by Works a Man 1s Juſnfied, and 
not by Faith only. To which 

Anſ. J anſwer ; that the Truth — 
down, of Juſtification by Faith alone, is 
not in the leaſt ſhaken by this 0bjetdion, 
founded upon theſe Texts, As to the 
firſt, He that doth Righteouſneſs, is righ- 
teous; it is not to be underſtood, as if 
that Perſon was righteous, by his doing 
of Righteouſneſs; but, that by his doing 
ob — it was manifeſted, 3 
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be was a righteous Perſon, And there- 
fore the Apoſtle, begins the Verſe, with a 
et no Man decei ve you, q. d. Do not take 
every Man for a righteous Man, a juſti- 
fed Man in the Sight of God, that may 
pretend thereto; but look into his Con- 
ver ation, and ſee whether his Faith in 
Chriſt for Jui ca tion, produceth Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs in his Life: If not, you 
may depend upon it, that he is not a 
righteous Man; if he is an unrighteous 
Man, in. the general Courſe of his Con- 
verſation, he is certainly ſuch an one, 
that is not righteous by Iputation.. For, 


be that doth Righteouſneſs, is righteous. 


i. e. He is ſo to begin with, before his 
doing of Righteouſneſs; even perfet#ly 
ſo, 4s be, i. e. Chriſt is rigbtecus; 
the perfect Obedience of Jeſus Chriſt, 
being imputed to him, for his com- 
pleat Juſtification before God. And 
whoever is thus righteous by Inputati on, 
is likewiſe righteous by Inpartation, as 
having a Principle of Righteouſneſs, im- 
parted to him, and inberent in him; and 
from thence, he's righteous in his Con- 
ver ation. And by his thus doing of 
Righteouſneſs, in his Converſation before 
Men, it may be fully known, that he is 
ſuch an one, — 5 
Vo 2, Rig — 
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Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, for his Juſtifica- 
tion before God. And therefore, Her. 
10. he fa) 7 In this the Children. of. God 
are mani and the Children of | the. De- 
vil; Who bever doth not Righteouſneſs, is 
not of God, neither be. that loueth not bis 
Brother. He doth not ſay, he that doth 
not Righteouſneſs, is not of God, ¶Becas e] 
he doth it not, as if the not doing of it, 
made him to be not of God; but by his 
not doing of Righteouſneſs, it is {Many- 
Fal, or made to appear, that he is not 
of God. And thus we are to underſtand 
bim, Ver. 7. Where, by, He that doth 
Righteouſneſs, 15 righteaus, we are to ap- 
prehend, that a righteous Perſon's. doin 
of Righteouſneſs, is only. evidential, an d 
not conſtitutive, of him as ſuch. And ſo 
this Text, implies no Contradiction againſt 
the Doctrine of a Sinner's Juſtification 
before God, by Faith alone. And, 
As to the other Text, that by Warks, 4 
Man is j ified, and not by Faith only; 
tho Juſtification by Warks, be fully ex- 
preſt, yet it is another Lind of Juſti 
tion, that is here f poken of, than that, 
by Faith, which I = aſſerted ; and ſo, 
is no Contradiction to it. The Apoſtle 
Paul, faith, Rom. ili, 28. That by Faith 
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the Law ; and the Apoſtle Janes, Here, 
that by Works a Man is 7 Joes, and not 
by Faith only, And tho' there is a Con- 
tadielion between them, in Terms; yet 
there's none in Senſe. Becauſe, che Apo- 

ſtle Paul, ſpeaks of the Juſtiſcation of a 
Sinner, Vi 6 God, or his real State of 
Juſtification, God-ward, which is by 
Faith alone; and the Apoſtle James, of 
the Apparency of the Truth of his Faith, 

and /o of his juſtified State before God, 
by his good Yorks before Men; by which 
only it can be known to them. So. that 
while one aſſerts, rea] Juſtification before 
God, to be by Faith alone; and the other, 
apparent Juſtification before Men, to be 
b good Works, flowing from Faith; 
there's no Contradiction, but a glorious 
Harmony between them. In as much 
as that Faith, by which a Sinner is juſti- 
fied before God, will certainly be pro- 
ductive of good Warks ; ; which evidence a 
State of Juſtification, before Men. 

And that the Apoſtle Paul, did ſpeak 
of a State of real Juſtification . Before 
God, when he aſſerts it to be by Faith, 

without the Deeds of the Law, is evi- 
dent, Ver. 20. where he, likewiſe ex- 
19 the Deeds of the Law, from 

ns any Hand' in the Juſtification © © 
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aller ; 3 
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Sinner 3. and. what kind of Juſtification he. 
intends, be expreſſeth, by thoſe Words, 
in [his] Sight. Therefore by the Deeds. of. 
the Law there ſhall no Fleſh be jufti ified in 
[bis] Sigbt; or, before God. 
And as for the A poſtle James, it's 7 
dent, that he ſpake ref a State of Juſtifi- 1 
cation before Men, or, an apparent State 
of Juſtification, before them, when he 
aſſerts it to be by Works, and not by 
Faith only. For, Ver. 18. he fays, Na, 


a Man may ſay, "thou haſt Faith, and I _ 


have Works ( To which he replies) Shew 
me thy Faith [without} thy Works, and I 
will, ſhew thee my Faith [by] my Warks, 
As he profeſſeth A Lew] his Faith, and 


ſo his, Juſtiſication, by his Works, ies. - | | 


plain, that he intends, an apparent, or 
manifeſtative Juflification, before Men, 
when he aſſerts it to be by Forks. And 
this will further appear, by the Inſtance 
he gives, of Abraham's Juſtification here- 
by, Ver. 21, 22. Was not Abraham our. 
Father, juſtified by Works, "when he had 
offer'd Iſaac his Son upon the Altar? 
Seeft thou how Faith wrought with his 
Works, and by Works was Faith made 
perfect ? By the Word, made, here, we 
are to underſtand, manifeſted, 1, e, That 
by his Works, his Faith was manifeſted, 
5 to 
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to be perfedt; or of that pertect Kind, to 
which the Promiſe of Juſtification, isannex. 
ed. For the Word made, in this Text, 5 
to be underſtood, juſt in the ſame Senſe, 
as it is, 2 Cor. xii. 9. My Strength is mad; 
perfett i in Weakneſs. As from this Text, we 
are. not to think, that the Weakneſs of 
the Creature, can add any Perfection to 
the Almighty Power of God, in 27/elf, but 
only in its Mani feſtation, as thereby, the 
Power of God, appears to be. perfect, or 
ſtands forth to be beheld, in its own A. 
mightineßs; ſo nor from the other, are we 
to nd, that Abraham's Works, did 
add any Perfection to his Faith, in reſell, 
but only in its Mansfeftation ;- as thereby, 
his Farth appear d to. be perfect, or ſtood 
forth to be beheld by Men, in its own 
Perfection; as being of that very Kind, 
vrhich receives Juſtification from God, 
and accompanies the Salvation of the Soul. 
As it follows, Ver. 23. And the Scrip- 
ture was fulfilled which ſaith, Abraham 
believed God, and it was imputed unto 
him for Righteouſneſs ; ; and he was'called 
the Friend of God; In the former Part 
of this Verſe, Abraham's Juſtification 
before God, is plainly afferted to be by 
Faith, he believed God, and it (i. e. The 
Obedience _ 2 which his Faith ſaw 


in 
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whereof to Glory, but not befare God 
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in the Promiſe) was imputed unto him for 
Righteouſneſs. And then, in the latter 
Part of the Verſe, his Juſtification before 
Men, 1s plainly imply'd, to be by Yorks ; 
in as much as his Faith, ſo work' d by. 


Love, in Obedience to God's Commands, 


that he war called the Friend of God. 
And thus the Apoſtle James, when he 
ſpeaks of Abraham's Juſtification: before 
God, aflerts it to be, by Faith, as much 


as Paul; and when he ſpeaks of it, by 


Works, he intends that, only, which he 
had before Men. And i in this Senſe; the 
Apoſtle Paul, aſſerts Juſtification by Mors, 
as much as James, Rom iv, 2. Fur 


Abraham - was juſtiſiad by Works, be hath 


This /, here, is not to be taken for an 
Interrogation, a Queſtion, whether lie 
was, or not; but for a Conceſſion, a Grant 
that he was. And ref follows, 
be hath whereof to Glory; but (where?) 
not before God, No, no; ſays the Apo- 


file, had he been ;uſtified by Works, be- 


fore Gad, he 9 have had ban to 


glory before Ged ; but ſince his Juſtifica- 
tion by Works, extended only to Men, 


his glorying was there limited; and all 


boaſting, both from him, and his Seed, is 
oaks ever excluded, by the Law of Faith, 


Chap. 
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Chap. iii. 27. That is, by the De&#rine 
of Faith, the ee which reveals the 
Obedience of Chriſt, to be the only juſti- 
fying Righteouſneſs of a Sinner, before 
God as it is ?mputed to him, of the freeſt 
Grace, and 'receiv'd by Faith alone. 
Thus I have endeavour'd to anſwer 
the Objection made againſt this Doctrine, 
1 befor” laid down, by opening the 
Texts on which it was founded; and 
I have been the larger herein, in order 
to ſet them, and the Truth i in a clear 
3 
And now to ew the Impoſibility of 
a Sinner's being ui d before God, by 
the Works of ine Law, or by his own 
Obedience to the Law, T ſhall take a 
little Notice, what it is, that God by his 
Law, requires of Man ; Rand alſo, for 
what End the Law was given. And | 
Firſt, God, by his Law requires of 
every Man, perfect Obedience; which is 
his Duty to 
it. As all Men are Creatures of God's 
making, and were all at once, made, re- 


preſentatively, in their natural Head, 4. 


dam; So in him, as their Covenant Head, 
they were Creatures of God's governing; 
gave him the fundamental Lau 


of N ature, 22 him to eat he 
tne 


perform, altho' he cannot do 
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the Trees of the Garden, with a particu- 
lar Prohibition of the Tree of Knowledge 


of Good and Evil, Gen. ii. 16, 17. And 


he Lox p God commanded the Man, ſaying,” 
Of every Tree of the Garden thou mayſt 
freely eat: But of the Tree of Knowledge: 
of Good and Evil, thou ſhalt not eat of. it, 

for in the Day thou. eateſt thereof, thou 
ſhalt ſurely die. And it was meet that 
God ſhould govern the Creature he had 


made, both for his own Glory, and the 


Creature's good. For, as God's manifeſta- 
tive Glory, was concern d in his Crea- 
ture s Obedience; ſo it was the Hoppr-' 
neſs of the Creature, to ſerve its Creator, 
and in this Way to enjoy him. God is 


| ſo great, ſo good, and glorious a Being, 


that it is the Happineſs of the Angels in: 
Heaven, to be ſubject to his Commands; 
and ſo it was of Man in Paradiſe, to be 
ſubject to this Law given him. In which 
tho' the Threatning of Death, upon his 
Diſobedience, be only expreſs'd ; —— the 
Promiſe of Life, or the Continuation of 
that bliſsful State he was then in Poſſeſſion 
of, for himſelf, and his Seed, upon his 
Obedience, was imply d. And this ori- 
ginal Lau, did ſummarily contain all 
the ten Mord: given at Mount Sinai, or 
the Subſtance of the moral Lat, deli- 


2 ver d 
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ver d in the ten Commandments, by the 
Loxry's audible: Voice from Heaven; and 
wrote by him, in the wo Tables of , Stone, 
when he gave his Law, in this peculiar 
Manner unto 1/ae!. And when this mo- 
rat Law, in the original Form of it, was 
firſt given to Adam, and in him, to all 
Mankind, his Heart wn perfectly con- 
form'd thereto; and he, and fo they, in 
him, had Power to have kept it, and it 
would have been his, and their Happineſs, 
ſo to have done. | 
- But he, being a mutable Creature, and 
left to the Freedom of his own N z1l, he 
ſoon hearken'd' to the Temptations of 
Satan, caſt off his Loyalty to his Maker, 
and Sovereign Lord, and yielded Subjec- 
tion to the Prince of Darkneſs, in obey- 
ing his D:&ates, and eating of the for- 
bidden Fruit. In doing e for Him- 
ſelf, and his whole Poſerity, he broke 
the whole Law at once. From whence, 
the Penalty, or Threatming, became righ- 
teouſly due to him, and them, as the 
juſt Reward of his Diſebedience,- - where- 
by many were made Sinners : And ſo Death 
paſſed" upon all Men in him, in whom ail 
hed fined, Rom. v. 12, 19. 
And as ſoon as Adam had: ſinned, and 


We in him, there was henceforth, no Life 
to 


r „ . 2228 oma 
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to be had for a fallen Creature, by its 
own, Obedience to the Law. Becauſe the 
Lam being once broken, Adam and N 
one of his Race, were looked upon in 
Eye of the Law, as Tranſgreſors; and 
therefore the righteous Law, could do. 
nothing to Juſtify a Sinner; it. became 
weak, in this regard, thro' our Fleſh, or 
corrupt Nature, Rom. viii. 3. But all the 
Power it had, conſider'd as broken, was 


to thunder out Curſe and Wrath, a- 


gainſt every Soul of Man that had done 
Evil. 

And beſides the Guilt of the firſt Tranſ- 
greſſion, on which account, Adam, and 
all his Poſterity, were at once laid under 
the Curſe; from which they could never 
deliver themſelves, and ſo no Life for 
them by a broken Law, which bound 
them over to Puniſhment; beſides this, 
I ſay, there was an univerſal Pollution of 
Nature that overſpread the Soul of A. 
dam,. the Curſe taking hold upon him in 
the very Inſtant of his Diſobedience. The 
Threat'ning was, in the Day thou eateſt 
thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die; or, in dying 
thou ſhalt die. In which was contained 
Death ſpiritual, temporal, and eternal, as 
the juſt Wages of Sin. And the Firſt of 
theſe, was inſtantly executed upon him. 

In 


a2 af a 
In that very Day, Hour, and Moment, 
in Which he nn d, he dy d, in his Soul, 
or Spirit, with regard to that Life of Ho- 
lines, and perfect Conformity to the Law, 
Which before he was poſſeſſed of. And 
thereby he loſt all his Power to fulfil the 
Law; or to yield ſuch an Obedience as the 
holy Law of God requires, or can accept. 
The Law requires perfect Obedience, and 
can accept of no leſs; and Adam having 
loft all his Moral Re&:7ude, he was utter- 
ly incapable to ful the Law. And as it 
was with Adam in this Regard, on Ac- 
count of . his--fir/t Sin, ſo it is with every 
one of his Deſcendants, that proceed from 
him by ordinary Generation : As they be- 
came Guilty-i in bis firſt Tranſgreffion, fo 
coming into the World, in Union to him, 
as their Covenant- Head, ſtanding together 
with him under the lac * Lau, 
they become filthy likewiſe; the Contagion 
of Sin overſpreads the whole Soul, as ſoon 
as: ever it informs the' Body. And thus 
every Child of Adam, being ſhapen in Ini- 
guity, and conceiv 4 in Sin, comes forth 
into this World, a Sinner with a defiled 
Nature, a carnal Mind, or corrupt Soul, 
which 1s not Subject to the Law of C Ged, 
neither indeed can be, Pal, li. 5. Rom. 

VII. 7. 


And 
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And that Infants are born Sinners, ap- 
pears, from Rom. v. 14. Where the A- 
poſtle, proving that Sin was in the World, 
before the giving of the Law at Mount 
Sinai; in that Death reign'd from Adam 


to Moſes, gives the Death of Infants, as Wl 


an Inſtance of their being Sinners. Ne- 
vertbeleſs, ſays he, Death reigned from A- 
dam to Moſes, even over them that had 
not ſinned after the Similitude of Adam's 
Tranſgreſſiun. That is, over Infants, who 
were not capable of ſinning actually, as 
Adam did; but they being guilty in him, 
and filthy from him, the Law of God 
finds them Sinners, and ſo Death, the 
Wages of Sin, ſeizes upon them. 
Thus we are Sinners by Nature, before 
we are ſo by Practice: and none can bring 
a clean "Thing out of an unclean; no not 
one, Job xiv. 4. There can be no pure 
Obedience, yielded to God's holy Law, 
ſuch as it requires, by filthy, abominable 
Man. And as Adam, upon his firſt Sin, 
became Guzr/ty, and we in him, and as 
be inſtantly thereupon became filthy, and 
we as ſoon as we have a Being ; ſo there 
can be no Life for a fallen Creature, b 
the Works of the Law. For firf, he has 
already broken the Law, and ſo is under 
the Curſe, And ſecondly, He has loſt 
F his 
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his Power to obey it, and ſo cannot obtain 
the Bleſing. And therefore, when Adam 
had ſinn'd, the LORD God drove out the 
Man from the Garden of Eden, and plac'd 
Cherubims and a flaming Sword, that 
turned every way to keep the Way of the 
Tree of Life, Gen. iii. 24. Which did 
ſignify to him, and to all his Poſterity, 
that now the had broken the Law, there 
was no Life for them by their own Obe- 
dience ; or that it was impoſſible that 
fallen Man, ſhould have Life by his Obe- 
dience to the Law, as Adam was to have 
had in Paradiſe ; and that whoever ſhould 
attempt it that Way, muſt be inevitably 
deſtroy'd by the Flaming Sword of God's 
Juſtice; which turn'd every Way, to- 
wards every of the Commandments, 


| which Man had broken, to keep the 


Sinner from Life by. the Law. And 
therefore the Apoſtle ſays, That as many 
as, in vain, attempt to obtain Life by the 
Law, are under the Curſe, Gal. iii. 10. 
For as many as are of the Works of the 
Law, are under the Curſe : for it is writ- 
ten, Curſed is every one that continueth 
not in all Things written in the Book of 
the Law, to do them. Thus there is no 
Life for a fallen Creature by the Works 


of the La becauſe he has loſt his Power 


to 
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to yield ſuch an Obedience as the Law 
requires. For the eternal Law of God, 
requires the ſame perfect, perpetual Obe- 
dience, now Man is fallen, and has loſt his 
Strength, as it did when he was vpright, 
and had Power to perform it, and that 
righteoufly too. Becauſe when the Law 
was firſt given to Adam, and in him, to 
all Mankind, he had Power to have kept 
it; and tho' Man, by Sin, has loft his 
Power to obey, yet God has not loft his 
Power to command. And therefore every 
Man that cometh into this World, not- 
withſtanding his being born a Sinner; and 
previouſly under the Curſe, is bound to 
yield a perfect Obedience to God's a 
Law, in Thought, Word, and Deed, 
Heart, Lip, and Life, from his Birth, ts 
his Death, without the leaſt Failure, or 
wry Step; and upon Default hereof, he 
righteouſly falls under the Condemnation 
of the Law, and the fiery Indignation of - 
a Sin-revenging God; which muſt be 
borne, either by bimſelf, or his Surety, as, 
bleſſed be God, it hath been by the 
Surety, Chriſt, för all that ſhall be ſaved, 
And as for thoſe that periſh, they muſt 
bear the Weight of their own Sins, and 
of God's inexpreflible Wrath, breaking 
forth upon them, thro' the Curſes of a 
T2 broken 
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peers Law, in the Torments of Hell 
for rr . 
And this ſhews, the great Miſery, and 
mel Bondage we are in by Nature, by 
reaſon of Sin, as being under the Law, 
which is the Miniſtration of Death, 2 
Cor. iii. 7. It commands Duty, and that 
righteouſly, but can give no Strength ; 
and this was ſhadow'd forth by the Bon- 
dage the Children of Iſrael were in, 
in Egypt, under Pharoah, and his cruel 
TE Maſters; Who commanded the full 
Tale of Brick, and yet afforded" no Straw, 
And tho' it was an unrigbteous Thing in 
Fhem, thus to command the 1/rael/ites, and 
then to beat them for the Non-perfor- 
mance of that, which they never had 
tity to do; yet, as was ſaid, it is a 
righteous Thing with God, according to 
his Law, to command perfect Oele 
of fallen Man, and to curſe him to Death, 
upon default hereof; becauſe he once 
had Power to have yielded it, and by his 
own Sin depriv'd himſelf hereof. But 
however righteous it is, (as thoſe that pe- 
fiſh ſhall one Day own, © 2ohen every 
Mouth ſhall be flopped, and all the World 
become Guilty before God, Rom. iii. 19.) 
et the Miſery of Man by reaſon hereof, 


— great, And 


Secondly, 


upon uh "_ . 
Secondly, To /hew this, vix. the Miſe- 
ry of Man by Sin, as _ under the 
exacting, and condemning - and ſo 
the Need he had of a Saviour, was one 
great End of the giving of the Law at 
Mount Sinai. For until the Law (ſays * 
the Apoſtle) Sin was in the World : But 
Sin is not [imputed] when there is no 
Law, Rom. v. 13. How's that ? Why, 
it's not to be underſtood, as if God did not 
impute it; for that he did, is evident, in 
that he inflicted the Puniſhment thereof, 
the Wages due to it, Death. For Death 
reigned from Adam to Moſes, as in the 
next Verſe, But the Meaning is, that du- 
ring that Tract of Time, from Adam to 
Moſes, the Conſciences of Men were grown 
in a great Meaſure ſecure, and not having 
that juſt Senſe they ought to have had of 
the Law's Severity, (as it was given out to 
Adam, and to them in him) they did not do 
| their Office, in condemning for Sin, When 
they did Evil, they did not zmpute Sin un- 
to themſelves; or at leaſt, not in ſuch a 
Manner as they ought, or was agreeable 
to the Strictneſs of the Holy Law; and 
therefore it amounted to little more, nay 
no more, in the Holy Ghoſt's Phraſe, 
than a Non- imputation of it. And there- 
fore God would have his Law come forth 
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in a New Edition, with the tremendous 
Majeſty, and amazing Terror of a Gop, 
. glorious in HoLiNgEss; when he came 
dawn on Mount Sinai, in flaming Fire, 
with Thunders and Ligbtnings, and a 
great Earthquake; and the Voice of a Trum- 
pet, ſounding exceeding loud, to ſummons 
the People to hear the Voice of their Cre- 
ator, Gop, in his holy Law, which he 
ſummed up, and gave in ten Words, or 
the Ten Commandments, Exod. xix. 16, 
&c. and xx. 1, Ge. Whereupon the Peo- 
ple removed, and ſtood afar off ; as ſtruck 
with the. amazing Purity of God's Na- 
ture, diſplay'd in his Holy Law ; while 
he appear'd as @ conſuming Fire, to ſhew 


| his juſt Vengeance againſt all Law break- 


ers: And they being guilty, and /e/f con- 
demned, began to ſee their Need of a 
Mediator; and ſaid to Moſes, (the typical 
one): ſpeak thou with us, and we will bear : 

but let not God ſpeak with us, leſt we die, 
Ver. 18, 19. Thus zhe Law entred that 
the Offence might abound ; that Sin by the 
Commandment might become exceeding ſinful ; 

or appear to be ſinful Sin indeed, Rom. 

v. 20. and vii. 13. The End of the Law's 
being given on Mount Sinai, to fallen 
Man, was not, that he ſhould obey it for 


Life; but that by he apparent Straight- 
neſs 
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neſs of the Rule, the Crookedneſs of his 
Ways might be maniſe; and that by 
the ſtrict Purity of this holy Law, now 
drawn out in all its beautiful Lineaments, 
the Defilement of Man's Nature, and the 
Odiouſneſs of his Features, in his Diſcon- 
formity thereto, might appear; and that 
by this Law, in the Hand of the Spirit, 
which was at firſt ordained unto Life, 
but now by Sin, become the Miniſtration 
of Death, the Sinner might be kz/led, as 
to all hopes of Life therefrom, the O 
fence thereby abounding in his Sight unto 
Death; that ſo by this he might be pre- 
par'd to receive the free Gift, of Lite 


in Chriſt, and the ſuperabounding Grace 


of God, reigning thre Rogan eg un- 
to eternal Life by him, 

Again, the Sinai Law was given, that 
Chriſt might be made under it, to fulfil 
its Requirements, and ſuffer its Penalties, 
for his People; to make them righteous 
by his Obedience to it, or the active O- 
8 of his Lie, and to redeem them 
from the Curſe of it by his paſſive O- 
bedience, or his meritorious Death, And 
that thus fulfilling it, he might become 
the End of it for Righteouſneſs, unto them, 
and for ever deliver them from it, as it 
is a Covenant of Works; that ſo from 
F * bim, 
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bim, their Saviour-King, they might re- 
ceive this Royal Law, as a Rule of Life, 
to ſquare: their Obedience by; which is 
delign'd to glorify God, and not to ob- 
tain Salvation from; and thus in Love, 
ferve it in the Newneſs of the Spirit, and 
not in the Oldnefs of the Letter, Rom: v. 
1947 Gal. iii. 13. with Chap. iv. 4, 5, Row, 
x. 4. 1 Cor. ix. 21. Rom. vii. 6. 

Thus it appears, that the Law was gi- 
ven for Ends /ub/ervient to the Goſpel ; 
and not to oppoſe, and deftiroy the Goſpel. 
For which End the corrupt Nature. of 


: * Man doth per verſſy uſe it, in endeavour- 


ing to obey it for Righteouſneſs, unto Life ; 
4 when there can be no Life had thereby. 
Not but that the Promiſe of Life, upon 
the Creature's Obedience, is contained in 
che Law; as the Threatning of Death on 
his Diſobedience. For Moſes deſeribeth 
babe Righteoufneſneſs which is of the Law, 
that the Man that doth thoſe Things, ſhall 
live by them, As the Apoſtle declares, 
Rom. x. But then, a Sinner, has al- 
ready 8 the Law, and loſt his Pow- 


er to fulfil it: and on both Accounts, 


*tis impoſſible for him to obtain Life by 
it. And to attempt the fame, is a God- 
= diſhonouring, and a Soul-deſtro) ying Thing, 
| The Soul that ſeeks Life by the Law, 

| diſponours | 
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diſbonours God, in that it does its utmoft 
to oppoſe the great Defig + of | his infinite 
Wiſdom and Grace, in Evi Sinners. by 
his Son. And it deſtroys itfelf, in ſeeking 
the Bleſſmg in ſuch a Way, wherein; Tt 
is impoſſible to be had, and whereby it 
muſt inevitably fall under the Curſe, And 
fuch a Soul, in ding for Life, runs quite 
counter to God's: Way, of believing: for 
Life: And he that believeth not the Sor, | 
(living, and dying in that State) h noe. 
fee Life ; but the Wrath of God abideth on 
him, John i i. 36. Which will fink him 
into the Abyſs of unutterable,. and eter- 
nal Torment. But it may be aid : 

Lou talk of doing for Lie, and tru. 
ing to our own Obedience for Acceptance 
with God, and that this is a Soul-deftroy— 
ing Thing : But who is there that goes 
about it? Do not all that profeſs the Name 
of Chriſt, believe that he dy'd to ar 
Mankind? But we muſt not from thence 
ſit fill, and do nothing our fetves;. we: 
muſt do what we can, and what we can 
__ 4, Chriſt will make up by his Me- 

and God will forgive us our Sins. 

* ſo the Perſon that makes thiꝭ Ob 
jection, would not be thought to 775 
Life by the Works of the Law ;- but is Tat 
Salvation in- a. mixed Way, mach f Wi 

R F 5 Works,, 
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Works, and partly by Grace. But as no 
ſuch thing can be, for Grace and Works, 

in the Point of Salvation, can no more 
mix, than Jron and Clay; ſo the Perſon 
that ſeeks Life at all, by his own Works, 
will be found to ſeek it wholly by the 
Works of the Law, if what Paul ſays is 
true, Rom. xi. 6. And if by Grace, then 
ig it no more of Works : Otherwiſe Grace is 
no more Grace. But if it be of Works, then 
7s it no more of Grace: Otherwiſe Work 
is no more Work. It muſt be wholly of Works, 
or wholly of Grace. And thereforeevery Man 
muſt ſtand, either on the Side of Yorks, or 
on the Side of Grace. And as it is God's 

way to ſave Sinners alone by his Free Grace; 

ſo every Soul that ſhall be ſaved, is made 
willing to be ſaved, in zh:zs way. And 
that Soul, that is not willing to have Sal- 
vation alone by God's free Grace in Chriſt, 

without the leaſt Regard to his own 
Works, in Point 'of Acceptance, muſt for 
ever go without it, And as for that Soul, 
whoever he be, that adheres, in the 
leaſt, to his own Yorks, he will be found 
to be of the Works of the Law, and as 
ſuch, muſt inevitably fall under the Curſe : 
for he adhering to the Law, chooſes to 
ſtand at its Bar; and bat requiring of 
him — Obedience, which he cannot 
perform, 
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perform, (although it is his Duty) it will 
curſe him to Death for the Want of it. 
Such a Soul, in attempting to do any Þ 
thing for Life, tacitly ſays, That he is 
able to keep the whole Law; and ſo out 
of his own Mouth will be Jud d, and 
condemned for the Non- performance of it. 
Little . Souls know, what a dreadſul 
Taſe they undertake, when they go a- 
bout Working for Life, and to gf 
their own Righteouſneſs. They reject the 
great, full, and free Salvation of God im ii 
the Goſpel, and bind themſelves over to ³⁶ 
the Condemnation of a broken Law, and 
to the fiery Indignation of a Sin-reveng- 


ing God; and will find it a moſt fearful * 1 


Thing to fall into his Hands, And who- 
ever thou art, Soul, that art for doing for 
Life, thou'lt find enough to do; for no 
leſs than to fulfil the whoſe Law, doth 
God require of thee thereby. But it may 
be further ſaid; 

Why, then, we may eben oe away 
the Law, caſt off Subjection to it, and 
live as we /ift, * 

But, hold, Man, thou art ander the 
Law, and canſt not fo eaſily deliver thy 
— from its Yoke, It bids thee do, and 

do perfectly. And tho' thou canſt 'not 
yield fach an Obedience as it requires, 


yet 
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Tord, obether he be bond or free. 


muſt ſeck Salvation in another Way; 
in that Way, wherein God has declared it 


mag be had.” 
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yet thou art | indigendhly bound to do 
what thou canſt; (yea, and infinitely 
more than is in thy Power to perform) 
and-thou oughteſt to do thy utmoſt, as a 
Creature, in Point of Obedience to God, 
thy Creator, and Preſerver. And he will 
regard the Acts of thy moral Righteauſ- 
neſs; and in the Bounties of his Provi- 
dence, Reward thy Obedience, with good 
things, in this —— Life. So that in 
this regard, thou wilt not ſerve an hard 
Maſter, For whatſoever good Thing any 
Man doth, the ſame fhall he receive of the 

And 
hence there is Encouragement. enough for 
Fellen Man, to uſe his utmoſt Diligence 


to do what God requires of him in his 


Law. But if he would be ſaued, he 


even 


For, if a ſinful Creature, will * 


Law, with an Eye to make himſelf righ- 


Zeaus- in the Sight of God, and to obtain 


Eternal Life thereby; as this was not 


God's End in giving the Lat to fallen 
Man, ſo he will fay to ſuch an one, Mo 
Bath required theſe Things at your Hands? 


And caſt all his Obedience, as Dung, and 


| abominable Filth, into his Face, to his 
ever- 


everlaſting . Shame, and utter Confuſion. 
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| 


For in Point of Righteartſneſs before God, 
nothing leſs than perfect Obedience, can 2 
be accepted; which a fallen Creature 
cannot perform: And God 22 
pointed the Obedi _ .of rae 41 * the 
only juſtifying Righteouſneſs of a; Sinner; 
if 5 p79 _ aſide the perfect 
Obedience of Chriſt, by introducing his 
own imper ect Obedience in the ſtead 
thereof; or preſents his own filthy-Rags, 
to join with Chriſt's ſpotleſs, glorious 
of his own Hands, when God has de- 


clar d, that it's only to be had: by his 1 | 
free ift; it is a moſt daring Affront to 


the Grace of God in the Gebel, and to. 
the Juſtice of God in the Law. And 


the Condemnation. of ſuch: a Soul, will be. 
exceedingly more aggravated, and his. 


Puniſhment more intollerable, that thus 
adheres to the Lau, under the Promul- 
gation of the Gepe; than that of the 
Heatbens, who periſh, not having heard 
of the Name of Chriſt. And thus it is 
a dreadful Thing, for a poor Sinner, to 
attempt to do any thing himſelf, that ſo 
he may inberit eternal Life. For if he 


Will enter into Life that way, he muſt. 
Reeg all the Commanaments,, in Heart, wk 
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and Life, without the leaſt Failure conti- 
nually. Which he can never do: and fo 
runs himſelf upon the flaming Sword of 
| Gold's Fu/tice, in his fiery Law ; and dy- 
ing in that State, he muſt ſuddenly be de- 
firoy'd, and that without Remedy, But a- 
gain, it may be ſaid; 

If there is no ſuch thing, as Life to be 
had for a fallen Creature, by its own 
Obedience to the Law, then it is made 


I anſwer, with the. Apoſtle, Do we 
then make void the Law thro Faith? 
God forbid: Yea, we eſtabliſh the Law, 
Rom. iii. 31. "Tis thoſe deſtroy the Lau, 
par would put it off with their own im- 

Obedience. For thereby, they 
baclly ſay, That the Law is not ſo ſtrict 
and holy as it once was ; nor ſo binding to 
the Creature, either in its Requirements 
of Duty, or Obligation to Puniſhment, as 
it was wont to be. But as for thoſe who 
aaſſert, that the Law of God, is an eter- 
nal Rule of Righteouſneſs; and that it 


indiſpenſibly requires of every Man that 


_— is under it, as a Covenant of Works, per- 
ſeect, and perpetual Obedience, which is 
W the Creature's Duty to perform, altho' he 
__ cannot do it; and that upon default 
= - hereof, it righteouſly binds the Tranſ- 
4 3 | greſſor 
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greſſor over to Puniſhment, and ſo ſet it 


a/ide, and ceaſe to obey it for Life; theſe 


eſtabliſb the Law, In that, they by Faith, 


take hold of Chriſt's Obedience, who has ; 1 
fulfill'd it perfectly, and is become te 


End of it for Righteouſneſs, to every one 


that believeth; And in that, to all Unbe- 


lievers who remain under it, they aſſert, 


its Equity, and Eternity, in requiting of 


them compleat, and conſtant Obedience, 
and binding them over to Death, both in 
Soul and Body, in Time, and to Eterni- 
ty, for the Non- performance thereof. 


Thus, as it is the Duty of the FIN 
ture, Man, to do whatever his Creator 


commands in his holy Law, which 
he cannot do; ſo it appears to be utterly 
:mpoſſible for him to be juſtif5'd by his 


own Obedience, and the Miſery of Man, 


with regard to the Law, is exceedi 


great indeed. And therefore, the good | 
News the Goſpe! brings, muſt needs be 
glad Tidings; as it reveals Pardon and 
Life for a Sinner, thro' the compleat O- 
bedience of Jeſus Chriſt, imputed to him, | 
for his juſtifying Righteouſneſs before God, 


which is to be received by Faith — 
K 
Fifthly, In the laſt Wen I call add] 


PO by way of Uſe from what has ö 


been 


2 4 
*- 4 
- 5% 


_—_ 


. 4 * ' 
$4, * 
+ A *. 5 5 18] 
# — 


1 Diſcourſe 
been ſaid as a Concluſion of the whole, 


wor 


* — the 3 * a Sr; 
is by the compleat Obedience of  Feſus 

Chriſt, imputed to him, and receiv'd by 
Faith, unto ſuch great, and glorious Ef- 
fects; We may hence learn, what Reaſon 
we. have; to admire that Infinity of i 
am, which ſhines forth in the Contr:i- 
ange of this Wonder; and to adore that 
Immenſity of Grace which is diſplay'd in 
this glorious Proviſion made for the Fa- 
vourites of Heaven! When the beloved 
FJobn was favour'd with a viſionary Sight 
of the Moman- Bride, the Lamb's Wife, 
as cloth'd with Chriſt, the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, and ſhining forth in the reſplen- 
dent Rays of her Bridegroom's Glory; 
he ſays, he ſaw 2 WoxpER, Rev, xi . I. 
And a Wonder it is indeed ;: ſo great, 
that it calls for the Admiration, both of 


Mien, and of Angels. This is one of 


thoſe glorious. Things, that by the Goſpel 
is.ceveal'd unto. us, which the Angels de- 
fire::to,look inta, 1 Pet. i. 12. And while 


| fſinful Men, have the Forgiveneſs of their 


Sins, thro” Chriſt's Blaad, and the Ac- 
ceptation of their Perſons, in him, the be- 
loved according to the Riches: of the Fa- 
ther's 9 e a- 


wards 
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Lardi them, in all Wiſdom and Pruente 
it becomes them to admire, and adore the 
1 5 and to cry out, With the Ap 
O the Depth of the Riches both of the Wiſe 
dom and Knowledge of God! How u. 
ſearchable are his F fahnen and his Mays 
id R of Epb. i. 6, , 8. Rom. 
i. 33. That the Obedience of the 86 n 

of God, ſhould be made our Rig breouſe 
neſs, the Righteouſneſs of a Sinner, to 
his compleat Fuſtification before God, * 
ſuch a Project of infinite Wiſdom, ſuch a 
Proviſſon of infinite Grace, for the Sakoa-" 
tion of God's choſen, that every way be⸗ 
comes the Great JEnovan? And will 
be the Endleſs Wonder of Men, and 8 
Angels! a 
2. Since the Juſtification of a Sint 
is wholly by the Righteouſneſs of An 
ther, which is a Way of Life above Nu“? 
ture, above being diſcover d by Natures? 
Light, and ſeen by Nature's Eye, or dif-”+ 
cover'd by the Light of the Law, and 
diſcern'd © by natural Reaſon; we may 4 
learn hence, what an abſolute- Neceſſi > 
there is, of a ſupernatural Revelation 
thereof; in order = the Soul's receivii 
of this Righteouf neſs, and lo, of the Grace 
of Fuſtiſication, t bred, This is one of 
45 5 _ that God E. prepar'd for his 
8 
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People, that never entred into the Heart of 


the natural Man fo concei ve of, which he 
has neither Anon, nor can underſtand ; 


and therefore deems it Fooliſhneſs, or, 4 


fooliſh Thing, for any to think they 


ſhall be juſtify'd by the Obedience of 


Chriſt, late of all their own Works. 
But the People of God receive not the Spi- 
rit which is of the World, but the Spirit 
which is of God, that they may know the 
Things which. are freely given them of 
God. And this, of the free Gift of Righ- 
teouſneſs, ts revealed unto'them by his Spi- 
rit, tho it's one of thoſe deep Things of God, 
which are hidden from the natural Man; 
which are impoſſible to be known by any, 
but Heaven- born Souls, under a ſpecial Re- 
velation from above, 1 Cor. ii. 9, &c. 
3. Since the Juſtification of a Sinner, 


is by the Obedience of Chriſt, alone; 


we may hence learn, how greatly im- 


portant the Knowledge thereof is! The 
Knowledge of this Righteouſneſs, muſt 


needs be of the utmoſt Importance, ſince 
Ignorance of it, and Non-ſubmiſjion to it, 
(which always go together) leave the 
Soul in an wnrighteous State, Rom. ix. 
31, 32. and x. 3. All thoſe Miſerable. 


Souls, who are ignorant of Chriſt's Righ- 
reonſneſs, go about to eftabliſh their own 


Righ- 
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| Righteouſneſs; And, alas! the Bed is 
ſhorter, than that a. Man can Atreteh him- 
elf upon it, and the Covering narrower, 
than that be can wrap bimſelf in it, Iſa. 
xxviii. 20. There's no true Ref for. a 
Sinner, from the Works of its own Hands; 
no Covering for a naked Soul, from the 
Fig- Leaves of its own Righteouſneſs, tho 

ever ſo artfully ſew'd together, Our Lord 
told his Diſciples, that except their Righ- 
teouſneſs did exceed the Righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, they ſhould in no 
caſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Mat. v. 20. Theſe Scribes and. Phari- 
ſees, were the zealous, the religious Men 
of that Age, the ſtrict Obſervers of Mo- 
ſes Law, that truſted in tbemſelves, that 
they were righteous, by their own. legal 
Performances, and thought to get to 
Heaven, by Means thereof, But our 
Lord declares, that none ſhalk ever come 
there, but thoſe. who. have a better Righ- 
teouſneſs, a Righteouſneſs, that exceeds a 
Phariſaical Righteouſneſs, 1. e. ſuch a 
Righteouſneſs, that every way anſwers to 
all the extenſive Requirements. of . the 
Law, in Heart, Lip, and Life; and this 
is no other than the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, imputed to poor Sinners, or, 
made theirs by Imputation ; in which, be- 


. 
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ing ee juftify'd, according to Law 
Fuſtice, they ſhall, as rigbteous Per- 
be admitted into the Kingdom of 
der, or, into the Glory of the hea- 
venly State; while all thoſe who truſt in 
their -own Righteouſneſs and think they 
have done many won ful Works, which 
they dare plead for Acceptance with God, 
ſhall be ſent away from Chriſt, into eter- 
nal M:/ery, with a depart from me, ye 

r of Intquity, Mat. vii, 22. 
And as our Lord, in this his Sermon 
oO the Mount, had been expounding 
the Law of God, in its Spirituality, as 
extending to the Heart, as well as Lzfe; 
and aſſerting the Neceflity of keeping the 
Commandments in the ſame extenſive 
Manner, that the Law required, in order 
to make a Perſon righteous; ſo, in the 
Concluſion. thereof, he ſays, Therefore 
zobofoever heareth theſe Sayings of mine, 
umd doth them, I will liken him unto a 
 avife Man, who built his Houſe upon a 
Rock = And the Rain deſcended and the 
Floods came, and the Winds blew, and 
. beat upon that 'Houſe : and it fell not, for 
t war foundeũ upon a Rock, Ver. 24; 25. 
Theſe" Sayings of our Lord, contain the 
Subſtance of the moral Law, and the do- 
ing of them unto Righteoujuef before God, 
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is by believing; as Faith lays hold on 
Chriſt, Who has obey'd the Law perfectly, 
as the Repreſentative of his People; on 
which Account, they may be ſaid to have 
done, or, fulfilled, the Law in him; his 
Obedience, being imputed unto them, for 
their compleat Fuſtification before God. 
As the Surety's Payment, among Men; 
is accounted to the Debtor, and is the 
ſame, in the Eye of the Lau, and as 
effectual for his full Diſcharge, as if he 
himſelf had paid the Debt. And he that 
thus doeth the Law, or, theſe Sayings of 
Chriſt, he //kens him unto a wiſe Man who 
built his Houſe upon a Rock. It's a Piece 
of natural iſdom, to lay a good Foun 
dation for a ſtately Structure; and the 
moſt firm, that any Houſe can be built 
on, is that of a Rock. And he that is 
ſpiritually wiſe, ww1/e unto Salvation, lays 
the whole Streſs of it, and builds all his 
Hope of Life, upon Chriſt, the Roc of 
Ages; in which it appears, that he is 
w/e indeed. For as in Nature, a Howe - 
that's built upon a Rock, will ſtandd tlie N E 
Storm: ſo the Soul that's built upon 
Chriſt ſhall never be removed: Tbe Ran 
may deſcend, the Floods come, and the Mini 
| Beat; Afflictions, Temptations, and Trials | 
of all kinds, may beat". vehemently: again 
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that Soul; but ſhall never 4. roy "Its Sal. 
vation, nor make it aſham'd of its Hope. 
No; Chriſt, the Rock of Immutability, 
will hold it unſhaken. in a State of Salva- 
tion thro Life, thro' Death, at Fudg- 
ment, and for ever, Such a Soul, ftands 
as immoveable, in the Grace of Fuſtifica- 
. Zion, and Life, as the Rock itſelf, on which 
it's founded. Becauſe I live, faith our 
Lord, Ze ſhall live alſo, Yobn xiv. 19. 
Chriſt's Life, is the Life of that Soul, 
that depends upon him alone, for all its 
Juſtification, and eternal $:1vktion; And 
therefore the Viſdom of Faith, is great in- 
deed! in that it foreſees the Storm, and 
thus provides againſt it. | 

But he, ſaith our Lord, that heareth 

. theſe Sayings of mine, and doth them nat 
Li. e. That heareth the Laws Requirements, 


aud endeavours to obey the ſame, for Rig 


ia EF that poor Sinner, Who lays the N of 


. Feouſneſs before God, and fo doth them 

becauſe his Obedience, can't come 
up to that Perfection which the Law re- 
quires) /hall be likened unto a fooliſp Man, 
which built his Houſe upon the Sand : And 
the Rain deſcended, and the Floods came, 
and the Winds blem; and beat upon that 
Houſe ; and it fell, and great was the Fall 
of it, Ver. 26. 27, Oh, the Folly of 


his 
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N his Salvation, and builds his Hope of Life, 
upon his ou. Righteouſneſs! For this 

ſandy Foundation, can't endure the Storms 

, of divine Wrath, which ſhall be revealed 

from Heaven againſt all Unrighteouſneſs 

of Men; nor ſecure the Soul from being 

ad riven away, by the Tempeſt of God's 

| Anger, and the Floods of his Indig- 

nation, into the Abyſs of Eternal Miſery. 

The Houſe fell, that was thus built up- 

on the Sand, and great was the Fall of 
it! Oh, what a miſerable Diſappoint- 
ment will it be to that Soul, that gaes 

down to the Chambers of eternal Death, 

with this Lie of his own Righteouſneſs in 

his Right-hand, for which he had all a- 

long hop'd for eternal Life? When this 
Way, that ſeem'd right to him in his own 

Eyes, as if it would lead him to ever- 


laſting Life, (by his depending thereon) * .. 
ſhall end in eternal Death ! The Hope f 
the Hypocrite (or, of him that truſts in 


his Salvation hoped. for) ſbalſ then, de 
cut off. He ſhall lean upon his Hawſe, (i. e. 
his own Righteouſneſs, which he had raiſed I 
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up, in his Imagination , to ſhelter him from 
the Storm of divine Vengeance) but it 
ſhall not fland; he ſhall hold it faſt, but it 
ſhall not endure, Fob viii. 13, 14, 15. No, 
this Houſe of his, ſhall be as ſoon deſtroy'd, 
by the Storm of God's Indignation, as a 
Shider's Web is ſwept down, by the Be- 
ſom that comes againſt it; and the mi- 
ſerable Soul, that truſted herein, ſhall be 
driven away into eternal Perdition, Thus, 
an Error in the Foundation, will prove 
Fatal to the Building: and therefore the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, as the alone Way of a 
Sinner's 7u/tification, and Life, muſt needs 
be of the higheſt Importance ; fince no 
other Refer can ſtand the Storm, but 
Chriſt, as THE Lord our RicuTr- 
.OUSNEsS, this glorious hiding Place, 
which God has prepar'd for poor Sinners, 
whither they may run, and be for ever 
. And as for thoſe, who live, and die, 
an Ignorance of, and. Non-ſubmiſſion to the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, they'll certainly |. 
> "fie in, their Sins, and periſh for ever. 
"They'll all be found Filthy, at the Day 
of Judgment, that have not been enabled 
to believe in Chriſt's Blood, for cleanſing il * 
from all Sin; they will all be found zu- 
Juſt, at chat fl y, that have not 
Believed in the Redeemer's e 
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por their Jalta before God; and ſo 
muſt remain. for euer. For concerni 
them, it will then be ſaid; be that 

thy, let him be filthy illi: and le that 
5 unjuſt, let bim be unjuſt 1/4 i. e. let 
him abi de ſo, to an ene - Eternity. 
But, 1832 | 

4. Since thine; is Vit « one Wa for a Sin- 
ner to be juſtified before God, and that is 
by the Obedience of Chriſt, alone; this in- 
forms us, what great Folly, thoſe Perſons 


are guilty of, Who preſs poor Sinners to 


obey the, Ebw; to make themſelves 575M : 


ous in the Sight of God, when there is no 
Law given, that can give Life pnto them; 
and how dangerous it is for Souls, to fit 
under ſuch a Miniſtry, that naturall y miſ- 
lads them; ſince wille the Blind leads 


he Blind, both Fall into the Ditch. © If 


there had been a Law given that could have 
given Life, ſays the Apoſtle, verily Reghtes 
2 5 ſhould have been by the Law, Gal; in. 

But as there is no Law given, that 
a give Life to a dinner; it's a vain, faol- 
Thing, to preſs ſuch a Soul, to get a 
Righteouſneſs by his own Performances, 
which was never appointed of God, nor 


can be attain'd by Man. No; he Scrip- 


ture hath concluded all under Sin, that the 
my {of Life) by Faith * 22 — 2 
G 


- 


_ 


= 8 aims 
(as a Singer's Righteouſneſs) mg be giwen 
to tbem that believe, ver. 22. And thoſe. 
ho receive it not in this way, ſhall never 
attain it in any ot ber, but muſt go without 
it for ever. The Labour of the Fooliſh, 
ſays the wiſe Man, wꝛearieth every one of 
them, becauſe be knoweth not how to 0 to 
db City, Eccleſ. x. 15. A Man may la- 
bour all his Days, to make himſelf rigbte. 
ous before God, by his own Performances, 
and to make his Peace with him, by his 
legal Repentance, and Humiliation for Sin; 
and yet /ofe all his Labour at 14, and ſo 
weary himſelf in vain, being never able to 
reach that City, that eternal Reſt; which 
God has prepar'd for his People: Becauſe 
he knoweth not Chrifi, the only Way that 
leads thither ; and ſo walls not by Faith, 
in him, as ſuch; All Men by Nature, 
are ignorant of Chriſt's. R1ghteouſneſs, as 
it is God's way of juſtifying and ſaving a 
Sinner; and it's dangerous for Souls, to yy 
under ſuch a Miniſtry, that preſſeth doing, 
and perfwades them their Safety lies there, 
inſtead of believing. For how ſball they 
believe, faith the Apoſtle, in him of 3 
they have not heard? And how ſhall they 
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7 2 except they be ſent, Rom. x. 


* 20 r Souls Belieue in 
21671 F * Chriſt 


Moth. 3 


222 without a Preacher ? And how- ſhall 


, „„ , to a 


upon | Fuftification. 149 
Chriſt for Juftification, when. they ye ne- 
ver heard of his Rig bfeouſneſt, which is. 
the proper Object of Faith? And how 
ſhall they hour; without a Preacher of 
that Goſpel, that declares it ? And how 
ſhall they preach the Goſpel to others, 
who have never ſeen that Salvation it re- 
veals for Sinners, by the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, themſelves? How ſhall hey, de- 
clare the Glory and Efficacy thereof to 
others, that have never ſeen, nor ex 
enc'd ut themſelves ? And how does it ap 
pear, that they are ſent by Chriſt, : 
preach the Goſpel, who neither Ku, 850 
proclaim his Righleouſneſi, fot tlie Fuftifi- 
cation of a Sinner; which is ſuch a main 
Doctrine thereof? Have we not Reaſon to 
fear, that many of thoſe who are call d 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, are rather Preachers 
of Moſes, than of Chri/t? and that their 
Miniſtry, rather tends to lead Souls to the 
Bondage, and Death of the Lat, than to 
the Liberty and Life of the Gojpel? But, 
bow beautiful are the Feet of them tbat 
preach the Goſpel of Peace, that brint glad | 
Tidings of good Things| That publiſh chat 
Peace with God, which was made for 


F Sinners alone, by the Blood of: Qhciſt's 
Cross; and is poſſeſs d, only by Faith in 


bim That proclaim the glad: Tidings: of 
G 2 thoſe 
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thoſe good. Things, which God has per- 
par'd, to be enjoy'd by Sinners, thro”. the 

juſtitying Righteauſneſe of his Son! And 

how great is the Privilege of thoſe Souls, 


who fit under a Goſpel- Miniſtry; ſince 


this is the Means appointed of God, to 
work Faith in them, and to bring 3 
tion to them ! Once more, 


Since the Juſtification of a Sinner, is 


[3s the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, imputed to 
him, and receiv'd by. Faith alone; we 
may hence learn, how great the Obliga- 
tion of the juſtified ones, is, to live to the 
Glory of that Grace, which has ſo freely, 
and "folly juſtified them, in, and thro' 
Chriſt, unto cternal Life 'by him! When 
the Apoſtle had aſſerted, the Juſtification, 
and Salvation of God's People, both Jews 
and Gentiles, to be wholly of his free 
Mercy, in, and thro? Chriſt, Rom. Xi. 
32. and admir'd the Riches of his Wiſ- 
Am, which was ſo brightly diſplay'd in 
the Diſpenſations of his Mercy towards 
them, ver. 33. he thus concludes his 
Diſcourſe, Jer. 36. For of bim, and 
thro Un ind to him are all Things ; ; £0 
whom be Glory for ever, Amen, Tis as 


if he ſhould ſay, Since all Things, relating 


to the Juſtification, and Salvation of God's 


TEN are. Y Ds and thro! him, it's 
meet 
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meet that the Glory of all, ſhould; by 
them, be given 79 him. And therefote, 
when he applies this Doctrine of God's 
free 5 in Chriſt, to them who had 
obtain'd it, he thus addreſſeth them, 
Chap. i. | 1. ＋ beſeech you therefore, 
Brethren, by the Mercies of Gad, that 
ye . preſent your Bodies a living Sacrl 
ſce, holy, acceptable unto God, which ts 
your reaſonable Service, I beſeech [you;] 
ſays he, Du that have obtain'd Mercy, 
[therefore,] or, ſince it is God's De- 
ſign to glorify his Mercy, in the Salva- 
tion of Sinners, that you give him the 
Glory of it; [by the Mercies of God,] 
thoſe" Mercies of God, which you ate 
Partakers of, in the Pergiveneſe of all your 
Sins, and in the Fuſtification of your Per- 
ons, [that ye preſent your Bodies a living 
Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,] oy, 
ye continually offer up yourſelves, as a 
whole Burnt-Offering, in the F lames 6f 
Love, unto him that hath J you, in 
all holy, and acceptable Obedience, to the. 
Glory of that God, who has thus had 
Mercy upon you ; [which 5 is your reaſon- | 
le Service.] For it is a moft reaſon - 

able Thing, or, a Thing, for which tete 

is the higheſt Reaſon, that you, ſhould'eve er, 
er ve the Lord, to the Glory ot that Graee, 
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-F52 A Diſcourſe. 
by which you are freely juſtiſed, and ſhall 
ä be eternally glorißed. And thus, the 
1 Peter, 1 Pet. ii. 9. But ye are a 
choſen Generation, a royal Pri eſthood, 
{who are waſh'd from all your Sins in 
Chriſt's Blood, and cloth'd with his 
Righteouſneſs) an holy Nation, 4 pe- 
culiar People; that ye ſhould 2 forth 
the Praiſes e bim bo hath called you 
eut of Dar kneſi, into his _ marvellous 
Light. And, you know, ſays the Apo- 
ſtle Paul, how we exhorted and com ort- 
ed, and charged every one of you, (i. e. 
of you, juſtified, . ſaved ones) that ye 
would walk worthy of God, who hath 
. uw unto bis Kingdom and Glory, 
Y The I, 12. And in ſhort, as 
oY it 55 #8 5 Deſign to get himſelf 
Gly, in the Jul 1 of Sinners, 
2 the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt; 
he Display thera, throughout the 
10 Goſpel, . them under Wy 6 
higheſt ee to. live to his Praiſe, 
Date God the-' Father, impute the. Obe x 
dience of his Son to poor Sinners * Did 
God the Sen, cbey, in Life, and in 
Death for them? And does God the 
Spirit, 7 and afply this Rigbleouſ- 
neſs to them; and enable them to re- 
tei ve hy fan, 8 * free Gift of Grace 
"A 40 + unto = | 
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unto their eternal Liſe in Glory? What 
Thanks, what Praiſe; is due to God, in 
each of his, .gloriqps Perſons; for this 
abundant,, nd let the Language 
of the iltifedd ones, in Heart, Lip, 
and Life, in all Kinds ft Holy Obedience, 
both, now, and always be, Thanks be unto 
Goa, for the Dead of JUSTIFICATION! 
for this, Feng ork GIFT! 2 
* ney ! Holltujab ! WS 
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2 ork of the $ Spiris 
IN-THE 
Hears: of the ETLECr. 


HE N God, the mighty Spirit, doth begin 
I o fave us influentially from Sin, 

He comes, as ſent from th' Father and the Son, 
To do the Work deſign'd e'er Time begun. 
The Spirit keeps Election in his Eye, 

And knows exactly for whom Chriſt did die; 
And what the Counſels were in Heav'n above, 
When he engag d in Offices of Love. 

And thus he ſeeks, and finds the choſen Sheep, 
The Father gave.the Shepherd Chriſt to keep ; 
And though among the Devil's Herd they lie, 


le comes reſolv*'d that there they ſhall not die. 


But, oh ! what Poſture doth he find them in, 


All over-ſpread with Guilt, and Filth of Sin; 
No Soundneſs from the Head to Foot is found, 
Nothing but Sores and putrifying Wounds. 1 4 
Haters of God, rebellious Enemies, 3 
That 1 his Way of 8 Sinners riſe $ 4:70 15 bf 
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APA Ge. 155 
Led captive by the Devil, = hi his. - | 
And every Luſt, tlie Nn 
And will the Lord, the Holy 5 Spur, dwell | 
Within ſuch Hearts as are as vile as Hell! 
How is it, Lord, what take up thine — 731 
In ſuch a Heart that's loathſome unto God? 
Oh! take's aſide a while, and let us ſee 
Th' amazing Depths of this Love „ iu 
For ſure, this is a Time of Love indeed, 
Wherein the glorious Three are all agreed; 
That Love ſhould like a mighty Deluge — 1 
O'er Mounts of Sin, oppos d to reigning Gracky ©: "2 
Lord, we adore the Greatneſs of thy Love, I 
Which neither Time, nor Sin it ſal could i oye? © 
The Father lov'd, and gave by Settlement, 
A vaſt Inheritance, and don't repent, 
And therefore ſends the Holy Spirit down, 
To fit the Heirs of Glory for their Crow. 
The Father lov'd, and 3 gave his + * 
To ſave th Elect that were by Sin undone; 
And now Redemption-Work is finiſned, "FI 
He ſends the Spirit forth from Chriſt our He An 
The Son he lov'd, and freely gave his Life, 
That he might ſanctify his Bride and Wife! 
And therefore ſends the Spirit, to work all o 
In th' Virtue of his Blood and Righteouſnels, | 
The Spirit he lov'd, and thence engaged i in 
Ihoſe Offices, in which he ſaves from Sin, 
And therefore comes at the appointed Time, . 
To do the Work he's taken upon him. 
He undertook the Whole of Applicat in. 7h 
And ought to have the Glory of Salvation, 1 _— 
His Love to us is e ally as great, That i 3 i 
As th' Son's, and Father's, bears as early Date, 
Salvation to the Praiſe of glorious Grace, Ls 12 
In Depths of Wiſdom, fo contrived was, 1 
That Father, Son, and Spirit, all might have | 
eg 928 Glory. * the Soul they ſave. 
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Election is. a glofip dean of Grace K ho! 

which ap Wed all the n 
emptign ig à ne. amazing Nene, 

In which, 1 bb n, MA re A en ddl 

And fi pecial A eee our View. . 

Preſents 2 Sce Ee. — 2 two; 

In which th' ne bg TI from all their Sur, 

And on this Foot t ingfs begins 


Se lvation in the Whole fr Far $, 18, 
As he a ſettl 5 our Bliſs 
Salvation in the Whole, belong; to Chriſt, 
Had he not for ſhould ha have Glory miſt, | 
ion ĩ Vho le, 's the Spirit — w=ath 
Fox in hi) Work we ſayed are anew; 
By his 2 ty Power, and quickning Grace, 
And without this We could not fee God's Face. 
'Thus we Fark an oe to all the I luce, 
ans in this h hey jointly do agree; 
tbatever, DAL, we look upon, 
We may Aeg che Love of Three in One: 
And yet each Perſon, in his proper Place, 
Peculiarly ha ſhewn his. ſpecial Grace; 
And his the the axle in rue Work doth ihew.- 
His own; Love, w! a to our View. 
Fog, though the Father ſettled all our Bliſs, 
And ſo _ Holineſs for his; 
When he ordain'd our full Conformity, 
To Chrift, the glorious Pattern in his Eye; 
Yet ſtill his Love lies like a hidden Mine, 
Until the Spirit breaks up this Deſign. 
But when the Time is come, down flies the Dove, 
Upon the Wings of Everlaſting Love; | 
To form Chriſt's Im by ny I 
The Father from Eternity had choſe ; 
In which new Creature he forms every Limb, 
By Chriſt, and all the Grace that is in him. 
Hence we a Likeneſs bear in eve Part, 
Seal the Graces that are in Chriſt's Heart; 
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For thus the Spirit works in'new Cretionn 


On all that are: appointed to Salvation: _ 
Chriſt's Image doth in Brightneſs far FR 

That Nature-Image, in which Adam was dad 4 

At firſt created by his Maker's Hand, . 


When he: the Head of all Mankind did Rand. 
Yea, though the firſt Man's Soul was u pright ma 
And fo a perfect moral Govdneſs. had; | 
As being created in the Nature- Part 

Of Chriſt's own Image, ſtampt upon ve Hearg' 
So far as then'did ſuit his preſent State, 70 
And all his Seed to whom he did relate. 

The Law of God was written in his Heart, 
His Soul conform'd thereto in every Part. 

He every Way was ſuited to behold  - © 
The God of Nature, in this lower World. 

And ſo to love, enjoy, and take his Reſt 

In God, as ſuch, of whom he was poſſeſt. | 
Thus all Mankind, in him were upright made, _ 
For twas a common Image that he had . Buna 
Exactly ſuĩted to a Nature- State, — 2. . 
And th' Non-Ele& did only ſo relate. N 
This Image Adam did poſſeſs for his, | | 
Contair'd in it the Heights of Nature Bliſs 3 
But when he fell; he loft the fame by Sin, * 
And brought an univerfal Dee in 
Of Miſeries and Death, on all his Seed, . 
From which the Non-Elect are never freed; -* r - 
Becauſe they never did Relation bear Hd 
To Chrift, by Grace; in him they have no Share. 
But for th Ele& there was Provifion made, 
And laid in Chrift, their great tranfcendent Headz "0 
The Father lov'd them, as he lov'd re 
Into Relation high, eer Time begann. 
And thence predeſtinated them to beer 
Chriſt's own bright Image, in their propor Sphet bE's 
In all its Nature, Grace, and Gl 2 Hear; 3 
; A To o be by th? * formed in their Hvarts. . - Fl 
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And though old Adam had a Rectitud e. 

Which is,, for Subſtance, ſaid to be renewd, 

When God th' Spirit new creates our Hearts, 

Yet tis not Adam's Image he imparts; sss 

Thoſe Nature- Beauties Which in Alam lay, 

We haye from Chriſt in a tranſcendent Way. 

Beauties of Nature, Grace, and Glory too, 

All meet in Chriſt, and thence to us they flow. 
Chriſt's Image a tranſcęendent Glory has 
Out; ſhining perfect Adam's lovely Face, 

When in his moſt exalted Heights of Bliſs, 

Which he in Eden did poſſeſs for his: 

For yet, he was but of an earthy Make, 

And could not then of heav'nly Things partake, + 

He was not ſuited to behold Faced ines! 
In Chriſt, as he's reveal'd/the God of Grace. 

No, twas a Bleſſing in Reſerve above, 

Among the Treaſures of eternal Love; 

And thence it doth deſcend to th', choſen Race, 

From Chriſt the heavenly Man, the Head of Grace. 

Such as the earthy Man, the earthy were, 

Such as the heavenly Man, the beavenly-are.' 

The Glory ſettled 's of ſo high a Nature, 

No Man can ſee't, except he's a new Creatures 

Tis new Creation fits the Soul for Heaven, 

And ſuits its Organs to the Glory _ rem] 

The Pure in Heart God's bleſſed Face ſhall ſee, 

In th* Heights of Glory, to Eternity. 1 
Then ſure, the Spirit's Love's amazing great, 

In that he fits us for this bleſſed State; | 
For when he takes Poſſeſſion of the Heart, 

He n creates the Soul in every Part. 
But, oh | what Oppoſition doth he find, 

Azainſt his Work, in th' Sinner's Heart and Mind 

*T'is well for us he is the God of Might, | ir 

A d both his Grace and Power infinite: 

He finds the Underſtanding dark as Night, 

The Will rebellious, doth againſt him fight; 
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'TheiConſciends: ſenſeleſs, evil anti unclęan, | 
Th' Affections earthly; and Ho lead the Ven. "ag if 
This is the Caſe the Soul of Man lies in, my 
When God the Spirit doth his Work begin. N 
But, lo ! he-ſpeaks, and doth command the e 
And ſtraightway ſets the Underſtanding right. x0 
Subdues the ſtubborn! Will; and- brings it low” Ty * 
And ſweetly draw it in this Day of Po-wr; 
Quickens the e er ne turns the Aloe 
too Lhe $5 1 
And makes em in anottich Charinel Mow! AT 
Thus th' Spirit produceth Faith, and ey 'ry Grace, £ 
Which he draus out, each in their proper Place. ** 
And what Faith in the Judgment ſees as beſt, 
Faith in the Will doth 2 to as its Reſt;, 
And then th* Affections keep an Order, Kill: 2 2 5 
Commanded by the Judgment and the Will; 
For the whole Soul touch'd . Loves XS 
Attracted is, and ſet on Things above.” 7 4 
But, as in th“ old Creation, every Thing i jt i 25 
In Darkneſs lay, before the Light did ſpring; i 
So in the New, black Darkneſs fills the He We 
Till glorious Light irradiates ev ry Part.. 2 
When th' Spirit firſt convinceth of all Sin © 1 
What Darkneſs doth the Sinner find within? . g 
And though the Soul when firſt by Sin oppreſt, 
Takes its 01d Courſe to find out Eaſe and Reſt; 
By th' Works of its own Hands it ſeeks for Peace, © 
Yet now it finds thoſe Springs of Comfort ceaſe. 
For, lo! its open'd Eye is made toiſee © 
God's Law, in all its inward Puritʒ; F 
And * i= has broke the ſame in Thought ; and ; 
9 0 A n ; 
And therefore "ſtands Guiley before the Lord. 
But, oh! th“ amazing Depths the Soul doth . 
Couch'd in the Myſtery of Iniquity j 
While God the Spirit opens Adam's Sin, . 
And ſhews the Soul it guilty was therein; 


And 
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i And that from thence, as from a Fountain Head, 
All manner of Pollution has o erſpread 
The Soul of Man, from whence doth til} ae 
All ſinful Acts, with vile Enormities: 
As freely as the Stream from th' F ountain flows, | 
So ſinful Man doth fin in all he does! 
And if the Soul from groſſer Acts of Sin, 
Hath, by the Pow'r of God, reſtrained been, 
Jet when the Sprit ope's the Plague of th' Heart, 
He ſhews the Sin that lurks in ev*'ry Part; | 
And ſets the Man upon an equal Ground, 
With th' vileſt Sinner that on Earth is found. 
Now, ſays the Soul, I ſee all Sins do meet, 
In my vile Heart, as in their proper Seat; 
Sure, I'm the Chief of Sinners, none like me, 
Thus plung d into the Depths of Miſery ; 
An Hater dong nr te I by Cm 
An unbelieving, eſerving ture; 
That in ſtrict Juſtice might have thither been 
Sent from the Womb, e er I the Light had ſeen. 
In Sin was I conceiv*d, in Sin brought forth, 
And nothing elle have done fince on the Earth. 
How great's my Debt? increaſing ev'ry Day, 
And yet, alas! I ha'n't a Mite to pay. 
Oh! what a Wonder tis, I am not ſent, 
Into the Place of endleſs Puniſhment ! 
For ever baniſh'd- from God's bleſſed Face, 
Fixt in his Wrath, beyond the Hopes of Grace, 
J left the Lord, he juſtly might leave me, 
And ſeal me up to endleſs Miſery. 
Oh! what a Diſtance am I at by Sin, 
And not one Step can I take back again. 
My Righteouſneſs; my Tears, my very Prayers 
Before a holy God, moſt filthy are. ; 
Had I no other Lin but what's in them, 

The leaſt of theſe would ſurely me condemn 3 
I cannot anfwer for one ſinful Thought, 
Much leſs for all the Folly I have wrought. A 
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And hats behold, the Soul is as it were, | 
Summon'd, and brought before God's: — Bar, 
In th' Conſcience, where the Judgewithangey-Looks, 
| Proceeds to read: what's writtew'in-the-Boaks:-| 1. 
Whence former vins, that were forgotten quite, 
Wrote in God's Knowledge, now appear in Sight. — 
And now the Soul, doth hear a Lecture read. 
Out of the Law, that ftrikes it thro! with drrad ;- H 
While Conſcience bears its Witneſs to each Crime 
Charg'd by the Judge, it knows the Place and Time. 
And now the Mouth is ſtopt before Da Lord, 1 A = 
Why th' dreadful Sentenes ſhould. not on him s, 
Since all the Curſes he deſerved has. 


CA 


And now all Hopes of Life, by th! Law; doth eaſt 
He ſees, if ſav dt muſt be by 12 erg 3 
And having heard, that hs ſuch as he 
Have had a Pardon from God's Mer bree. 
Now this is all the Plea the Sinner a. 
Lord, I confeſs, I have deſerv'd thy Wrath 1 + 
And if this Moment I'm ſent down to Hell. 10 1 
I hou wouldꝰſt be holy, juſt and righteous (ilk ©. 1 
But, Lord, thou can'ſt fave ſuch an 2 1 
And 'twill thy Mercy greatly magnify z —_— 
But if thou ſhould {| my great Requeſt deny, 
Lord, at thy Feet ſubmiſſive fill I lie. 

It may be, thou'lt- Compaſſion have on me, 

And fave me from the Depths, of Miſery. „ as $4 
And thus the Soul in hope 's kept from Deſpair, 
Although thoſe Hopes are ſlain again by Fem; 

For now the Soul is plung'd into a Pit, 

And by no Means it can get out of it;; 
For as a Man that's ſunk in Mire and Clay, 
That ſtrives with all his Might to get away, | 
The more he ſtruggles he links deeper in, | 3. 
So 'tis with th' Soul, i' th! Guilt and Filth of Sig \- 
But, oh! the horrid Noiſe the Soul dach hear, 
While in this Pit, which makes it quake for fear 1 


0 Os e al Fur oo ei 
It hears the Thunder that in Sinai was, | 
And feels the Lightning flaſhing in its F. ey 


L While EVE! 
Is like a Thunder-bole, or faming Dart. 


Curſe that pierceth throu gh its Hear, 


God's awful Voice in's Law, is, Curſe him ſtill, 
The Soul ſhall die; that once hath broke my Will. 


And, oh ! the hideous Noiſe of Satan's Roar, 
Who, like a Lion, ſeeketh to devour. - 


Says he, come, ſinful Soul, thou art my Prey 


1 orſook of God," and doſt belong to me. 
Thou'rt ſuch a Wretch, that now al 

Do what thou wilt thou ſhalt be damn'd at t laſt 

And, oh! the Terrors of A guilty Heart, 


Hope is all, 


Which, like an Army, march through ev'ry het > 


Headed by Unbelief, proclaiming War, 
Againſt the Soul that's Guilty, at God's Bar. 
And thus the So s encompaſs d every Wer, 
With Terrors, like an Army in Array ; 
And's s apt to think, while in this horrid Pit, 
It can't eſcape, but periſh muſt in it. 
But then the Spirit, who in Love begun 
This Work at firſt, doth farther carry 't on. 
And having ſhewn the Soul its Miſery, 

He now proceeds to ſhew the Remedy; 
Chriſt as a Saviour, fully ſuited to 
The Soul's Diſtreſs in every kind of Wo. 

Is the Soul Guilty? Now it's made to ſee 
Chriſt bore the Wrath of God for ſuch as he; 
And that Salvation from the Wrath to come, 
Is, by the Blood of Chriſt, obtain'd for ſome. 
Is the Soul Filthy? Now it's made to view, 
There's Cleanſing in the Blood of Jeſus too. 

Is the Soul Naked ? Doth it want a Dreſs ? 
The Spirit ſhews Chriſt's perfect Righteouſneſs, 
And doth its Nature-Darkneſs come in Sight? 
The Spirit then ſhews Chriſt's prophetick Tight, 
And doth it Firs under that Loathſomneſs, 


N all its Parts and Powers doth pofleſs ? 


The 
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The Spirit. then reveals Chriſt, as he i: is, 
The Fountain of all Holineſs, to his. 
And doth it in a Senſe of Diſtance lie? 


The Spirit ſays, ,Chriſt's Blood can bring ; thee nigh. 


And doſt thou feel thy ſelf a lifeleſs Clock . 
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There's Life in Chriſt, to make thee live to God. 
And doth the Soul ſee its own Weakneſs too, 


And that it nothing that is good can do? 
Nor in the leaſt wiſe fave it ſelf from Sin, 
Or get out of the Depths it's plunged in ? 
The Spirit, then reveals the Strength that is 
Laid up in Chriſt, for the Supply of his; 
And that this Saviour is a mighty One, 
Compleatly fit to be rely d upon. 


Then tells the Soul, his great Salvation's ; free, | 


Prepar'd for ſuch that worſt of Sinners be. 


But, oh ! how glad the Soul is of this News, FL 
New Light and Life flow from objective Views, 
2 whila th; Spirit reveals Chriſt in each part. 
= mighty Power he ſtrongly draws the Heart. 
To cleave to Chriſt, whom now the Soul doth: ſees”. 


An all- ſufficient Saviour to be. 


Now, faith the Soul, I long for Chriſt indeed, © 


He is a Saviour, . juſt ſuch. as I need; 


As Prophet, Prieſt, and King, he r is, WE 


Oh could I ſay he's mine, and I am his 


Lord, give me Chriſt, or elſe my Soul muſt de, 


None but this Jeſus can me ſatisfy. 
I ſeek not for the Pleaſures of this World, 


Its empty Honours, nor yet Bags of Gold; 


Theſe trifling Toys can't ſatisfy my Mind, 
Nor can I _— ell I this Jeſus. find. 


Lor d, give ME Chr iſt, whatever thou 0 M 


Then I can freely bear all Miſeries, 

Thine are expos d to, in this preſent Time, 

If once my Soul Poſſeſſion had of him. 

Oh l. happy they, that are in ſuch a, Caſe, _. 
ho have an Intereſt i in the God k 
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But, 


I On. een Tae the gore 


But, as for me, I fear Fm 8 7M 
And therefore ſhall of endle6 vent Morey 
| „ 


Vet, who can tell? I'; wait at th 

And ufd die, Pl die at Jefus's: N . 

I'll caſt my felf upon him, e ee 
It may be he will ſave my Soul from Hen. 
But, if he ſnould not, yet I can but die, 
Which, though I fear, yet at his Feet PN lie. 

*T wixt Hope and Fear, this is the Soul's Deſire, 
But yet, alas its Feet ſtick faſt in Mire. - '_ 
But when: th Spirit has brought the Soul rus hari 

Now comes the Time for his Love to ap 

Then, lo he brings the Promiſes of e, 
Which do exactly ſuit the Sinner's Caſe; 
By which he gives the Soul a ſweet Relief, 
ut, oh] how ſoon pull'd back by Unbelie 
Ten Thoufand Doubts and Fears from every bee, 
Ariſe within the trembling Sinner 's Heart; 
Each proves a Weight that ſinks him in the Pit, 
So that he thinks thence he ſhall never get. | 
Aud l if che Spirit only did propoſe 
The promis'd Grace, and left the Heart to cloſe 
Therewith, in its own Pow” r, and ſo get out, 
Alas! the Work wou'dine'er be brought about. 
But, oh! the Spirit's Grace, he ſtill goes on, 
And takes che Cords of Love, and lets 'em down. 
Inte thoſe Depths, wherein the Sinner's caſt, 
And ſtrai ght way to his Heart he binds them faſt 3 
And then he draws by his Almighty Power, 
Out of that Pit which would the devour; 
Then ſets it on a Rock that cannot move, 
And all this Work is done by Cords of Love. 
The Spirit ſays, this Grace is all for Thee; 
Perſuades the Heart, and then the Man's ſet free 3 3 
And feels a mighty Rock that's underneath,” * 
That bears him up from ſinking into Death. | 
| This Rock is Chriſt, the great Foundation Stone, 
Which all the ſared Ones are built upon. | 


* 


And 
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And now the Soul believes the ned, © 
And wholly: gives _—_— to the Lord, HA. 
Jo he for ever ſav d on Way, W e L. 
And kept in Jeſus's — till — Day.” alt 
But, oh! the glorious Light that now appears, 
Makes Darkneſs flee, and drives out guilty — 
And now the SoutP's like one eaught up to Heav n, 
And ſtands amaz d to ſee what God has giv n; 
While pard' ning Grace, and Peace on every Side, 
Flow through the Soul, and eauſe a mighty Tide . 
Of glorious Joy, that ayerflows the Banks, | 
And ſoon breaks out in Streams of Praiſe a Thanks 

Oh! bleſs the Lord with me, nnen 
For I ſhall praiſe him to Eternity, 
I once condemned at God's Bar did lie, T 8 
And thought he would his Juſtice r n 
In my eternal Ruin; oh! but he 
Has glorify'd his Grace in ſaving me.. 
I, that juſt now, fill'd with the Gullt TIO 
Lay ot Hell's Mouth, juſt ready to dum ina 

Am now drawn from thoſe — "0 l 
I that was once far off am now : 
I feel th' Embraces of God's Boſam-Lova, 
A Taſte of what I hall enjoy above. BY, 
How is it, Lord, that 1 l ed? 0 

t, paſs by Thouſands, and lay alten A! 

"Tis not wm I better was than they, | 1 
No, my Salvation comes anather Ways +. 
Twas foy'reign Grage ſav d me, ben that alone; 
Lord, take the Glory, Grace ſhall wear the 
And thus a new Song's put into the Mouth, ba b 
When once the Soul to — s brought forth. 

get on the Rock, ama roſpects henee, 
Tranſport the Soul — the Joys of Senſe 
One while it views the Father's wondrous Grace, 
And fees its Safety lies in his Embrace. 
Another while it ſpies Chriſt on the Tree, 101 
* 1 * the Spirit, Behold, he dy'd for eg 
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See how the Father bruis'd him for thy Sin, 
And by his Stripes thy Healing doth come in. 
O'ercome with Love, then, lo] the Soul doth cry, 
What! Did my deareſt Jeſus for me die? 

Did all my Sins together on him meet? | 
Were theſe the Nails that pierc'd his Hands and F ect ? 


Then ftraightway from the Joys of pard'ning Grace, 


A Flood of way" Sorrow flows apace 3 


Now 't looks on him it pierc'd, and mourns indeed, 


Hates every Sin that made its Saviour bleed ; 
And thus breaksforth, Lord, whataWretchT've been ? 
How have J wounded thee by ev'ry Sin? . 
And, didſt thou give thy precious Life for me ? 
Ofercome with Love I give my ſelf to thee. | 
Oh! keep me ſafe from Sin in thine Embrace, 
And make me live to th* Glory of thy Mal 
Again, the Soul as in an Extaſy, 
oniſh d at the Father” s Love doth cry, 
What, is my God for ever paci ify; d? 


And, dottithisPeace flow thro' Chrif's wounded Side? 


Lord, I'm aſham' d, confounded, and no more, 
Can make Excuſes, as I did before. 

Now I confeſs I'm vile, lie down in Shame, 

Even while I glory in Jehovah's Name. | 
Lord, I'm beneath thy Love, even as a Creature, | 
1 Much more as filthy by my finful Nature. * 

And, haſt thou loved me e er Time begun, 
And grac'd me in thy well-beloved Son ? 
What, didſt thou take my Sins, and on Chriſt lay, 
And pardon me when I had nought to pay? 


What, did my hateful Sins neter change thy Mind, 


_ my Heart melts, that I ſhould be unkind. 

| ſince my Sins can make no Change in thee, | 

| Ter f great Love transforming be to me. 
nowtheSoul'senlarg*d, when Grace dothdraw, 

= run in God's Commands, and love his Law; 

Chriſt having dy'd, to free it from that Thrall 

The r Law had brought on all; 


By 
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By which it is to th Law of; Hoſes dead. 
And being married to its riſen Head. bete 
In pleaſant Fruit to God it doth abound, 50 
Beyond what, can in Moraliſts be found. - 
Not do and live, the new- born Soul doth ſway ; 
But *cauſe t has Life it freely doth obey. 
Not without Law to God in any Thing, 
But under th* Law to Chriſt, Mount Jian's King 
Thus Faith and Love, Repentance, godly Fear, 
Joy, Hope, and Patience, Fruits of th pirit, are 
By him produc'd, and drawn forth ev'ry w y, 
While in this World the new-borp. 222 ſtay. ; 
And thus the Spirit works in all th? Ele. 5 
By which he makes them Saints as the Effect: 
But yet his Work admits of great Degrees, 47 
In every part, juſt as the Spirit pleaſe: 
And hence doth flow all that Variety, 
Which in the Saints Experience we ſe: 
Perhaps there's ſcarcely two that can be brought, 
That have in every Thing alike been wrought; 
And yet the Work's the ſame in all for Kind. 
Heart anſwers Heart, as Face doth Face, we 512 Y 
All that have paſs'd under this Work of Grace 
Convinced are of Sin, and Righteouſneſs ; 2 
From Wrath: to come, to Chriſt they're made to ar. 
And being Sav'd, the Lord they glorify. t 
For now the Soul begins to live to him, 
Who gave himſelf to Tave it from all Sin; : 
For though at firſt, Faith deals with Chriſt as Prieſts 
To be from Guilt of Sin and Wrath releaſt; 
Vet prieſtly Grace ſubmits it to Chriſt-King, Suit 7 
And makes it love his Laws in every Thing. 40 
And thus the Soul is rais'd from Death and Sn 510 1 
Fill'd with new. Life, and feels ſweet Peace within; 
And's apt to think, that now, all. Storms are pats. | 
And that its preſent, joyful Frames, will laſt. 
But when the Sun's withdrawn the Soul doth mourn, - 3 
For Clouds and Darkneſs back again return 2 — | 
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And though its Feet en Chriſt the Rock are pluc*d,” 


Alas | tis weak, and can't as yet ſtand faſt, - 
When ſtormy Fempeſts from all Parts ariſe; | 
New Scenes — Trouble fill it with Sutprize; ; 
For though th' new Creature's form'd in ev'ry Part, 
Vet ſtill the old Man dwelleth in the Heart; 
And theſe contrary to each other are, 
Which makes the new-born Soul a Seat of War. 
Unthought of Foes ſtraightway appear in Sight, 
And th new-born Babe unſteilful is in Fight. 
It wonders why the Canaanites remain, 
And *s apt to think it ſhall by them be flain. 
Oh! ſays the Soul, I fear the Work's not right, 
Becauſe L am in ſuch a diſmal Plight; 
I find ſuch diſmal Thoughts that work within, 
Which make me fear Pm in a State of Sin: 
Sure, what I feel can ne' er conſiſt with Grace, 
I fear my Comfort but Deluſion was. 
Then Satan he ſtrikes in; *tis true, ſays he, 
Thou'rt right in this, thy Comfort could not be 
From God; for none of his do ever find 
Such Blaſphemies, as fill thy Heart and Mind. 
Give up thy Hope, for tis a Vanity | 
To think all 's well when God's thy Enemy; 
Thou'rt not Elect, and but a Temporary, 
That have but common Faith, and ſo miſcarry. 
Nay, he ſometimes proceeds to ſay, thou'rt loſt, 
In that thou'ſt finn'd againſt the Holy Ghoſt; 
But, oh ! what deep Diſtreſs is caus'd by this, 
They that have felt it, beſt know what it is. 
And, tis a Wonder of the Spirit's Grace, 
"Chat he don't leave the Soul in ſuch a Caſe, 
But, by ſome Word or other, doth impart 
Suitable Comfort, ſpeaking to the Heart. 

*Tis he that opens all that Myſtery =» 
Of Sin and Grace, that in its Heart doth lie; 
And tells the Soul it'ſhould not doubt its State, 
Becauſe it finds Corruptions ſtrong and great. 


There | 
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'Theſe as two Fountains, have in thee a Place, 
The one's the Spring of Sin, the other Grace : 
Old Adam's Image is the Spring of Sinn, 
And in thy Fleſh there dwelleth no good Thing. 
Chriſt's Image i is the Spring of ev ry Grace, 
And nothing flows from thence but Holineſss. 
"Tis true, theſe Fountains mix when in the Saucen, 
So that no Thought, nor Word, nor Way is _— 
The pureſt Acts of Grace, while Saints are here, 
Are mixt with Sin, the Streams are never clear; 
Yet, if the muddy' d Streams are trac'd with Skill, 
They're found to flow from diff rent Fountains fill 
The Fleſh and Spirit, theſe two Enemies 
Like Armies fierce, againſt each other riſe 3  - + 5 
Satan, the, Prince of Darkneſs, with his Train, 
Muſters Sin's Force, which puts the Soul to pain; 
But Chriſt, on th' other Hand, maintains the Fight, 
Strengthens thy Grace, and puts thy Sin to flight. 
Then fear 44 though thou haſt but little Strength, 
For Chriſt, and Grace, ſhall overcome at length; 
Thy Captain hath a glorious Conqueſt made, r K N 
O'er all thy Foes, already in thy ſtead. 
Chriſt gave thine Enemies their mortal Blow, 
And in his Strength thou ſhalt o'ercome them too; 
Be valiant then until thy Foes are lain, E4 
For *tis to learn thee War that they remain: 
Set up thy Banners in —— s Name, + 1 „ 
Put on thy Armour, holy War procaaim 1 
With Courage then fight all that do oppoſe, | 
And well thou may'ſt, for thine are vanquiſh'd Foes: 
When thus the Spirit has taught the Soul at eight 
Its Hope revives, afreſh it gathers Strength ; 
And then concludes, if I do what I hate, | 
It's no more I, but Sin, that's an Inmate. ric I 
Then Faith triumphs, gives Thanks to God in Chr. 
* and whom t has all its Victories. = 
nis 
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This'Grace of Faith; which th . doth produce, 
By the ſame Spirit's put*to'vatious Uſe ; 7! - 
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Faith, as the new Man's E de, an Organ fe, 
Fo ſee the Things of God i' th' Spirit's Light. 


Faith, as the new Man's Hand, doth Chriſt embrace, 
With all that's given by the F ather s Grace. 
Faith, as the new Man's Foot, to Chriſt doth £0, 
And through him, unto God the. Father too. 
Faith's Eye 's the Evidence of Things not ſeen, | 
Faith's Hand embraceth what the Eye takes in; ö 
And alſo fights the Battles of the Lad, | 

Taking its Weapons from God's faithful Word. 
Faith's Foot doth follow Chriſt where- e er he goes, 
And tramples on whatever doth oppoſe. 

Faith's Eye at firſt is weak, and though 't has Sight, 
Yet can't look ſtedfaſtly on Objects bright, 

Till viſive Spirits low from Chriſt the Head, 

By which the new Man's Eye is firengthened: 
Faith's Hand, at firſt, is weak, and trembles ſo, 
That it can't hold what Free Grace doth beſtow ; 
And though it takes up Chriſt, its proper Shield, 
Yet ſtill it's weak, and him can ſcarcely wield ; 

Till vital Spirits from Chriſt do make it ſtrong, 
To claſp about God's great Salvation. 

Faith's Foot, at firſt, is weak,” with trembling Pace. 
It goes to Chriſt, for all Salvation Grace, 

Tul Liſe and Strength from Chriſt confirms it more; 
Then, like the nimble Hind, it can trip o'er 

The Mounts of Oppoſition in its way, 

And run to Chriſt with Freedom ey ry Day: 

For after God the Spirit has reveal'd, ET 


Chriſt to the Soul, and it believes, tis ſeal'd. 


This ſpecial Privilege ſome Saints poſleſs, 

Which is the great'ſt on this Side Heaven's But. 
Three Witneſſes on Earth, we read there are, 

The Spirit, Water, Blood, that Witneſs bear, 


Unto God's great Salvation in the Whole, 


And th' ſpecial Int'reſt of the new- born Soul: * 


* 
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The Blood, Chriſt's own Obedience on the Croſs, ?! 
Bears witneſs, that Salvation's wrought for us. 
The Blood, as. ſprinkled in the Conſcience, dom 
Bear witneſs, that we ſaved are from Wrath, 5 
But, though this is a Teſtimony bright, 
It only is receiv'd i' th* Spirit's Light; | 
The Soul can't ſee Chriſt's Death was for that End, 
To fave his own, if th' Spirit don't attend; 
Nor can it ſay, a dying Saviour's mine, 
Unleſs the Lord the Spirit pleaſe to ſhine, 
The Water, Grace and Sanctity within, 
Bear Witneſs, that the Soul is ſav'd from Sin. 
This likewiſe is a Witneſs of great Strength, : 
Which th' new-born Soul gives Credit to at length, 
But if the Spirit on his Work don't ſhine, 
Alas! the Soul can't ſee 't, nor take it in. | 
Thus th' Blood and Water, when the Spirit ſhines, 
Do jointly teſtify of pardon'd Sins. | 
And *tis the Witneſs that theſe two do bear, 
The new-born Soul doth liſten firſt to hear; 
For though the Spirit by a whiſpering Voice, 
Speaks to the Heart, and makes it to rejoice; 
Yet th' Soul can't reſt in what from him t doth hear, 
Unleſs the Blood and Water Witneſs bear; 
From theſe, at Times, it's fully ſatisfy d, | 
Whence heav'nly Joy flows like a mighty Tide z 
But if the Spirit once withdraw his Light, 
Straightway the Soul is all as dark as Night. 
And thus ſome Saints go on for Days and Years, 
One while in Hopes, another while in Fears; 
One while the Spirit ſhines, the Soul doth hear | 
The Witneſs, that the Blood of Chrilt doth bear. 
Anon he doth withdraw his glorious Rays, 
Then Doubts prevail, the Soul begins, and ſays, 
I fear *twas not for me Chriſt ſhed his Blood, 
The Peace I had from thence was never good; 
Again the Spirit ſhines, makes Grace appear, 
And then the Water doth its Witneſs bear; 
| H | From 
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172 On the ſpecial Wark of the. Spiric 
From whence the Soul concludes its Right to Heay' ns 


Becauſe it finds 't has a new Nature giv'n. 
And as it ſees inherent Grace to but, 
It liſtens to the Witneſs of Chriſt's Blood git 
Goes on rejoicing in received Grace, | 
And *s apt to ſet it up in Jeſus's Place. 

But. then the Spirit withdraws his Influence, 
And make it die unto a Life of Senſe ; 
Then raiſes it to live by Faith upon, 

The God of all Salvation in his Son. 


1 And now the Spirit himſelf doth Witneſs bear, 


Of what from th' other two the Soul did hear; 

Proclaims God's Love aloud in ev'ry Part, 

And makes ſuch ſtrong Impreſſions on the Heart; 

Which caſts out Bondage-fear, and Slavery, 

And makes the Soul ſtand faſt in Liberty. 

He opens what before was greatly hid, 

And ſhews the Soul what God the F ather did, 

E'er Time began, how he hath lov'd and bleſt, 

That Remnant, which he then did chuſe in Cbriſt; 

ve to be the Mediator's Wife, 

W Bols Names were written in the Book of Life; 

And then the Spirit himſelf doth Witneſs bear | 

Unto the Soul, and ſays, Thy Intereſt's here. 

Much like as Nathan, in another Caſe, 

Thou art the Man, that ſtand'ſt in all this Grace; 

And that he may unto the Soul impart, 

The Knowledge of God's Love, he ſpeaks his Heart. 
Behold ! fays he, Oh, Soul! I've loved thee, 

My Love's as ancient as Eternity ; 

My Love was free, a ſov'reign Act of Grace, 

With which I did thee in my Son embrace. 

I paſs'd by Thouſands, that before me lay, 


And choſe Thee out of the ſame Lump of Clay; 
Not for thy Goodneſs that I did foreſee, 


For in no wiſe thou better waſt than they. 
My Love to Jacob was immenſely great, 
When' 8 Brotty E * 1 did reprobate z 
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Ts ſov'reign Grace did ſet thee then == 9 
For mine own ſelf, and then I fixt my Meare. 
Upon thee, and provided all that Bliſs, 
Which thou ſhalt to Eternity poſſeſs, _  - 
Yea, I Proviſion made for that great EBd. 
To bring thee through the Ways and Means deſign'd d. 
All this I gave thee by a ſpecial Grant. 
When with thy Head I made the Covenant, 
And though by Sin thou'ſt plung'd thy ſelf into 
The Depths of Guilt and Filth, Diſtreſs and Woe ; ; 
Which brings eternal Ruin upon all 
That I paſs' d by, and left to fink i” ch F all ; : 
Yet I was at no Loſs to carry on 14 
My great Deſigns of Grace, in Chriſt my 8on 
Thy heinous Sin did make no Change in me, 
Becauſe my Love is from Eternity. 
And what was from Eternity that's paſt, 
Through Time, and to Eternity will laſt. 
Although by Sin thou had'ſt the Paſſage ſtopp'd, 
This through my wounded Son N 've. ope'd; 
And though thou often changeſt in thy Frame, 
[ never change, my Heart is ; {till the ſame... 
Thou'rt ever ſafe, , encloſed in my Arms, | 
And none ſhall pluck thee thence, or do thee Tam: 
Thus doth the Lord the Spirit” s Witneſs prove, 
Unto the Soul, the Father's Grace and Love. 
And then, 3 he takes the Grace of Chriſt, | 
And this preſents before its open'd, Eyes, Twp þ 
Then th' Spirit ſpeaks the Language 01 Chriſt's Heart, 
When he the Knowledge thereof doth impart; 
And ſays, I have lov'd thee from Eternit, ; 
Even as my God and Father, loved m. - 
Thee, as my Father's Gift, I did embraces. irc... 7 
My Heart clave to thee in the greateſt Gracę. 1 
I joy'd in thee, and thou waſt very dear 
Jo me, in all th; Relations thou didft bear. 
And th' Glory which my Father gave Wees „ 3 
In my great Love, I then did give to tt ee; N 
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Although I well foreknew, that thou would'ſt ve 


Rebellious and ungrateful, {li nt my Love; 
Run deep in Debt, and ſell - ſelf for nought, 


And ſo deſerve the Woes that Sth hath brought; 


Which would have thy eternal Ruin been, 

H I had not engag'd to bear thy Sin. 

But, oh! behold, the Workings of my Heart, 
My Bowels mov'd with thee I could not part; 


Though treacherouſly thou went*ſt aſtray from me, : 


My faithful Heart was ſtill the ſame to thee : 

My Love broke forth, thy Surety T became, 
Engag'd to pay thy Debt, and bear thy Blame ; 
Though I knew what a vaſt Expence 
To ſave thee from eternal Miſery, 
Yet, I reſolv'd for thee to bear all Pain, 

Conquer thy Foes, and ſet thee free again; 
This I went through, the bitter Work is done, 
And now for thee I fit on th' Father's Throne. 


For Glory, in the leaſt, ha'n't chang'd my Heart, 


Still Tm reſolv'd, with thee Tl! never part. 
There's none ſhall ſeparate thee from my Love, 


And I'll take care to ſet thee ſafe above. 


And this the Spirit Himſelf doth teſtify, 


” Which ſtraightway fills the Heart with glorious J 975 


For now ehe gives the Soul to read its Name, 
Recorded in the Life-Book of the Lamb. 
Yea, the Spirit ſeals whate'er for us is done, 


Beſtow'd, or wrought, by th' Father and the Son. 


And now the Soul doth Satisfaction take, 
From the Spirit's Witneſs, for his Witneſs Sake ; 
For though theſe Things in Part it heard before, 


From th' Witneſs that th' Blood and Water bore ; ; 


Yet ſtill it went a Way that's round about, 


To find its Title, and ſearch Int'reft out. 


It us'd to liſten firſt to Grace witFin, 
And fee if that kept down indwelling Sin; 


* And if the Water did its Witneſs bear, 
0 that it went the Blood of Chriſt to o hear, wth 
4 ut .. 
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But if the Water did not Witneſs bright, el, 1 
The Witneſs of the Blood, the Soul did we bn 
Saying, What's this to me, if I can't ſee 5 
Such and ſuch Meaſures of true SanGlity ? -- 
And while the Soul takes up its Comfart hences 12 
Alas ! it often wants its Evidence; 
And's like a Ship toſs'd in tempeſtuous Seas, 
That's driven where the Wind and Water ladies © 
Corruption-Waves, the Wind of ſtrong Tempeations 
So toſs the Soul, it queſtions its Salvation; 
Becauſe, as yet, it has not learn'd the Skill, 445 
To caſt its Anchor faſt within the Veil; 
Yet, thro' the Pilot's Care ſhall land at Reſt, 
Although in Storms it often is diſtreſt. 

But th ſealed Saints are taught a higher Way, 
To take their Comfort from what God doth fay ; 
And they firſt hear the Spirit's Evidence, 
And take their Satisfaction up from hence; 
They know the Spirit i is Truth, and cannot lie, 
And theſe can reſt in his Veracity. 
They hear what th' Spirit ſaith, and know tis he, 
By the ſame Light, that they their Int'reſt ſce. 
In th' Faith of Int' reſt then they go to hear, 
The Witneſs that the Blood of Chriſt doth bear; 
Credit the ſame, and are confirmed more, 
In th' Faith of what they reſted in before. 
Then next proceed to th? Water Evidence, 
Believe the ſame, and grow more ſtrong from bence, 
But if inherent Grace be n't always bright, 
Yet the Spirit's Evidence is ſtill in Sight. 
Theſe Souls, indeed, thirſt after Holineſs, 
With rich Rense of all Sorts of Grace; 
But if they want the Spirit's Influenee, 
And all within looks very dark to Senſe, - 
Yet ftill in Faith a re in a ſteady Frame, 
Becauſe the Spiri itneſs is the ſame. 
Theſe, like the 2 Hind, ſkip o'er a Slough; 
That feeble Saints are apt to plunge i into; 


H 3 Trip 


Are apt to catch the Sparks whieh he ſtrikes in; 


176 On the fpecial Work of the Spirit 
Trip o'er the Mountains, take their Walks above, 


On the high Places of eternal Love; 


While weakling Saints {till in the Valley ſtay, 


And fcarce can creep o'er Mole-Hills in their Way: 
Yet th' State of one's as ſafe as th' other is, | 
Although their Comfort differs in Degrees ; 

And both are equally the Spirit's Care, 

Each for their proper Place he doth prepare. 

And as he gives Degrees of inward Strength, 
Degrees of Trials draw it out at length ; 


Each Grace ſhall have its proper Exerciſe, 


Which tho” the Fleſh thinks hard, the Saints ſhould 
Becauſeby theſe the Spirit makes us bright, (prize; 
And fits us for th' Inheritance in Light; 

Yea, for that very Place for us deſign'd, 


Made ours by Lot, where we at laſt ſhall ſtand. 
But, oh] what various Trials Saints go through, 


While in this weary Wilderneſs below. 

How oft doth Satan ſet his Gins and Snares, 
T7” entrap, and fill em with perplexing Cares? 
dcme e'er aware are caught in Satan's Gin, 


And plunged deep, perhaps, in heinous Sin; 


By which the Lion would the Lambs devour, 

But that they're ſav d by th' Spirit's Grace and Power. 
He draws 'em out, ſets em on Ground that's good, 
And makes freſh Application of Chriſt's Blood ; 
Leads to that Fountain as ſet ope for Sin, 

Helps them to waſh, and then their Robes are clean. 
Again, what Snares he ſets, when as a Thief, 

He robs our Joy, and feeds our Unbelief ? 

What endleſs Mazes, and Lab'rinths of Woe, 
Some of the Saints, on this Account, go through ; 
Others are frighted with the Lion's Voll, 

Hear little but the curſed Noiſe of Heil; 

While Blaſphemies, the Devil's fiery Darts, | 
Are thrown with helliſh Rage into their Hearts ; 
Which, Powder-like, combuſtible with Sin, 


Which 
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Which fills their Souls with ſuch amazing Fear, 
They're apt to ſink e' en into deep Deſpa t; 
And think, when wounded, and half ſlain with dread, 
The killing Darts ſtill from themſelves proceed. 
Indeed, ſome Saints that long have been in Fight, 
Have learn'd more Skill, and judge of Things aright ; 
Theſe ſee their Enemy when in the Fizld, 
Have learn'd the Art of War, and uſe their Shield; 
So that when Satan ſtrikes at any Part, | 
They hold up Chrift, and fo they quench his Dart. 
Though th* Archers ſhoot, their Hands are all along, 
By th' Hands of Jacob's mighty God made ſtrong ; 
But while th' Engagement laſts, e*en theſe do find, 
It's Work enough, when all is done, to ſtand. 
But when the Spirit gives them Victory, 
They give a Shout, the Devil's forc'd to fly. 
By all theſe Ways the Lion wou'd devour, 
But that the Saints are kept by the Spirit's Power. 
He reads the Proclamation made from Heav'n, 
All Sin, and Blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven ; 
Then makes freſh Application to the Soul, 
And thus the Spirit makes the wounded whole, 
Again, what Conflicts have the Saints within, 
Caus'd by the Law of Grace, and that of Sin ? 
So that through Fear, at Times, they're apt to ſay, 
With David (try d) I periſh ſhall one Day. 
But God, the mighty Spirit, 's on Grace's Side. 
He, as a Fountain, makes its Streams abide ; 
Still paſſing o'er Corruptions in their Way, 
Till Sin's no more, and Grace in Glory's Sea. - 
| Yea, th' Saints are often in their Spirits hurl'd, 

Either by th' Smiles or Frowns of this vain. World. 
Its flatt'ring Smiles do often tempt their Love, 


But then the Spirit takes their Souls above ; 11 
Gives them to view unſeen, eternal Things it 
Which ſudden Death on worldly Pleaſure brings. WM 
On th' other Hand, its Frowns ſtrike thro' their Hearts WM 
A thouſand Fears, which pierce like killing Darts. 1 
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But here again, the Spirit gives Victory 
Sheus them the World's a vanquiſh'd Enemy ; 


That Chriſt has conquer'd for em, in their Room, 


Which they themſelves, by Faith, ſhall overcome. 
Again, the Lord himſelf in Providence, e 
Doth try his own by bitter Things to Senſe ; 

What various Changes are upon the Saints, 
Within, without, which fill em with Complaints 


Perhaps one heavy Trial's ſcarcely o'er, 


Another comes, miore pinching than before ; 
But yet th' Spirit makes all Things work for good, 
In th” Virtue of the Mediator's Blood ; | 


By theſe he purifies us from our Tin, 


Brightens our Graces, purges out our Sin: 

And every tried Grace, e'er long, ſhall be, 

Found unto Honour, and great Dignity. 

Yea, th' Spirit will maintain the Work of 
Grace, 

Till every Saint is fitted for his Place; 

Each Member in Chriſt's Body Myſtical, 

Diſtinctly's wrought, to make its Glory full: 

And as each Member has its proper Place, 

Each variouſly is beautify'd with Grace; 

Which, when they're fitly plac'd, Chriſt's Body full, 
Will caſt a perfect Glory on the Whole. 

Th' Variety, and Harmony of Parts, 

Thro' Unity, will caſt reſplendant Darts; 

Each diff ring Glory will reflect its Light 

Upon the reſt, and make em ſhine more bright. 
Then th' Spirit's Work moſt gloriouſly will ſhine, 

And well become an Agent that's Divine. 

His Work ſhall then to open View be brought, 

Which all along in Secret he had wrought. 


The Saints, the Angels, Son and Father too, 


Shall with the higheſt SatisfaCtion view 


This curious Piece, enrich'd with ſo much Art, 
While heav'nly Tranſports raviſh every Heart! 


Thus 


Thus ene, mal tha | Bride of Cuuiſt ha, - made: 
A meet Companion for her glorious. Head; 
All inward Glory, cloathed with wrought Gold, f 
The heav'nly Wen will his Bride behold, 
Break 8 and ſay, Thou'lt. ravilly'd me, my 
V —_— 4 
Then take her in th' Embraces of NY Love; $10 
And fix her in her proper Glor Sphere, ...i.; 
Next to himſelf, to ſhine in 's Kin ngdom here. 
Then « Saints ſhall 19 0 with Chriſt a thouſand 
| gan, | 
Each in their ſhining Orb, like marſhatl'd Stars: | 
And when he has judg'd the World, and has re- 
ſign'd | 
The r to the Father, comes the End; 
Then God Himſelf in higheſt Glory ſhall, 
Unto Eternity, be All in All. F 
And then we ſhall adore the Three in One, 
For all that each of them for us have done. 
Now then let's praiſe the Father, and the Son, 
Who Jointly ſent the Holy Spirit down : | 
And let's adore the Spirit's boundleſs Love, 
Who, by his Work, fits us to dwell above. 
Let's ſhout Salvation unto One in Three! 
From this Time forth, e'en to Eternity. 
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4 POEM on Saloation in C ißt 
by Free Grace, for the ae, 7. 0 


Nuneres. 
The DEDICATION. 
0 th'_Soul, that ſees its Need of Chriſt, 


And longs i in him. t* have Intereſt,, 
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And *cauſe i it's vile, is full of Fear, 
The following Lines — mae 8 hb 
Being a Poem, made by One, {rf} lune 3x 5 
Sav'd by Free Grace, thro? God's dear Son, - | 
The Author wiſhes t may be bleſt, 

To give ſome Soul a Glimpſe of Chriſt. 
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COME, eilig Soul, Oh ! come and ſee, | 
What Grace there is in Chriſt for Thee. 
„What doſt thou tant? there's All in . | 
' Prepar'd to fill thee to the Brim. 
Art thou with th' Guilt of Sin oppreſt? 
et Chriſt bore its Weight, to give thee Reſt; 3 
And calls, ev'n thee, as if by Name, 
To Look to Him, the Bleeding Lamb. 
And were thy Sins of Crimſon Dye, 
. Chriſt's Bhed can cleanſe thee perfectly: 
- What's all thy mighty Guilt, before 
His Godlike Blesd ] that paid thy Score? 
He'll caſt thy Sins in this vaſt Sea, 
Whoſe Depths Unfathomable be: 
And as th* Egyptian Hoſt Was drown'd, 
They'll ſink as Lead, and ne'er be found. 
Doth Sin's Defflement thy Heart grieve ? 
Chriſt's Blood alone can thee relieve. 
There's Virtue in it, Infinite! 
Jo waſh thee clean, ane make thee bright. © 


= _ - Doth Sin in *ts Being, Sin in ts Power, 


; AMiQ, and threaten to devour ? 
. Chriſt's mighty Arm _ Sin ſubdue, 
„And Nlay it in its Being 
; Liek then to Jef oa hs F, 
„Dying for Sinners, ſuch as Thee - 
; Oh ſee! Chriſt made an EN 
For every a looks to 
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_ then thy Burdem on the Lerd; > 11 "ny ES bn A. 


And he'll ſuſtain, as ſays his Word. 
That Soul ſhall never int, or ates: 1 * A vn 4 25275 
Who doth on Chriſt, for Life Rey. d 0 en. 


Doſt thou want Strength, and aalen, 


Doſt ſee thy Need of every Grace? 1 


Chriſt's Strength, his Grace, his Robe is full 


To fill, to cloath the naked Soul. = + 


And in a Word, there's All in Chriſt, 
That thou canſt want to make thee bleſt z 


To raiſe thee now, and fet thee high, 41.1071 


In Glory, to Eternity. AF ed 
What hinders then thy Joy i in ms 44 


Is it becauſe thou'ſt Nought to bring? p { 


Is it becauſe thou art ſo vile. 1 
Thou fear ſt thou ne're ſhalt have a Smile p 70. 


Why Chriſt needs none of all thy Goods 4 | 
To join with his moſt precious Bleed - Bert 20 de 'Þ 

_ His full Salvation is ſo great, 1 K 

That it is every Way campleat. 11) i 
And this he freely gives away, * 

„ 


To them that ha'n't a te to pay. 
And that Soul pleaſeth Jeſus well, 65 Ms] 
That comes moſt Poor, for him to fill. 
The Rich are empty ſent from Him, A 
While th' pooreſt Souls are fi/{'d. to th! Brim... 
Chriſt ſaves, with th greateſt of Delight, 

The Soul that comes in ts wretched Plight.. - 

True Faith, by which a Sinner ö. © x tt] 
It nothing brings, but all receives 
Its Nature ſweetly doth agree 5: e 


4 2 


With God's Salvation, N es., s lte . 


Its empty Hand doth take up %, ” 
As th Father's Gift, with which it's 
And all that Life that's in him too 8 5 1 
Which God doth: of He Grace beſtow OE OO 
Says God, I will give all away 3; 1h 
And thus my boundlels: Grace . e 
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462 — 1-3 Me Grace, 

In ſaving Sinners, thro! m Son dtiTq 20 207 25.1 
Says Faith, I like this well, O0 Lang) vd 2 10 
I'm glad af this Soul-ſaving Word: 2971 03 ! 


Take thy Great Salvation, Free:: 
And give the Glory, Lord, to Thee. ** l 
Thus God, and th' Soul are well agreed, 71109 BoA 
And meet in Chriſt, that once did bleed. 
Sweetly each other they embrace, ABA 
Deploying, and Recaiving Grace. 
ell then, Dear Soul, what ſhall I "I V 
Would ſt thou be ſav d in God's on N N OE 
And if Salvation was not Free, 5 
Doſt think, it nere would be for Thee ? SUS 
And yet afraid that thou ſhalt die, | 
When th* Well of Life is brought ſo ni 51 r et! 
Oh! Ope thy Mouth, and take thy Fit: 


Since, *tis for M ho ſoever will. 


And would'ſt thou honour Jeſus's Blud. ! 


I Then do not ſtay for any Good, 


In thine own Heart, before thou come ; 

Leſt thou ſhould'ſt put it in Chriſt's Room. 

But come to Chriſt, jaſt as thou ant; 

Wich all thy Griefs, with all thy Smart, 

With all thy Vileneſs, how ere great; 

And caſt thy ſelf down at his Feet; 

And ſay with the poor leprous Man, E 

If thou wilt, thou: — make me clean. a0 
come, Lord Jeſus, in my Need, 
To. Thee, who did for Sinners bleed. 

11 Os — th* * ope for Sin; 1 
* ar ang hy 80 therein Ke + 1 
s to Thee for RA hreouſaeſs, 

And for Supply of e Grate': © 

Lord, I am Em, thou art Full, 

And with a Haw eanſt ſave my Sub. 314 

= Thou know. ſt I fain Thee would obs A 10 A 

Let 25 Salvation CY blefte Lb 


* 
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Fer the Chief of Sinners. xy 
Foo me not periſh from thy $i 249117114 cv 
Since thou in Graceidoſt- Delight - | 
Oh! let th Merch bid me Eau L _ 2 
That I to thee may Glory 1: 404 2102 _ X » ar] 

Thus crowd thro” thy: rthineſs, . 2 
To t the Riche of haGracd ; 9 941 *. 1A 
And Chriſt will ſay, what ere's thy Guilty 2X42 et 


+ 


Soul, be it to thee at thou wilt. © n 
Thou? ft overcome me with Faith _ 1% 1345 ol 1 
I can't thy great Requeſt deny. ee 


My /elf, and all that is in M, 
In boundleſs Love, I give to Thee, e 


Fear not, I'll keep thee from all Harms, „ bn 
Enclos'd in Everlaſting Arms. 1 1% 8th] 
I 7oy to ſave thee, Oh my Bride! 516 a hu 
This was the End for which I dye. 
It glads my Heart to ſee thy Face. 2 


Thou welcome art to all my Grace. 
I, in my Love, will re/t-in tem 
Who art for ever one with nme... ᷑᷑ 
In Me therefore take up thy Rt. 0 
Till thou, with me, art fully % 6 ot ak 
For thou haſt All, in having Ae, 1% 4 40109; 28h 
For Time, and for Eternity). 1:43 e th He 
Top Riches thou canſt never fonts, nll va fe are 
Ages that ſhall have no E4ddwꝓʒz. bn 
. and Glory I will give, 154 Bi 
ongue can't tell, nor Heart conceive _ N 
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4 POEM on the fey and Duty | 
of a Bel FOES to views 16 


$i 5, Wa 2 e Thy fills 1 AR 
OW is it Soul ? haſt- thod to Nur fed 
Fer "0s from that Wrath eons ek thy 
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Then know, Thou art exeeeding aft 


And make his Rage to 


On te Safety; 

Haſt ventur' d in to Him; the ene * 1 
Prepar'd for Sinners, by the Father's Gruce ? 

in Him, 
From hery Mratb, the juſt Deſert of Sin- 

There's not a Drop of that amazing Storm; 

Shall ever light on thee to do thee Harm. 
No: Jxsus, He has born it once for Thee, 
And born it off; that Thou in Him art Free. 5 
As th' Art ſecur'd Noah from the Flood, } 
So Chriſt hid Thee, when in thy Place he ſtood: 
And being entered into Him by Faith, 

There, thou art /afe, out of the Reach of Wrath: 


Thou'rt paſs'd from Death in Life, ev'n full Salra- 


non zi; 
And never ſhalt come into Geenen 
Thou needſt not fear the dreadful Wrath to come, 
Which ſhall on Sinners fall at th' Day of Doom: 
T will only light on thoſe who are Mithour; 


But thoſe in Chriſt, for Safety then ſhall ſnout. 


Thy Jxsus, He, hath ſaved Thee from Sin; 

And in that Day, thou ſhalt be found in Him; 

In Him as pardon'd, and as juſtify'd : 

And therefore ſhalt with Him be glorify'd. 

And being ſaved from the Gut of Sin; 

Sin's Power ſhall be deſtroy'd, it ſhall not Ar. "WF 
Yea, Chriſt its very will deſtroy, 

From out of Thee, unto thy endleſs ſoy. 

And as for Satan, tho”. with furious Rage; 

He often doth againſt thy Soul engage; 

Thy Chriſt will fave thee from his Wiles and Pow'r,. 
And never let this Lion Thee devour. - 

He'll teach thy Hands to Mar, and uſe the Shield 
And bring'thee up viforious from the Field. 5 
He in the Fight will ſafely thee defend, n 
Advantage tend. 
A for the World, — ſhall not'thee t 


. wo thy Jer... by 


* * 
Ws 


and Duty of a Beſle ver. 18 
Tho' with its Snares, entang{'d thou 3 
Thy Lord, ere long, will fully ſet Thee fre. 
None of thine Enemzres, with all their Bunt, 
Shall ever pluck thee out of Jesus's Han. A 4 
His Power's Almighty, and his Love is great; od 1 
And nothing from it ſhall thee ſperatr. 7 
See then, dear Soul, Oh ſee 27 ſafe thou att ba 
Safe in thy Saviour's Love, his Poto r, his Harz) 
Chriſt lives for thee; and therefore thou ſhalt ues 7 
And unto; Thee, Eternal Life he'll give. 

And now, dear Soul, what Duty doſt thou owe, | 
Unto: thy glorious Lord, that lov'd thee fo? . + * 
Surely thy Life, thy whole Life here ſhou'd be 
A Life of Faith, and Love continually. - 

Oh, think it not enough, thou'ſt once believ a; 
But ſtill walk on in Chriſt, thou haſt receiv'd. 
Waſn in his Blood, put on his Robe, draw nigh \/ 

By Him, to God the Father, conſtantly. | 
—— God accepts thee in his Goat, ts 149 
Thy Perſon, and thy Yorks in Him alone. 
To pleaſe the Father then, to honour Chris, 
Walk on in Him, in whom his Soul doth 7e. 
Oh live upon the Fuineſs of thy Head, 1 if, 
= all that He, to Thee, of God is made ; uA 
is Fulneſs, to preſent thee, alw re ie 
His Fulneſs, to Nh thee, — - ST 4 
For lo, in Him, all Fulhzfſs.ever dw 1 14 


A Fullneſe, that his needy Children fills. x Dn 
A Fullneſs, that can ne'er exhauſted be; 1 
That without Waſte, doth flow eternally: - i 


Come to him then, Oh come with all thy Was, 
Come to him daily, tell him thy Complaints. 
Come, bring thy empty Pitchers to this l, = 
This Well of Life, which richly thee will 5 1 9% 
Tis deep, tis full, tis ove 80. 85 4 
* Water, hence, and thou no Au ban know: i 
over from thou Things ©. 117 
To live in Chr; US never-falli ri. * 
Vo 


+ 


This Werd, 2 Royal Grant is from his Thrones - 
1 1 Hard, accept. his: Graces i 28 


On the. Saſeiy 


Who wou'd * careſul in the Vear of rough, 
That has'a Hell, where more is than enough? 
Dwell then in Cbriſt, abide in him by Faub; 
And ſo abundant Fruit thou ſhalt bring forth. ' + 
But if thou ſay, My Heart's with Þ ear oppreſt, 
That I in Chriſt, have yet no [ntere/? ; 
Pm fore afraid, I never yet believ'd, 
But that I only have my ſelf deceiv'd. 
I anſwer, Soul, whenever that's thy Caſe, 
Then liſten well unto thy Saviour's Grace; 
For lo, he calls thee, when thou'rt moſt oppreſt, 
To come to him, and ſays, I'll give thee Reft. - 
And when thou canſt not come as a Bel: every 
Come as a Sinner, to be a Receiver: 
Come as at fir/?, with all thy Miſery; 
The Saviour now, is ſtill as ſull and free. 
Stand not,: with Satan, to diſpute it out, | 
Whether thou haſt: believ d on Chriſt, or not: 
Nor yet to argue this with Unbelief; _ 
For lo, this „ will give thee no Relief. 
But ſay, Well, if I ha'n't believed yet, 
It's Time to ts it, and it's not too late. 
Now I am call d, and now I will begin 
To hot to Chriſt, to fave me from my Sin. 
Chriſt ſays, to th Ends.of th' Barth, took unto meg 
You Sinners, who at greateſt D:i/tance be; 7 
And be ye ſaved; for I am G alone, 80 © | 
Saviour, and beſide me there is none. © | 
Now then, dear Soul, conſider well this Winds. 
Obey this Command of Chriſt the Lined 
Look unto now, to Him alone, _ 0 
Ev'n forthe whole of thy Salvation. 1200 
And when thou ſt la d, ſee what he e m0. / | 
Be ſavedj Soul or thou! ſhalt ſaved be. | 


Even to Thee, of all Salvation. nA 


For, * * Placer: Ab? : 
3310 The 


and Duty. of- 2 Believ . 1 87 
The Saviour, he is God, and cannot Ze; - . 
This Word, once ſpote, he will not, can't . 
Then count him faithful to his ſacred Word: z 
Set to thy Seal, that True is Chriſt the Lord. 923 
Believe thou ſhalt be au d, ſince He fays fo; 
And Hold it faſt, 'gainſt all that dare fay, No- 
For lo, His Honour is concern'd herein; 1 
Thou canſt not doubt it, without heinous Sin, 
The faithful God, cannot himſelf deny; | 
Then dare not thus, to give his Truth the Lie. 
Beſides, thy Comfort and thy Foy of Faith, 
Doth lie in crediting what Jeſus faith. 
He ſpeaks on Purpoſe that it may be frong, - . 
To /tand againſt the huge Gaindayi aying Throng. 
And if thou Iiſfen well, and take good Heed 
To what Chriſt /ays, it will be /frong indeed. 
Thou'lt then in Faith, be fit to fight it out, 
Againſt all Fears, which compaſs thee about. 
For if thou thus obey, and honour | 
He'll honour Thee, with Sight of Intereſt : 07 
And a freſh Act of Faith, will bring to Light 7% 
Thy former Acts, which þ:4 were from thy Sight, : Bf 
ell then, dear Soul, my Counſel is to ur 2 
When e'er aſſaulted by the Enemy; 
Look unto Chriſt afreſb, truſt in his Name, 
Go forward ſtill, thou'lt not be put to Shame. 
Go on FL A” wag till thou'rt got to Heavens - 
This is the Wort which here to thee is given. 
And while thy Life, a Life of Faith is 1 3 
Love wi flow, and every-Grace abound. - 40 
n think » what Daty doſt thou owe, 3 
What Debt of „ to Chriſt that lov'd che 1 7 V 
Sure thy whole Life, a Life of Love ſhoud be, Wm 
To Him, that fo immenſely hath lov'd' thee | 
Oh think it not enough, thou once haſt a, 4 cd I 
And in ſome Inwer Sphere of Action mov l. 
But ſtill reach forth unto the high'ſt' Degree 705 . HN 
And never re/?, till Love ſhall perf? be. 
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Forget 


188 Bu the Safety 
Forget the Things behind, preſs forward ſtill 
To he the Lord, and to obey his Will: 
And ne'er think thy Obedience is compleat, © 
While in this Liſe, this low, imperfect State. 
But oh, paſs on, increaſing every Day, 
In Love and Labour, while thou here doſt ſtay. 
Efteeming Chriſt's C:mmands, his Yoke to Thee, 
To be moſt perfect, glorious Liberty. 
Indeed his Yoke is eaſy, Burden light; 
Found ſo by All, that take it on them right. 
The more it binds em, they the more are free ; 
For Love-conſtraints the moſt delightful be. 
Try then, dear Soul, Begin, begin again, 5 
To lere, and ſerve the Lord, with Might and 
Main TE 
The more thou'rt in his Fork and Service found, 
The more thy Happineſs will ſtill abound: 
Yea, let me ſay, the more thov'lt h570v9 God, 
And Jeſus, who hath bought thee with his Blood. 
And is not this, even this, thy chief Defire, 
When with his Love, thy Soul is all on Fire? 
Then think upon his boundlefs Love to thee, 
Till into the fame Image chang'd thou be: 
And then his Precepts will be thy Delight, 
As in themſelves, they natively are ſrveet. 
Oh follow then the Lamb, 2 he goes, 
Thro' Life, thro Death, whatever doth oppoſe. 
In Doing, and in Suffering be thou free, * 
For Him who did, and ſuſfer d much for Thee. 
Much! Aye, He much, Believer, canſt thou 
en | 2 — . 
*T will take Eternity to count it well! 
The Greatneſs of his Perſon, think upon, 
As he was God the Father's only Son. 
Think likewiſe on the Greatneſs of his Lode, 
That brought him from his Royal Throne above; 
T' obey," and ue for ſuch a Wretch as Thee! 
Vea, fo to die on the accurſed Tree / 


and Duty of a Behever. 189 
And this, that thou might'ſt not to Hell go down, 
But that with endleſs Life he might thee crown! 
Yea, this he did, to make thee One with Him; 
One with Him Here, and at the End of Time“ Tr. 
So one, that He and Thee might ne'er be twarr 3: 
But that thou, as his Bride, with him wicht ft 
reign |! 
Yea, Soul, thy Joſt, now in's Royal State, | 
In Love, ſtill ſerves thee, as thy Advocate! | 
Behold then, all his Love, his wond'rous Deeds; 
For's Love, and Works, all Knowledge far exceeds ! 
Such great Love-fervice, ne'er was heard before; 
And *twill be Heaven's Vonder evermore |! | 
Think then, what Duty this Love calls thee to! 
Oh, canſt thou pay the Ha of what is dus! 
But Soul, do all thou camſt, caſt in thy Maite; 
Thy Lord, he will accept it with Delight. © + + 
Sure nothing he commands thee. can ſeem hard; 
If thou his Love, or Yorks doſt ought regard. 
Remember thou thy ſelf, to Him doſt owe, 
As thy Creator, and Redeemer too. 
He bought thee from thy Foes, and ſet thee free; 
That thou, henceforth, might'ſt His peculiar be. 
Oh, don't deny him of his urchaſe-right,. 
But give thy ſelf, thy All, with you NN. 
In eee Providances doo, 
Fellow thy Lord, where-ever he doth py N n 
Do what he b:ds thee, with the greateſt Joy, 
Bear what he calls thee to, without ge 04 
Be diligent in all the Muns of Grace; 
For thou therein will often ſee his Fuc | 
He thro' the Latteſi of his Ordinances, - + 1! | 
Doth give his People Soul-reviving G s. 
And ha he hides himſelf, believe his Lee, 0 5 
Th 
Ft. 
wo 


Pray for, and wait freſh Yi/its from above. 
For lo, as ſure as Chriſt doth go away, 441+! 
He'll come A and fill mY Rm © i Joy. 


188 9 the Safety 
Forget the Things behird, preſs 5 cxmmnp ſtill 
To le the Lord, and to obey his Will; 
And ne er think thy Obedience is compleat, 
While in this Liſe, this low, imperfect State. 
But oh, paſs on, increaſing every Day, 
In Love and Labour, while — here doſt ſtay. 
Eſteeming Chriſt's Comments, his Toke to Thee, 
To be moſt perfect, glorious Liberty. 
Indeed his Yoke is eaſy, Burden Tight ; 
Found ſo by All, that take it on them right. 
The more it binds em, they the more are five ; 
For Love-conſtraints the moſt delightful be. 
Try then, dear Soul, 8 begin again, | 
To love, and ſerve the Lord, with Ai ght and 
Main a 
The more thou'rt in his Fork and Service found, 
The more thy Happineſs will ſtill abound : 
Yea, let me fay, the more thou'lt nr God, 
And Jeſus, who hath bought thee with his Blood. 
And is not this, even his, thy chief Defrre, 
When with his Love, thy Soul is all on Fire 
Then think upon his boundleſs Love to thee, 
Till into the fame Image chang'd thou be: 
And then his Precepts will be thy Delight, 
As in themſelves, the) 5 are ſrveet. 
Oh ſollow t then the ere er — goes, 
Thro' Life, thro” Dam, whatever doth oppoſe. | 
In Doing, and in Suffering be thou free, 
For Him who did, and fuer d much for Thee. 
Much! Aye, How much, n canſt thou 
tell ? Ye 
*T will take Errwiry to count it well! 
The Greatneſs of his Perſn, think upon, 
As he was God the Father's only Sor. 
Think likewiſe on the Greatneſs of his Love, 
That brought him from his Royal Throne — 3 
Tobey, and ute for ſuch a Wretch as Thee! 
money ſo to die on the accurſed Tree / 5 
| n 


and Duty of a Believer. 189 
And this, that thou might'ſt-not to Hell goidowny + 
But that with endleſs Life he might thee crown | 
Yea, this he did, to make thee One with Him; 
One with Him Here, and at the End of Time!“?! 
So one, that He and Thee might ne'er be twar 3. - 
But that thou, as his Bride, with him _— 
reign ! 

3 — 84 Jeſus, now in's Royal Ny beds; | 
In Love, ſtill ſerves thee, as thy Advocate! 
Behold then, all his Love, his wond'rous Deeds; 
For's Love, and Noris, all Knowleagy far exceeds ! 
Such great Love-fervice, ne'er was heard beſore; 
And *twill be Heaven's Wonder evermore ! 
Think then, what Duty this Love calls thee to 
Oh, canſt thou pay the Half of what is dur! 

But Soul, 40 all thou cant, caſt in thy Nite; 
Thy Lord, he will accept it with Delight. © + 
Sure nothing he commands thee. can ſeem hard; 8 
If thou his Love, or Yorks doſt ought regard. | 
Remember thou thy ſelf, to Him doſt owe, 
As thy Creator, and Redeemer too. 
He bought thee from thy Foes, and ſet thee free; 
That thou, henceforth, might'ſt His peculiar be. 
Oh, don't deny him of his urchaſe-right, a 
But give thy ſelf, thy All, with n * 
In 3 Previdences too, 
Fellow thy Lord, where-ever he doth gu. 
Do what he b:ds thee, with the greateſt Joy, 

Bear what he calls thee to, without r | 
Bee diligent in all the Mauns of Grace 
For thou therein will often ſee his Fuc, 
He thro* the Latteſt of his Ordinances, - i 
Doth give his People Soul-reviving — IT. 
And when he hides himſelf, believe his Levis 5 45 
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Pray for, and wait freſh Viſits from above. 

For lo, as ſure as Chriſt doth go a , 

He'll come * and Al 2 e wit Jap. 
Oo 
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190 On the Safety. 
"op He with Des Him ſcek i in every Street, 


And — thou ſhalt ſee thy Beloyed's Face ; 


And be r his Words of Grace. 
All Chriſt's » Regard in every S tation, 
And yield th Ohedience due in each Relation. 
Thou'rt ſaved by Grace; now love Morality, 
That fo Free Grace, may glorified be. 
Shew forth the Praiſes of thy Saviour's Name ; 
Watch, keep thy Garments, left Men fee thy Shame, 
On let thy Malt fore them, thy Converſation, 
Be as becomes the Goſpel of Salvation. 
Converſe with Chriſt, in Providences too; 
Trace all his Footſteps, where they are in View. 
And when his Way's in'th' Sea, out of thy Sight, 
Adore his wondrous Paths, believe them right. 
Give him the Glory of each Providence, 
That 3 thy Life with Love, to th? View of 
Oh, ew, a ſmiles, and ſhowers Comforts down, 
Then leſs, and praiſe him, give him all Renown. 
r when — awful Frowns pronto his Face, 
brings into very great reſs, 
= be thou „till, wry — Hu hols God, 
rag it, and 4:/s thy Father's Rod. 
ul, in darkeſt aa Joy 4 be, 
bing bittereſ/t — ſant be to 
For great * 1 thou Gantt ſtill ; 
In all give Thanks ; for tis thy Father's Will. 
But if thou think this Leſſon hard to learn, 


And waat'ſt a Rza/on for it, to diſcern; 


= a four, to help thee in this Strait, 
unto me, ſubſtantial are, and great. 
1 ene that God doth al "Troy 


* 


In oro forks own Glery's Sake : : 
His G 


Now 


18 is the End of all he doth, 
_ Which He, 1 a, s coma forth. 


> > tp WT, JI 10 
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Now then, If thou doſe ove him, Soul, rejoice; 
In all thy Father doth, ſince tis his Choice 5 
'Tis what he has cheſen for the bright 8 
Of his own,G/ory, in that very a9. 
Haſt thou not Cau/e of higheſt Thanks and Praiſe bab 
Since God by all, doth his own Glory raiſe : 
Wilt thou — Sue the Lord, and bleſs his Name, | nA. 
For all, whereby he doth exalt his Fame??? $1 
The Greatneſs of his Being think upon 3! ad | 
His bright, eſſential Glory, ſearch can 1 1 
Then is 't not meet, that 15 ſhould caſt his Rays, 
And make his Glories hown, for his on Praiſe? 
And while, in all his Mori, his Glories ſhine, by | 
To bleſs him, with all Saints, wilt thou not in- 
Aye, tho' he /lay, and ſeem to caſt _ off, 7 8 
"Tis for his . and that is enough, . 

Another Reaſon, why thou ſhou'd'ſ 3 3708 
And thankful, for thoſe Things which thou cult , 

ad, tel ; L | 
Is This: The Works of God have native En 
They're glorious all, of great Magnificence ! © 52 

Then is the Loxp not worthy of all Pogfoy: 1 1 

From thee, dear Soul, for all his Yorks and "_ 25 aA 


&. » 
W % 


His Work is perfect, in no Part amiſs, + | A. 
And nothing could be better than it is. 1503 30 96 L 
His Works are like himſelf, all-wond*rous great 

And well become the God of Glory's State oY 
They're founded on his Counſel, wonderful; 151 
And lo, they excellently wravght, are all! © cot 
If Works of Men, are excellent and greats t 


According to their Author's Morth — State:: 
Of what muſt thoſe Works be, whete 1 Jon of © 


Go, | N 21 
For his own Chen. is diſplay d abrcad ! at 03124 . did 
The Works of God, in Gry are ſo brighglt. 


That in them, He himſelf doth take Beligbe. . 

Wilt thou not then joy with him, thantful be 

For all his TO en n to Ther? e - 
330] | A choß ihe Vo .» Andi 


192 On tbe Safely \... 
And yet again, I've ſomething more to add,.. 


As Cauſe of Joy and Praiſe, when thou art gal. 


Know then, that God works all Things for thy 
ood, _  .-* PN need 1043-35: 
I' th' Virtue of thy dear Redeemer's Blood. 
Aye, thou wilt ſay, I this I cou'd but ſee, 
I ſhauw'd rgorce, and always thankful be; 
But I, alas, think nothing's on my Side- 
How can it be for Gcad, that I'm thus 2.) ? 


Soul, God has ſaid it; he'll filfil bis Word 


For th' Nay and Manner leave it with the Lord. 

If thou wou'dſt /e this Truth, open Faitb's Eye; 

For Senſe, when Clouds are dark, can't this eſpy. 
Be joyful, thankful then, whate'er be/a/ ; 

What canſt thou wiſh for more than to have Al? 

Things preſent, Things to come, they all are thine ; 

And lo, for thy Advantage they combine. 

Let Faith but in the Light of promis'd Grace, 

See All for Good, then ſtraightway Love takes Place. 

The bitter'ſt,Cyp, thou'lt take into thy Hand, 

And freely drink it off at God's Command: 

Yea, then thou' lt with a joyful, glorying Voice, 


Give Thanks to God, and make his Mill thy Choice: 


'Thow'lt like his Vay of Working beſt of all; 
Before his /Y7/dom down thy cam ſhall fall. 
Oh Soul, thy God, doth work by Things contrary, 
PFulfils his Word, by Things which ſeem to vary. 
He brings the greateſt Gozd from ſeeming 2! ; 

This was, and is his Way of working ſtill. _ 
Perhaps, in ſome Reſpects, thou'lt ſee it here; 

If not, hereafter twill be fully clear: 4101 
Then thou ſhalt ſee how good it was for the, 
To have thy Graces tried as they be. 

How good it was, to make thy Graces //rong, 
Ho good it was, to ſit thee for thy Crown. |  -» 
The Curſe is gone ; all Things are Bl:/ings made, 
All work together, to make thee /ike thy n 


— r. 53, 5. 
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All Things to thee the God of Peace doth ſend, 
And a1 thee, in glorious Peace will end. 
Then ente into Peace, anticipate 15 (93.9 

he peaceful Glories of a future State. 
ear Soul, riſe up, from Deeps of ſore Diftreſe, * 
Exult in Foy, abound in Thankfueſs ; , 
Love, and bleſs God, for th* darkeſt Diſpenſation';' - 
For lo, ev'n this, ball turn to thy Salvation. 
Once more, Flb give to thee another Reaſon, 25 
Why thou ſhould'ſt %% thy God i' ul —_ 
Seaſon": 
'Tis this; hereby thou'lt glorify him more, n 
Than thou canſt do, when this ſad Time is . 
Now then, dear Soul, if thou God's Glory loves. 
If this, ev'n this alone, thy Soul doth move; 
Then riſe in Haſte, from all baſe Selfifbneſs, + 
To hve thy God, and him at all Times blefs. 
What is it? Surely tis a Thing but /mall, 
To love, and bleſs thy God, when all goes well: ' © 
do not ſay, that in it t ſelf, tis ſo; 
But if campar d, with what I'd bring thee to, 
To bleſs the Lord, when Smiles are on his Face, 
And he ſurrounds us with Diſplays of Grace; 
This is a Thing that we can eaſter do, 
Than when we think all Things againſt us go. 
For when the Lord with Frowns arrays his Face, "2 
We think we want a Cauſe of Thankfulneſs:  , __ 7 
When thus it is, if we can but ſubmit, aH 
We're apt to think it's all that then is meet. 
But oh, dear Soul, if thy God thou doſt hf 
When he doth bring thee into great D. ftreſs 3 | 
This g/orify him will abundantly, e 
And ſet his native Excellency high. 4-8 
This will proclaim him to be what he zs, © - 8 
In himſelf, and Works, the Sum of all — 11's. 
And that he's worthy of all Love and Praiſe, | | 

15 hy Times, for Himſel if, and all his The _ 5 

| en 


And be, and bleſs him with the great'ſt 


Oh run into his Arms, when moſt extended 
ITI To chen thee, becauſe thou haſt offended ; 
And claſping faſt about him, do thou ſay, 
Lord, here I am, I will not run away: 
Do with me juſt according to thy Willi, 


I know thou canſt not do me any I rong; 
No, tho' to Hell thou waſt to caſt me down: 
But, Lord, ſince this ſhall pever be my Caſe, 
III ever bleſs, and magnify thy Grace. 

Fl bor and 

My Pain, -in the Love of Thee, be loſt. 


thine ; - 
re for thy Gery; and I'll with it in. 
In Thee Fl! loſe all my Se Intereſt; 
Thine ſhall be Mine; in this I'll joy and ref. 


Yea, let me ſay, this Glory to him given, 
is true, the Glory thou ſhalt give him 7h 
In its perfect Bull, it will be greater far; 


But to love and bleſs a ſmiting God, this is 
A Glry, which thou canſt not give in Bliſs. 


Thou then wilt love, and bleſs t 


More than for any thou here art capable. 
But lo, the Pain and Smart will then be gone, 


be, 


And nothing but a Senſe of Love comes on: 
No Frawns, no Strokes, no Croſſes there will 


But bright Diſplays of Love t Eternity. 
ad 
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Then if thou %% the Lord, rife up in Haſte, - 
Thy heavy, ſelfiſh Frames, far from thee gaſt, 
elight, - 
Ev'n when againſt thee he ſeems moſt to fight. 


Whate'er thou 4%, TIl love, and Bleſs thee ſtill, 


5 thee, when thou /mir'/? me moſt ; 


Will be a Kind thou canſt not give in Heav”r. 


eres 


Indeed; when thou in Heav'n ſhall clearly fee, 


That all his Strokes meer — was to thee ; 
e Lord for All, 


Pll be thy Strokes, becauſe, dear Lord, they're 


„ 


If thus thou doſt, dear Soul, *twill plainly prove, 
That thou thy God, ev'n for Himſelf, doſt love. 


